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ILM has concerns with flag thefts
and Vermont Open Meeting Law

By MIKE DONOGHUE
Islander Staff Writer

ISLE LA MOTTE -- The town of Isle La Motte plans to send a letter to 
residents condemning the recent thefts and vandalism to Gay Pride flags on the 
island.

The move comes after about a one-hour community dialogue during the 
monthly Selectboard meeting that landed one board member in hot water con-
cerning Vermont’s Open Meeting Law.

Selectboard member Mary-Catherine Graziano, who was elected in March, 
announced halfway through the meeting that retro-actively she wanted names 
of some people not included in the minutes and also directed the media not to 
disclose some names.

“Excuse me, I do want to make it clear to any news folk that any names that 
are mentioned not be on the record for this, it’s really important.  So if you heard 
any names about incidents, please remove it from the record,” she said.

“I’ve asked for any names to be struck from the minutes. Privacy and ano-
nymity is really important,” Graziano said.

Vermont law requires that minutes give an accurate reflection of what was 
said and transpired during a meeting.  The law also requires names of active 
participants.

The town later received a letter from the New England First Amendment Co-
alition on behalf of the public noting that the declaration by Graziano appeared 
to be in violation of the Vermont law.  NEFAC Executive Director Justin Silver-
man said that while he can appreciate there might be concerns for privacy, the 
Open Meeting Law, which is based on transparency, must be followed. 

Graziano said after the meeting that she was concerned for privacy, but also 
was unaware of the Vermont law.  She and Selectboard Chairman Rusty Spauld-
ing said she would have a chance to undergo training about the Open Meeting 
Law.

Spaulding said he and Selectboard member Paul Zera, who was attending the 
meeting by Zoom, had undergone training about a year ago.

The City of Burlington created a video on the Open Meeting Law after the 
City Council admitted in September 2020 that it violated the law.  NEFAC sug-
gested that might be viewed for training.

See “ILM CONCERNS” Page 9
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Organizations pull invasive 
water chestnut from Sandbar 

during regional tour
By MICHAEL FRETT 

Islander Staff Writer
MILTON – A haphazard row of canoes and kayaks lined up just outside a 

marsh near the Sandbar Wildlife Management Area in Milton on a warm 
Wednesday afternoon, on the prowl for a small invasive plant with the poten-
tial to seriously damage the local marsh.

Throughout the afternoon, canoers representing organizations like the Lake 
Champlain Basin Program (LCBP) and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers hauled 
strands of water chestnut from the water, tossing the stringy aquatic plant into 
the bottoms of their canoes.

“All the way through here, it’s interspersed with the brush and the cattail,” 
Kimberly Jensen, an environmental scientist with the Dept. of Environmental 
Conservation (DEC), told The Islander. “That’s the best ecological niche it has to 
survive.”

Recognizable by its fanlike leaves wrapped arrayed around a singular, spiked 
nut, water chestnut is an invasive species in Lake Champlain. According to the 
Vermont Fish and Wildlife Dept., the plant is “extremely prolific,” capable spread-
ing easily and crowding out native plants local animals rely on.

Organized last week Wednesday in conjunction with a U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers tour of the Lake Champlain watershed, Wednesday’s water chestnut culling 
was described as more of a “survey,” intended to help gauge and limit the plant’s 
presence in a major wildlife management area.

The Sandbar Wildlife Management Area is largely framed around the mouth 
of the Lamoille River, visible for any travelers passing between South Hero and 
Milton over the Sandbar Causeway.

Its sweeping wetlands and marshes are among the “most productive” in the 
state for waterfowl and are important stopover sites for migrating birds, accord-
ing to Audubon Vermont. According to the Vermont Fish and Wildlife Dept., the 
management area is also home to state threatened spiny softshell turtles.

The marshes also provide an ideal habitat for water chestnut, according to 
Jensen. The plants prefer shallower water and places rich in nutrients, like the 
wetlands near the mouth of the Lamoille River. The marshes can also protect wa-
ter chestnut from waves and winds.

Continued on Page 3

Water chestnut is an “extremely prolific” invasive plant species capable of 
crowding out native aquatic plants and rendering infected areas 

anoxic as they decompose. Photo by Michael Frett.

Meg Modley, an aquatic invasive species coordinator for the Lake Champlain 
Basin Program, pulls an invasive water chestnut plant from a marsh in the 

Sandbar Wildlife Management Area near Milton. Photo by Michael Frett.
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chanical harvesting needed to address those thicker water chestnut outbreaks.
“We want to get at that lower bandwidth… when it’s less intrusive,” Jensen 

said. “If we chose not to manage water chestnuts, it would return to mats, and 
that would be detrimental to Lake Champlain.” 

The marsh in the Sandbar Wildlife Management Area also made hand pulling 
a necessity.

Foliage in the marsh was dense, making navigation difficult and helping con-
ceal water chestnuts’ rosettes among the lily pads and cattails. The marsh was 
also remarkably shallow, sometimes posing a challenge even to more experienced 
canoers and kayakers navigating its swampy waters.

Surveyors were also concerned about potentially damaging the local environ-
ment, a sensitive wetland vital for migrating birds, fish and other animal species 
native to Lake Champlain. While other means existed for controlling water chest-
nut existed, hand pulling allowed surveyors to limit their impact.

After around two hours in the marsh, Wednesday’s survey came to a close. Ca-
noes and kayaks filled with clumps of invasive water chestnut were brought onto 
shore, where the plants were eventually counted according to their rosettes and 
trucked away for disposal.

According to Modley, whose organization helps coordinate the regional re-
sponse to invasive species outbreaks in the Lake Champlain watershed, volun-
teers with LCBP’s boat launch stewards program would likely return to the marsh 
at least one more time this season to harvest water chestnut.

According to conservation officials, removing water chestnut altogether from 
the Sandbar Wildlife Management Area would likely be a years’ long process in-
volving several years of harvesting and at least a decade of subsequent monitor-
ing due to water chestnut seeds’ ability to stay dormant for more than a decade 
before finally sprouting.

“This is a year in, year out, day-by-day commitment,” Modley said.
Wednesday’s water chestnut culling was one of several events organized by 

regional officials to tour the Lake Champlain watershed with the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers, an organization helping fund invasive species management within 
the region.

Beyond the stop in the Sandbar Wildlife Manage-
ment Area, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ tour 
also included a stop in the South Lake to discuss in-
vasive species management and concerns with the 
round goby’s potential spread to Lake Champlain, 
and a stop to discuss a phosphorus study in St. Al-
bans Bay.

Continued from Page 2
While the densest mats of water chestnut are found in Lake Champlain’s 

southern arms, smaller populations have established themselves across the 
lake, having been observed as far north as Missisquoi Bay and in the Richelieu 
River in Canada.

In areas where water chestnut invasions are more intense, they can form 
dense mats, pushing out native plants and the insects and animals relying on 
those plants, as well as robbing the water of the dissolved oxygen needed by 
certain animals when the invasive plants eventually decompose.

The invasive plants could also threaten recreation on the lake, swimming 
holes and passages for boats. Even minor infestations of water chestnuts could 
make swimming dangerous, due to the pointed barbs on water chestnuts’ tit-
ular nuts.

According to Meg Modley, an aquatic invasive species coordinator with 
LCBP, the large mats choking parts of Lake Champlain’s South Lake have had 
a dramatic affect on the local environment, stymieing recreation and leaving 
some areas inhospitable to other forms of aquatic life.

“In the South Lake where these mats have formed, you can’t boat, you can’t 
swim and the oxygen levels are below zero,” Modley told The Islander.

The potential damage brought by major water chestnut invasions was why 
organizations like LCBP and DEC prioritized managing the small, nutting plant, 
staging surveys like the event organized last week to help thin smaller popula-
tions before they can grow into the mats affecting the South Lake.

Locals using iNaturalist, an online social network allowing people to log 
plant and animal observations, initially identified water chestnut in the Sand-
bar Wildlife Management Area last year. According to Jensen, LCBP and DEC 
surveyors subsequently confirmed the local presence of water chestnut, slating 
the marsh for a “rapid response event” like the hand pulling now underway.

According to Jensen, smaller populations like those found in the Sandbar 
Wildlife Management Area were typically hand pulled before they could grow 
into the dense mats choking Lake Champlain’s South Lake, avoiding the me-

The Vermont Dept. of Environmental Conservation’s Kimberly Jensen brings 
ashore one of the many basketfuls of invasive water chestnut pulled from the 

Sandbar Wildlife Management Area last week. Photo by Michael Frett.

The Lake Champlain Basin Program’s Meg Modley counts the number of invasive 
water chestnut rosettes she pulled from the Sandbar Wildlife Management Area 

during a water chestnut survey. Photo by Michael Frett.
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Two free concerts this weekend 
at Island Arts

By Katya Wilcox, President, Island Arts
NORTH HERO - Thanks to generous support from two anonymous Vermont donors, Island Arts is 

pleased to present two free concerts this Friday and Saturday evening.
For those of you who enjoy classical music, join us Friday, Aug. 12 at 7 p.m. You will be treated to Jorge 

Garcia Herranz performing Chopin’s Valses, Polonaise, Ballade, and a Schubert sonata played on the late 
Charles R. Pratt Concert grand piano generously loaned to us for the season by Morgan East, his widow.

For fans of modern pop music, Bella Voca with Dan Rochester on drums, Mike Trudo on keyboard, Tracy 
Decoste vocalist, Bridgid Bustey vocalist and guitar, Dale Derocher base and Eric Mccaughan lead guitar 

will perform music from Fleetwood, Elton John and Dua Lippa to name a few on Saturday, Aug. 12 at 6:30 
p.m. Bring your dancing shoes!

   Weather permitting, gates on Friday will open at 4:30 for picnicking.  Bring a lawn chair or blanket and 
your picnic.  However, in case of inclement weather the concert will start inside at 6:30 p.m., no food inside 
please.

 Free tickets are available online at www.islandarts.org or at an outlet in the islands. There may be a few 
tickets left at the door.  175 people is our maximum audience inside!  

Masks required for all inside performances.  
Information:  Katya 802-233-1725; Location: 1127 US Route 2, North Hero. Masks required when inside.

North Hero, VT
(802)372-9514

•Smoke Alarms  •Renovations
•CO Alarms  •New Construction

•Fully Insured •30 Yrs Experience

John B. KneenJohn B. Kneen

802-238-4802 • Grand Isle
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Milton town, school officials 
disagree over SRO expansion

By MICHAEL FRETT 
Islander Staff Writer

MILTON – Milton’s school board has opted against a selectboard-requested 
expansion to the town’s school resource officer program, citing instead other 
priorities related to school safety in a July meeting.

According to minutes from the board’s July meeting, school officials agreed 
a second school resource officer (SRO) would not be needed to meet the pro-
gram’s education goals and ultimately fell below other security-related priori-
ties.

Speaking with the board, the Milton Town School District’s superintendent, 
Amy Rex, said state and federal safety officials were more likely to advise and 
ultimately fund physical improvements to school buildings, as well as other pre-
vention measures.

“What we are investing in prevention, in terms of students feeling connected 
at school and… the training for the treat assessment, is at the top of the list,” Rex 
said. “It wouldn’t be on the top of our priority list in terms of investments here 
to have the student resource officer.” 

In a subsequent letter to the selectboard signed by Rex and the school board’s 
chair Jeremy Metcalf, officials wrote that, following “a careful consideration 
of the role” of an SRO and a review of a “comprehensive approach to school 
safety,” the school board felt the district’s single SRO was “sufficient for the 
demographics of our district.”

In lieu of adding a second officer to Milton’s schools, school officials said 
they would instead focus on hiring additional mental health providers, should 
it opt to include more resources for “prevention and safety” in its next annual 
budget, according to Rex and Metcalf’s letter.

The district would, however, “not refuse the offer” should the selectboard 
have “the financial and human resources readily available to fund and provide 
for a second school resource officer,” school officials wrote in their response to 
the selectboard.

The selectboard had requested an additional SRO during a joint meeting with 
the school board in June, arguing a second officer was needed to guarantee a 
continued police presence at both of Milton’s two school buildings during the 
school day to manage emergencies and potentially deter a future shooting.

Currently, a single SRO is attached to Milton’s school district, serving in 
both the Milton High School and in the building shared by Milton’s elementary 
and middle schools. Officials have also said other officers typically patrol the 
area around Milton’s schools during morning drop-offs and afternoon pick-ups.

The selectboard’s request related to adding a second SRO to Milton’s schools 
came within the immediate aftermath of a mass shooting at an elementary school 
in Uvalde, Texas, where a gunman fatally shot 19 students and two teachers in 
late May.

In Milton and in other parts of Vermont, the mass 
shooting in Texas had reignited conversations around 
gun control and school safety, echoing a similar de-
bate held in the wake of a deadly mass shooting at a 
high school in Parkland, Fla., and a prevented shoot-
ing in Fair Haven, Vt., in 2018.

During the boards’ joint meeting in June, Milton’s 
selectboard chair Darren Adams had framed the se-
curity potentially added by a second SRO was one 
of the few things the town and school district could 
potentially influence in response to national trends re-
garding school shootings.

“We can’t solve mental health,” Adams said at the 
time. “No matter how you feel about guns and the 
Second Amendment, we can’t magically snap our fin-
gers and change any of that, but we can add addition-
al resources… to, in a worst-case scenario, defend 
against a threat.”

During a more recent selectboard meeting, Adams 
said the school district’s apparent disinterest in add-
ing an additional SRO was “disappointing,” explain-
ing the proposal to add another SRO was less about 
the SRO program’s educational goals and more about 
physical security during emergencies.

“I realize it’s not ‘the answer,’” Adams said, “but 
it is a tool in our toolbox.”

Much of the school district and selectboard’s ap-
parent disagreement regarding an additional SRO ap-
peared to relate to the role of an SRO in schools.

According to school officials, SROs have a specific role in schools extending 
beyond serving exclusively in a safety capacity. An SRO, school officials asserted 
in their letter to the selectboard, also included roles as a teacher and an “informal 
counselor.”

When speaking with the school board last month, Rex, the schools’ superin-
tendent, said the schools’ current officer met the needs of Milton’s SRO program, 
adding she “wouldn’t have enough for a second person to do” should the school 
district ultimately take on a second officer.

“I think, as far as programming goes and just looking at what the SRO does for 
the educational programming, one is sufficient,” Rex said. 

When asked by the selectboard about expanding the SRO program, Milton’s 
police chief Steve Laroche said safety-related conversations with the district had 
centered instead around staff trainings, as well as upgrades to school buildings and 
other things he said were not “appropriate to talk about publicly.”

Laroche said the Milton Police Department was also working with the school 
district to resume regular meetings around safety-related issues in schools the dis-
trict and department had sidelined as the school district focused instead on manag-
ing the height of the COVID-19 pandemic.

The district and police leadership had met after the selectboard and school 
board’s joint meeting in June, according to Laroche, and the Milton Police Depart-
ment’s leadership was reportedly hoping for at least one more meeting with school 
officials before the start of the next school year.

“Pre-Covid, we were definitely headed in the right direction,” Laroche said. 
“We were doing drills… but really, in defense of the school, during the last two 
school years, it really hasn’t had an opportunity to do that.”

The Milton Town School District also appeared interested in assessing its own 
safety measures. According to meeting minutes, the town’s school board was ex-
pected to discuss a potential state-referred safety assessment during an upcoming 
meeting in August.

According to school officials, the assessment would allow town officials to 
have a “professional opinion from the state” as to what safety measures the school 
should consider.

Another joint meeting between the Milton school board and selectboard had 
been tentatively scheduled for the end of August, during which school and town 
officials were expected to continue discussing potentially adding a second SRO to 
Milton’s schools.

The proposed August 
meeting would likely be 
rescheduled, however, 
due to several selectboard 
members expecting to be 
unavailable on the meet-
ing’s scheduled date, ac-
cording to meeting min-
utes.
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Vermont Jazz Ensemble: Big band concert & 
dancing coming to Island Arts Center

By Natalie Churchill, Island Arts
NORTH HERO - The Vermont Jazz Ensemble treats Vermonters to superb big band concert and dance mu-

sic. A popular group in venues such as Nectar’s and Zenbarn, the VJE plays outside at the Island Arts Center 
on Sunday, Aug. 21.

The 17-member 
group— five saxo-
phones, four trom-
bones, four trumpets, 
piano, bass, guitar, and 
drums—specializes in 
swing, jazz, Latin, and 
bebop music of the 
1940s to the present. 
Their music is from the 
libraries of Count Basie, 
Glenn Miller, Tommy 
Dorsey, Woody Herman, Duke Ellington, as well as contemporary composers.

The VJE has performed on Public Radio and at inaugurals for Vermont governors. They have accompanied 
world-class acts including trombonists Bill Watrous and Robin Eubanks, saxophonist Chris Vadala, trumpeter 
Allen Vizzutti, vocalist Joe Williams, and comedian Bob Hope. The ensemble participates in music education 

and donates to Vermont All State Music Festival scholarships.
Tickets online at islandarts.org and at local outlets. Youth 18 & under free. 
Location: 1127 U.S. Route 2, North Hero. Masks required when inside.

GOOD SELECTION OF 
USED FURNITURE!

Tw i n  B & M . . . . . . . $ 5 0 / s e t
Bookshelves......$25 & Up
Bureaus... . . . . . . . . . .$40 & Up
Recliners...........$20 & Up

ANTIQUE FURNITURE

Little Bit 
of Everything

8 Vantine Ave., 
Alburgh, VT

802-796-4027

South Hero man convicted in trial
for stalking and unlawful trespass

NORTH HERO -- A Vermont Superior Court jury deliberated under two hours 
before convicting a South Hero man on two misdemeanors during the first jury 
trial in Grand Isle County in more than 2.5 years.

Judge David Barra ordered a presentence investigation for WIlliam Gardner, 
68, following the one-day trial that had been delayed due to limited court ac-
cess stemming from the COVID-19 pandemic.

State’s Attorney Doug DiSabito charged Gardner with stalking a neighbor 
between April 23, 2021 and Oct. 15, 2021 and with an unrelated charge of un-
lawful trespass involving another neighbor on June 1, 2021.

Sgt. Blake Allen of the Grand Isle County Sheriff’s Department along with 
three civilians testified on behalf of the prosecution during the trial last Thurs-
day.  

Gardner was the lone witness to testify on his behalf.  
DiSabito recalled Allen as a rebuttal witness to dispute the claims made by 

Gardner on the stand.

Isle La Motte asked to approve
mailing town reports to voters

By MIKE DONOGHUE 
Islander Staff Writer

ISLE LA MOTTE -- A citizen’s petition has been filed with the town of Isle La 
Motte seeking another vote on whether the annual municipal financial reports 
should be mailed to all voters in advance each March.

Town Clerk Sarah Noble said the petition exceeded the required 23 signa-
tures and it will be up to the Selectboard at a meeting to approve the petition.

Local resident Sylvia Jensen, one of those to collect signatures of taxpayers, 
said the General Election will give everybody in Isle La Motte a chance to be 
heard on the issue.  She said 27 signatures were obtained in just a few hours.

She noted the issue was defeated by three votes during the annual Town 
Meeting last March, but not everybody had a chance to vote.

For the upcoming Vermont General Election all registered voters will be 
mailed ballots by the state.

Jensen said Tuesday afternoon the ILM Selectboard just needs to have a 
special meeting before Aug. 17 to approve the item so the Vermont Secretary 
of State’s Office can have the ballot prepared in time for the November vote.

ILM rejected a citizen petition, 89-86, calling for the resumption of mailing 
the annual town report to the voters 10 days before Town Meeting Day.

It was the lone ballot item defeated in ILM on Town Meeting Day.
Isle La Motte had voted more than 10 years ago to post an annual public no-

tice in The Islander about the availability of the town report.  No public notice 
was made this year.
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Water quality orgs talk shorelines 
in North Hero meeting

By MICHAEL FRETT 
Islander Staff Writer

NORTH HERO – Organizers involved with water quality initiatives in the 
Champlain Islands had a message for the lakeside residents from North Hero 
gathering at Camp Ingalls late last month.

“You have the ability to make a difference with small changes,” Alison Mar-
chione, the state’s coordinator for the Vermont Lake Wise Program, said. “Ev-
erybody likes to use the lake, and everybody can do something.”

Organized by the Friends of North-
ern Lake Champlain (FNLC), the late 
July gathering at Camp Ingalls was 
intended to introduce locals in North 
Hero to both FNLC, a water quality 
organization active in the northern 
arms of Lake Champlain, and officials 
responsible for certain water quality 
initiatives.

Locals from around the Champlain 
Islands collected inside a gathering hall 
at Camp Ingalls and heard from both 
FNLC and Marchione, as well as the 
Grand Isle County Natural Resources 
Conservation District and from an en-
gineering firm contracted to explore 
recommendations for shoreline resto-
ration projects.

According to FNCL’s longtime chair, 
Kent Henderson, connecting with pri-
vate property owners living along Lake 
Champlain’s shorelines was part of 
an “all-in effort” to address different 
sources of nutrient and sediment pol-
lution within the Lake Champlain watershed.

“There’s a lot of interest in North Hero,” Henderson told The Islander. “I 
think there’s just a lot of people who don’t know what to do.”

Much of Lake Champlain’s shoreline is developed, built-up with lakeside 
homes and camps for locals and visitors alike interested in spending time on 
the water.

Lakeside development can damage the environment, however, resulting in 
the loss of lakeside habitat and the removal of plants that may have protected 
shorelines against erosion and helped absorb polluting nutrients like phospho-
rus and nitrogen as they flow over the landscape as runoff.

According to the Vermont Dept. of Environmental Conservation, around 
45% of Vermont’s lakeshores both around Lake Champlain and on Vermont’s 
more than 800 inland lakes has been developed in a way that might potentially 
impact water quality and native wildlife.

While state and federal mandates might target public shorelines like those 
found in Vermont’s state parks, there are fewer regulations regarding lakeside 
developments for private landowners beyond those mandated on new develop-
ments under the 2014 Shoreland Protection Act.

“So much of this land on the shoreline is controlled privately,” Henderson said. 
“You’re not going to get anywhere by working on only state and municipal land.”

With these goals in mind, much of the evening was focused on protecting Lake 
Champlain’s shorelines, with presenters like Marchione and Watershed Consult-
ing’s Kerrie Garvey outlining steps property owners could take to improve their 
own lakefronts and reduce their impacts on the environment.

Many of those steps related to landscaping practices involving the return of 
certain plants to the lake’s shorelines, a process described as “bioengineering” in 

a manual developed by Garvey’s firm 
for the Dept. of Environmental Con-
servation to help inform landowners 
interested in shoreline restoration.

While their presentations focused 
on larger scale projects outlined with-
in the state’s new bioengineering man-
ual, Garvey noted there were far sim-
pler steps many landowners could take 
if they wanted to benefit Lake Cham-
plain – including “nothing.”

“You can just stop mowing your 
grass as much,” Garvey said, echoing a 
practice advised by other water quali-
ty organizations due to the ability for 
taller grasses to absorb more phos-
phorus runoff. “The easiest thing you 
can do is nothing.”

For landowners interested in taking 
the steps for a shoreline reconstruc-
tion project, however, state-adminis-
tered grant funding might be available.

When lawmakers passed Act 76, 
its clean water funding law, in 2019, 

the bill earmarked millions of dollars for “nonregulatory projects” – or projects 
not mandated by Vermont law. Voluntary lakeshore restorations were potentially 
projects falling under the act’s umbrella, according to Henderson.

Henderson said the organization hoped to make ties with North Hero property 
owners interested in pursuing a shoreline restoration project. Already, one North 
Hero property owner had worked with FNLC in order to tap grant funding for a 
similar project on the island.

For those same reasons, FLNC was hosting similar gatherings in other lakeside 
towns in Franklin County, hoping to build ties with property owners around the 
northern coasts of Lake Champlain.

The evening gathering was also a chance for FNLC’s organizers to introduce 
themselves to North Hero, where the water quality organization hoped to be-
come more active as it looked to support shoreline restorations and began poten-
tially working on a stormwater management plan with the town.

Audience members tune in to a presentation from Watershed Consulting’s Kerrie 
Garvey during a Friends of Northern Lake Champlain-hosted meeting at North 

Hero’s Camp Ingalls. Photo by Michael Frett.
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A navigation light has marked Windmill Point since at least 1830.
The current lighthouse took that beacon’s place in 1858, casting a light over 

Lake Champlain until 1931, when its duties as a navigation aid were transferred 
to a steel skeleton tower with an automatic beacon built nearby, according to a 
University of Vermont website.

After nearly a century without light, the Windmill Point Lighthouse was relit 
in 2002, returning the historic lighthouse to its original navigation duties.

Alburgh’s Windmill Point Lighthouse is one of several historic lighthouses on 
Lake Champlain relit within the last few decades. According to the Lake Cham-
plain Basin Program, lights on Valcour Island and near Plattsburgh, as well as 
the Isle La Motte Lighthouse, have also been relit in recent years.

The Windmill Point Lighthouse, like its counterpart on Isle La Motte and sev-
eral other historic Lake Champlain lighthouses, is privately owned and usually 
closed to the public.

Islander contributor Dan Mathison contributed to this report.

Alburgh celebrates light 
at Windmill Point

By ISLANDER STAFF
ALBURGH – Twenty years ago, the lighthouse at Windmill Point in Alburgh was 

relit for the first time in decades, once again glowing to guide boaters through 
Lake Champlain’s northwestern arm.

The anniversary was a date worth celebrating, according to the Alburgh Histor-
ical Society, prompting a well-attended gathering at the lighthouse on Windmill 
Point on Sunday featuring both the historical society, the Lake Champlain Mari-
time Museum and the U.S. Coast Guard.

“The event was well attended considering the heat index Sunday,” Islander 
contributor Dan Mathison wrote in a story shared online by The Islander on Mon-
day.

Sunday’s event was also organized to celebrate National Lighthouse Day, a date 
marked by Congressional decree in 1989 to honor of the initial passage of the law 
establishing the U.S.’s lighthouses, beacons, buoys and public piers, according to 
the American Lighthouse Foundation.

A navigational light has marked Windmill Point since at least 1830. 
Photo by Dan Mathison, Islander Contributor.

The celebration featured the Alburgh Historical Society, the Lake 
Champlain Maritime Museum and the U.S. Coast Guard. 

Photo by Dan Mathison, Islander Contributor.

Despite the heat on Sunday, the anniversary drew a well-attending gathering 
at the Windmill Point lighthouse. Photo by Dan Mathison, Islander Contributor.



The Islander     August 10 - August 16, 2022 9

ILM CONCERNS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

North Hero hosts training every year after the annual town meeting to ensure 
new town officers are aware of the Open Meeting Law.  Chairs of each town 
committee are expected to attend the annual sessions.

Earlier this year Isle La Motte agreed to improve transparency by making 
meeting minutes more clear, including providing names of people speaking.  
Local resident Sylvia Jensen had noted some minutes did not list people speak-
ing and it made it impossible for residents to connect with people expressing 
concerns on topics at meetings.

Community Letter
Graziano was delegated to draft a letter that would be shared with the com-

munity indicating the town condemned the theft and vandalism to Gay Pride 
flags.

Graziano reported her family was on its fourth flag.  She said 3 flags had been 
stolen and they have replaced them.  

Repeated attempts to reach Graziano this week were unsuccessful.
Spaulding said Tuesday afternoon he had not seen a draft yet.
The plan is to mail the letter to all residents and to publish it in The Islander, 

the town’s official newspaper of record.  It would also be placed on the town 
website.

It was suggested the letter also be placed on Front Porch Forum for anybody 
that might subscribe.

Grand Isle County Sheriff Ray Allen and State Police Lt. Jerry Partin, sta-
tion commander for Franklin and Grand Isle counties, said both departments are 
working together on finding leads.

Partin said it is good to have community events so residents can get to know 
each other and be willing to report suspicious activities.  

Allen urged residents with tips to call law enforcement immediately.  He said 
while posting on Facebook, websites and other social media can alert neighbors, 
he said police don’t have time to sit in the office and monitor all the social media 
accounts spread over five towns in the county, which has 84 square miles.

Spaulding noted that his family had determined a Saab or Volvo with a loud 
exhaust system had been used when a vandal wrote a derogatory comment about 
President Joe Biden on the back of a traffic sign.  He said he attempted to spread 
the word over Front Porch Forum, but he was told it would not post the informa-
tion -- even when he explained he was chair of the Selectboard.

Charlie Andrews of Main Street said the state of Vermont paid for a video 
surveillance system for his property following a $25,000 burglary at his home 
a few years back.  He said he is willing to share any images he captures with 
police.

Grand Isle County State’s Attorney Doug DiSabito made it clear that Isle La 
Motte should not have to deal with the petty crimes.

“I’m not going to put up with this crap,” DiSabito said.

Grand Isle man faces 
burglary charges

By MIKE DONOGHUE
Islander Staff Writer

GRAND ISLE -- A Grand Isle man is facing charges of burglary and attempted 
burglary following recent incidents on Reynolds Road, according to authorities.

Scott Bennett, 37, of Grand Isle is due in Vermont Superior Court in North Hero 
on Thursday, according to Grand Isle County Attorney Doug DiSabito.

Vermont State Police Patrol Sgt. Michael Filipek has been investigating com-
plaints of people claiming to be looking for missing dogs going onto private prop-
erty, officials have said.

The Grand Isle Select-
board also heard com-
plaints last week about 
some residents being dis-
turbed after midnight by 
people claiming they were 
looking for missing dogs.

The complaints contin-
ued in the following days 
and over the weekend 
police were called again 
during the day.  DiSabito 
said the police investiga-
tion warranted him filing 
criminal charges in the 
case.

DiSabito said because 
of the ongoing public con-
cern he directed state po-
lice to order the suspect 
into criminal court for this 
week.
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Local Chef wins ‘Best Chef’ 
in Vermont

By ISLANDER STAFF
SOUTH HERO – A local chef was recently declared the “Best Chef” in Vermont, 

according to voters participating in this year’s annual Seven Daysies Awards.
Phoebe Bright, the co-owner and chef at the Blue Paddle Bistro in South Hero, 

was recognized by voters as the “Best Chef” in Vermont through the Seven Daysies 
Awards, an annual awards program polling Vermonters on their favorite events, 
eateries and artists in the Green Mountain State.

Bright and her business partner, Mandy 
Hotchkiss, opened the Blue Paddle Bistro 
in South Hero in 2005. According to the 
restaurant, Bright has led the bistro’s kitch-
en for most of its 17 years in South Hero.

In a statement shared with The Island-
er announcing her award, Bright said her 
cuisine could best be described “unpreten-
tious gourmet” and compared her work to 
an athletic competition.

“It’s a very demanding and physical po-
sition, especially when your goal is being 
the very best you can be 100% of the time,” Bright said.

The Seven Daysies Awards are an annual awards event organized by Seven 
Days, a weekly newspaper covering Vermont and based in Burlington. Voters par-
ticipating in the event are allowed to elect their favorite spaces and services from 
across Vermont.

Beyond awarding the restaurant’s head “Best Chef,” voters this year also de-
clared the Blue Paddle Bistro the “Best Restaurant” outside of Chittenden County 
and said the Blue Paddle Bistro had the “Best Breakfast and Brunch” outside of 
Chittenden County.

Another celebrated South Hero eatery, Wally’s Place, was also celebrated 
during this year’s Seven Daysies, winning an award for having the “Best Bagels” 
outside of Chittenden County.

The Colchester Causeway Path connecting Chittenden County to South Hero 
was also declared the “Best place to bike” by Seven Daysies voters this year.

‘More than meets the eye’ 
at Alburgh museum

By MICHAEL FRETT 
Islander Staff Writer

ALBURGH – Tucked into the small, retired fire station in Alburgh’s village is 
the history of a town rife with stories to tell, from retired railroads and mineral 
water tourism to tales of froggers, ferry drivers and volunteer firefighters.

Inside are histories of a local high school built during the New Deal, a com-
mercial frogging trade that brought Alburgh a post office and the celebrated 
baseball teams whose victories brought trophies and championships for Grand 
Isle County’s northwesternmost town.

“You’re not going to get everything, but something like the volunteer fire 
department is very important,” Judy Higgins, the Alburgh Historical Society’s 
former president and a volunteer docent in the town’s museum, said. “There’s 
more here than what meets the eye.”

The town’s historical museum, occupying the small fire station once belong-
ing to the Alburgh Volunteer Fire Department, has quietly reopened this year 
following a COVID-19-induced pause, rolling out the welcome flag every other 
Saturday for passersby interested in Alburgh’s history.

According to Higgins and the museum’s volunteer curator, Sue Lynch, this 
season was the first in a while where people could somewhat regularly visit Al-
burgh’s museum, the result of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and small pool 
of volunteers making operations a challenge.

Continued on Page 11

Judy Higgins, a volunteer with the Alburgh Historical Society, highlights an 
exhibit dedicated to Alburgh’s historic frogging industry during a tour 

of the town’s museum. Photo by Michael Frett.

Farming utensils speaking to Alburgh’s agricultural history are displayed in a 
corner of the Alburgh Historical Society’s museum in the town’s former 

fire department garage. Photo by Michael Frett.

Chef Phoebe Bright.

Milton driver faces court for 
excessive speed charge

BY MIKE DONOGHUE
Islander Staff Writer 

GEORGIA -- A 19-year-old Milton man is facing a criminal charge of negligent op-
eration after he was stopped driving 83 miles per hour in a 40-mph zone near the 
Georgia Elementary School on U.S. 7 on Sunday night, Vermont State Police said.

Nathan Kruger also was issued a civil traffic ticket that carries a fine of $641 and 
eight points on his license for going 43 mph over the speed limit, police said.

Trooper Charlotte Hartman said State Police were conducting speed enforce-
ment on U.S. 7 near the school when police observed a vehicle traveling more than 
the speed limit and confirmed it by radar at 11:50 p.m.  The vehicle was stopped 
without incident and the operator was identified as Kruger, Hartman said.

He was issued a citation ordering him into criminal court in St. Albans on Sept. 
12 for the reckless driving charge, she said.
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It was a story Higgins’s own family had ties to.
“A few of these farming instruments are from my family,” Higgins said as she 

pointed to the museum’s agriculture exhibit occupying the far corner of the for-
mer fire station.

In the museum’s farming exhibit, photos hung naming the farms still dotting 
Alburgh’s landscape. Large tools like a wooden scythe were prominently leaned 
against the wall. A milk can marked with numbers leading back to Higgins’s own 
family’s dairy farm bookended the exhibit on one end.

Farming was a legacy the museum celebrated with a second, temporary ex-
hibit, one rotated out every year to allow locals a chance to share their own con-
nections to some historic theme the museum and historical society hoped to cel-
ebrate for the season.

“It’s been fun, I think, to get community members to participate,” Lynch said. 
“It makes them a part of it.”

The larger farming exhibit was something the museum was looking to grow, 
according to Lynch, particularly through photographs locals might be willing to 
share with the museum. The museum’s limited space made storing artifacts a 
challenge, but there was plenty of room for photos, Lynch said.

“If anyone wants to donate photographs, we’d love to have photographs of 
farming and the railroad,” Lynch said. “We don’t have a lot of space, but we have 
space for photographs.”

The museum’s coverage extended well beyond farm fields, spring water and 
railroads. Exhibits wrapped around the old fire station, showing off bits and pieces 
of Alburgh’s history recalling everything from its schoolhouses and sports teams 
to the University of Vermont research farm now in the town’s north.

In one exhibit, a donated frog paddle hinted at Alburgh’s historic frogging 
trade that once provided Wisconsin restaurants with frog legs and science labs 
with subjects for dissection. In another, portraits celebrated a storied family of 
steamship captains calling Alburgh home.

According to Higgins and Lynch, the goal for Alburgh’s historical museum was 
for locals to walk away with an appreciation for their 
hometown’s history, and to learn more about the 
centuries’ worth of stories informing their Grand Isle 
County community.

“Somebody’s trying to save and preserve or ani-
mate their history,” Lynch said. “There has been so 
much change in Alburgh over time.”

Continued from Page 10
“Getting back into the swing of things and getting volunteers is tough,” 

Lynch, another former Alburgh Historical Society president, said. “This is the 
first year after Covid that people really could come in.”

“People are trying to play catch up,” Higgins said.
While quiet, the museum’s two volunteers on one muggy July Saturday had 

plenty of history to share with The Islander, detailing Alburgh’s days as a north-
ern railroad hub to its former tourism economy driven by spring water and 
even Alburgh’s once hopping frogging industry.

A northern spoke for the Rutland Railroad, today’s centerpiece village in Al-
burgh was a product of the railroad. A train station, whose likeness now hangs 
from the museum’s ceiling, once stood across the street where Alburgh’s town 
office now sits, and a railyard and roundhouse once marked the landscape.

“This village came because of the railroad,” Lynch said.
Though the railyard might no longer exist, the remains of the Rutland Rail-

road can still be seen around Alburgh’s village. An old pumphouse stands to the 
village’s west, for example, and the skeleton of a bridge once connecting the 
railroad to Rouses Point still reaches over Lake Champlain.

A few artifacts also now rest within the museum itself, filling a shadowbox 
celebrating the height of the Rutland Railroad and its impacts on the small 
Grand Isle County town.

While Alburgh’s current village came as a railroad hub, another village – Al-
burgh Springs – once bustled with tourists looking for miracle cures and serene 
escapes. According to Lynch, in its height, Alburgh Springs sported several ho-
tels and even a bottling plant – all centered on its namesake waters.

Though quiet now, Lynch said the small hamlet once hosted visitors from as 
far away as Boston and New York as urbanites retreated into Alburgh to chase 
the supposed healing qualities of its mineral waters.

The demand for Alburgh’s spring water was once so high that, for a time, 
Alburgh Springs mineral water was shipped beyond the town’s borders, bottled 
in a now long demolished bottling plant.

“People came from all over to indulge in mineral water,” Lynch, herself an 
Alburgh Springs native, said. “There was a springhouse where they bottled wa-
ter and sold it all over. It was actually shipped out.”

For Higgins, the standout story in Alburgh was agriculture. Farming was the 
“lifeblood” for Alburgh, Higgins said, and an industry whose impact in Alburgh 
was still readily visible across the peninsula.

Open every other weekend, the Alburgh Historical Museum highlights, among 
other things, Alburgh’s history as a railroad hub, a lakeside community 

and a farming town. Photo by Michael Frett.

Housed in a former fire station, the Alburgh Historical Museum is open every 
other weekend during the summer. Photo by Michael Frett.

Al-Anon
1-866-972-5266

for friends & families of alcoholics
www.vermontalanonalateen.org
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South Hero Recreation 
Bicycle Event #2

By Carol Tremble, South Hero Recreation Commission
SOUTH HERO - Our lunch in Plattsburgh was tasty and this smaller, inti-

mate group of multigenerational bikers rode a total of 25 + miles from South Hero 
to Plattsburgh taking the Grand Isle ferry and the bike path in New York to the 
Dunkin Donuts and Dollar General. On our way home we stopped for a swim at 
the town beach and on to Seb’s for an ice cream to finish our day. 

Our final bike trek will be to Burlington on the bike path and bike ferry on 
Wednesday, Aug. 24, 2022. Join us for another fun event!  Meet at the parking lot 
on Martin Road at 10 a.m. and plan to be back around 3 p.m. that day.  If you have 
questions or to register for this event, contact Carol Tremble at 802-372-6313 or 
cbtremb88@yahoo.com. 

Pictured (left to right) are bikers Susan Ryan, Leila McMillian, Rosemary 
Zamore, Oliver Tremble, Carol Tremble and Will Jackson.
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Duo Dolce to appear in 
“Flores Argentinas” 

at Island Arts
By Natalie Churchill, Island Arts

NORTH HERO - Making their first appearance with Island Arts is the duo 
of cellist John Dunlop and violinist Laura Markowitz. As “Duo Dolce”, they 
join the “8 Cuerdas” duo of soprano Sar-
ah Cullins and classical guitarist Daniel 
Gaviria in “Flores Argentinas” (Flowers 
of Argentina) on Thursday, Aug. 25 at 7 
p.m., an evening featuring some fabu-
lous tango arrangements for the assem-
bled performers.

Both Dunlop and Markovitz are 
members of the Vermont Symphony Or-
chestra where Dunlop is principal cello. 
Educated at Oberlin and the San Fran-
cisco Conservatory, Dunlop has been a 
VSO member since 1990, and is a popu-
lar cello teacher. In his spare time, he en-
joys biking, hiking, and kayaking so he 
will be right at home here in the Islands.

Violinist Laura Markowitz started 
playing in school. “As soon as I start-
ed private lessons, [I] was more or less 
hooked”. She was educated at Indiana 
University with additional studies at 
Akron University. A VSO member since 
1991, Markowitz also teaches violin 
and viola. Her specialties include classi-
cal, traditional, Irish, and Swedish folk 
music, so she is well prepared for the 
“Flores Argentinas” program of classical 
music inspired by folk, jazz, and tradi-
tional music.

Tickets online at www.IslandArts.
org, at local outlets— Alburgh Library, 
The Back Chamber, Emmon’s, Hack-
ett’s, and Happy Bird Farm, and at the door unless sold out. 

Location: 1127 US Route 2, North Hero. Masks required when inside.

Laura Markowitz. Photo courtesy 
of Vermont Symphony Orchestra.

John Dunlop. Photo courtesy of 
Vermont Symphony Orchestra.

CCHA Presents:
“A Tour of the Old Base Oval” 

By Helen Nerska, Director, Clinton County Historical Association
PLATTSBURGH - Please join the Clinton County Historical Association (CCHA) 

for a narrated walking tour of the historic buildings surrounding the Old Base 
Oval, in the City of Plattsburgh.  

The Old Base Oval has been 
a part of the Military Base from 
the War of 1812 until the clos-
ing of the Plattsburgh Air Force 
Base in 1995.  While on the Tour, 
your guide will point out the 
repurposed historic buildings 
and locations, share pictures of 
their glorious past, and narrate 
events that once took place at 
each site. Special arrangements 
have been made to see the in-
side of an Officer’s Quarters and 
the Memorial Chapel.

This one- and one-half hour walking tour will fascinate history buffs and 
those who have a special relationship with the former Plattsburgh Air Force 
Base and the rich history of the Champlain Valley.  At the end of the tour the 
museum will be open.

The tour will begin in front of the CCHA Museum at 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, 
August 13. Please register for the tour by calling 518-561-0340.  Tours are free, 
and donations are appreciated.

Location: 98 Ohio Ave.

President McKinley and his wife taken 
outside the officers quarters.
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 10
- Kid’s Day at the Champlain Islands Farm-
ers’ Markets; 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 12
- Jorge Garcia Herranz, solo piano, Chopin & 
Schubert at Island Arts Center, 1127 U.S. Route 
2, North Hero; 7 p.m. Information: Katya 802-
233-1725

SATURDAY, AUGUST 13
- Fiber Fest/Hooked Rug Show at North Hero 
Community Hall, 3483 U.S. Route 2; 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m.
- Alburgh Historical Society Museum open, 
free entry, 36 Firehouse Road, Alburgh, VT 
05440; 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 802-796-3383 for 
more info.
- Kid’s Day at the Champlain Islands Farm-
ers’ Markets; 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
- “Lake Champlain, Waves of Change” artist 
reception at Grand Isle Art Works, 259 U.S. 
Route 2, Grand Isle; 3 p.m. to 7 p.m.
- Bella Voca Band & Dance Party at Island 
Arts Center, 1127 U.S. Route 2, North Hero; 
6:30 p.m. Picnicking at 5:30 p.m., weather 
permitting. Information: Katya 802-233-1725

SUNDAY, AUGUST 14
- Celebrate 25 years of conservation with 
South Hero Land Trust at Allenholm Farm; 111 
South Street, South Hero; 2:30 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
Learn more: www.shlt.org/events
- Animal Bday Bash at Dreamwalker Farm, 
108 Allen Rd, Grand Isle; 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 19
- Poetry in the Gazebo at North Hero Public 
Library, 3195 U.S. Route 2, North Hero; 5 p.m. 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 21
- Sunday on Valcour Island at the Peru Dock, 
3930 State Route 9, Plattsburgh, NY; 9:20 
p.m. Information/Registration: 518-561-0340

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 24
- South Hero Recreation Commission Group 
Bike Excursion, ages 8 and up. For more info 
contact Carol at cbtremb88@yahoo.com

SATURDAY, AUGUST 27
- Tryathlon for ages 4-17 at White’s Beach, 
South Hero; 10:30 a.m. Information: 
jessicajackson@gmail.com

- - - - - - - - - - - -

Free events are printed at no charge. 
Please email

islander@vermontislander.com 
or call 802-372-5600 
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Poetry in the Gazebo
By Caroline Korejko, Director, North Hero Public Library

NORTH HERO - Enjoy an early evening of poetry in the gazebo of the North 
Hero Public Library 
with poet, Joyce Benve-
nuto.  Bring your own 
lawn chair and refresh-
ments on Friday, Aug. 
19 at 5 p.m.   Benve-
nuto will read “Poems 
and Stories from Then 
and Now,” celebrating 
her early life in De-
troit, Michigan and her 
current home on Lake 
Champlain.   

Joyce Benvenuto 
is a retired high school 
teacher who has spent 
her last 21 years here on 
North Hero.  Her cottage is at the north end of the island.  She has published 
three books of poetry and reads her poetry on a regular basis at various venues 
in Vermont, Michigan, Arizona and Texas. 

Her books and prints will be available at the reading. 
Location: 3195 US Route 2

Poet Joyce Benvenuto will read “Poems and Stories 
from Then and Now” at the North Hero 

Public Library on Friday, Aug. 19.

Adam Forguites – 
Artist, Musician, Human

By Susan Davis, Island Arts
SOUTH HERO - The definition of himself – artist, musician, human aptly 

fits the artist Adam Forguites whose wildly colorful contemporary works are 
now on display at the Island Arts Gallery for the duration of the month of Au-
gust. 

In his artist’s statement, Forguites notes that he originally was a watercolorist 
but has been painting in oil since 1993. 

“I most often paint on wood reclaimed from construction sites,” he says. 
“I’m interested in the human face, expressivity with economy of line, a 

personal, hermetic 
color theory, the ig-
norance of natural 
light and occasion-
al outburst of auto-
matic symbology,” 
he adds.

This is Forguites’ 
second exhibition at 
the Island Arts Gal-
lery; his last was in 
2019 right before 
the pandemic. 

In 2021 He par-
ticipated in the 
Howard Center’s 
“Connections!” an 
arts collecctive vir-
tual art exhibition. 
There he acknowl-
edged the challeng-
es we humans face 
in overcoming isolation while staying connected – an aspect that affected every-
one’s lives during the shutdown.

“This exhibition celebrates our creative efforts to strengthen and nurture 
those connections between one another as a community of artists and to broaden 
our collective connections with the wider community by sharing our artwork”, 
he noted. Remarkably, he created a series of 19 paintings during the pandemic’s 
shutdown as he worked in oil on found materials.

Forguites has also exhibited his work at the S.P.A.C.E. Gallery and at Penny 
Cluse, both in Burlington. He also participated in a showing at the Birds of Ver-
mont Museum in Huntington and the Burlington City Arts Artist Relief Auction.

The Island Arts Gallery at the Community Bank is open to the public during 
normal banking hours, Monday through Thursday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
Friday from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

The works of Adam Forguites are on display at the 
Island Arts Gallary for the month of August.

Island Industrial Park, 4 Island Circle
Grand Isle, Vermont

Hours: 8:00-4:30 Mon.-Thurs. 8:00-3:30 Fri.
info@islandexcavatingcorp.com  www.islandexcavatingcorp.com
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July 2022
ALBURGH

•Eileen S. Cohen transferred proper-
ty at 178 Cleland St., 0.21 ac., to Gilla 
Geiger, $30,416.
•Mina Richman transferred property 
at 178 Cleland St., 0.21 ac., to Gilla 
Geiger, $121,666.
•Brandi & Cole D. Rainville trans-
ferred property at 80 Winters Ln Ex-
tension, 0.25 ac., to Megan L. Creller 
& Andrew P. Davis, $269,900.

COLCHESTER
•Gregory Anderson, Michael R. Ha-
seck and Victoria E. Morgan trans-
ferred property at 90 Morellen Ln, 
1.08 ac., to 90 Morellen Lane LLC, 
$N/A.
•Patricia E. Poquette transferred 
property at 83 Camels Hump Rd, 
77 ac., to Nadia Dacres & George A. 
Hawley, $13,000.
•Property at 49 Florence Ln, 0.05 ac., 
was transferred to Constance Caldes, 
$474,019.93.
•Martin D. Martell transferred prop-
erty at 1126 Marble Island Rd, 0.5 
ac., to Martin D. Martell Revocable 
Trust, $N/A.
•Christopher B. Everton transferred 
property at Shore Acres Dr., 0.73 ac., 
to Jeffrey E. Spengler, $25,000.
•Carl Martelle transferred property 
at 97 Hilltop Ct, 0.56 ac., to Amy D. & 
Jonathan D. Mori, $570,000.
•Patricia L. Armstrong transferred 
property at 158 Wexford Ln to Melis-
sa Platner, $103,000.
•Property at 727 East Lakeshore Dr., 
0.13 ac., was transferred to Cham-
plain Living LLC, $143,000.
•Julie-Anne Messier-Brigante trans-
ferred property at 273 Hollow Creek 
Dr., Unit 4 to Kathy Edwards Schrag, 
$315,000.
•Lynn C. & Mark W. Gardner trans-
ferred property at 72 Church Rd, 
0.76 ac., to Gardner Revocable Living 
Trust, $N/A.
•Benjamin J. D’amboise transferred 
property at 580-582 Church Rd, 0.63 
ac., to Zachary Keller, $547,000.
•Alec J. & Danielle L. Smail trans-
ferred property at 126 Partridge Hill 
#1 to Jennifer Perren, $340,000.
•Property at 15,005 Square Feet, 0.34 
ac., was transferred to Claussen Re-
vocable c/o Chris Conant, $200,000.
•Property at 19 Northland Ct, 0.5 
ac., was transferred to Bryan Forrest, 
$N/A.
•Property at 179 Moonlight Ridge, 
0.35 ac., was transferred to Gary Gar-

land Trustee Mudgki Fam, $N/A.
•Roseann Petrie & Stephan L. Petrie 
Sr. transferred property at 1266 Sun-
set View Rd, 0.35 ac., to Nicole Marie 
Lucas, Scott John Petrie & Stephan L. 
Petrie Jr., $N/A.
•Amy Kirk & Christopher Siron trans-
ferred property at 2645 Malletts Bay 
Ave., 0.9 ac., to Jennifer Hill & Duane 
Peterson, $400,000.
•Property at 74 South Park Dr., 3.03 
ac., was transferred to Burlington En-
terprises LLC, $N/A.
•Mark D. & Theresa L. Layton trans-
ferred property at 34 Brooke Ln to Jac-
queline Norton, $445,000.

ISLE LA MOTTE
•Joseph Stridsberg & Lawrence Westo-
ver transferred property at 1316 East 
Shore Rd, 0.53 ac., to Graeland Prop-
erties LLC, $165,000.
•Mary Elizabeth Leddy transferred 
property at 96 Sunset View Ln, 2.63 
ac., to Casey J. & Katelyn B. McGrath, 
$320,000.
•Shonagh Home transferred property 
at 2517 Main St., 2.5 ac., to Mary E. & 
William D. Riley, $395,000.
•Property at 800 School St., 1 ac., was 
transferred to Nancy Clayton, $N/A.
•Kenalene R. Daniels transferred prop-
erty at 67 Senesac Place, 0.35 ac., to 
Wells Fargo Bank N.A., $184,600.
•Michael Koss transferred property at 
893 School St., 1.9 ac., to Louise Koss, 
$N/A.
•Colin Handlon transferred property at 
99 Lockerby Ln, 31.46 ac., to Cheryl Au-
ger & Christopher M. Peck, $325,000.
•Paul E. Blodgett transferred property 
at 349 West Shore Rd, 0.37 ac., to Shel-
ley M. Cleveland, $320,000.
•Joseph Stridsberg & Lawrence Westo-
ver transferred property at 1320 East 
Shore Rd, 0.24 ac., to Lawrence Westo-
ver, $165,000.
•Richard Middleton transferred prop-
erty at 68 School St., 0.51 ac., to Mary-
louise Peters, $215,000.
•Jamie D. & Steven J. Foley transferred 
property at Lots 6 & 7 Shrine Rd, 23.29 
ac., to The Steven J. Foley and Jamie D. 
Foley Joint Revocable Trust, $N/A.
•Brian Rich transferred property at 
197 North Point Rd, 0.61 ac., to Kelsey 
Ann Bean & Matthew Patrick Ravey, 
$325,000.
•Yves Desmarais transferred property 
at 1533 West Shore Rd, 0.62 ac., to Isa-
belle & Sebastien Desmarais, $N/A.

MILTON
•Deanna M. Ballard & James L. Ed-
wards transferred property at 501 
North Rd, 1 ac., to Deanna M. Ed-

wards, $N/A.
•Property at 39 John Rowley Rd was 
transferred to Dan Vize, $1,381,010.
•Robert L. Hance Sr. transferred prop-
erty at 71 Dewey Dr. to Rita A. Hance, 
$N/A.
•Jenna L. Shover Murray transferred 
property at 20 Wentworth Ln to Ray-
mond G. Liberty Jr., $5,000.
•Property at 420 Route 7 South, 1 ac., 
was transferred to Armand Turner, 
$185,000.
•Cynthia J. Morrissey transferred prop-
erty at 31 Streeter Brook, 2.5 ac., to 
Bruce M. Morrissey, $N/A.
•Rita Hance transferred property at 
71 Dewey Dr. to Morgan F. Edward, 
$53,030.
•Louis Johnson transferred property at 
36 Circle Rd, 1 ac., to Michael Stephen 
Beyor and Louise Johnson, $163,700.
•John T. Green transferred property at 
78 Woodcrest Circle, 0.47 ac., to Citi-
zens Bank N.A., $124,950.
•Property at 3 Elmer Place, 0.52 ac., was 
transferred to Daniel Gagne, $421,000.
•Property at 11 Haydenberry Dr., 1.1 
ac., was transferred to 11 Haydenberry 
LLC, $1,200,000.
•Property at 104 Atrium Way was 
transferred to Deborah A. Gauthier, 
$265,000.
•N. James Messier transferred property 
at 198 Red Clover Way, 0.5 ac., to Justin 
Dorey & Amanda J. Muzzy, $225,000.
•Property at 150 Horseshoe Circle, 0.35 
ac., was transferred to Curran A. Robin-
son, $467,368.35.
•Jerome J. Reen transferred property at 
742 West Milton Rd, 2 ac., to Jerome J. 
Reen, $N/A.
•Glenda M. Young & Gerald E. Young Sr. 
transferred property at 150 North Rd, 
0.83 ac., to Gey Real Estate Trust, $N/A.
•Corey W. Hughes transferred property 
at 4 Lena Court, 0.79 ac., to Jennifer D. 
Ryan Living Trust, $416,000.
•Charles J. & Jodie R. Parrish transferred 
property at 77 Hobbs Rd, 0.5 ac., to 
Adam & Mykal Parrish, $N/A.
•Nicole E. Touchette & Richard C. 
Touchette Sr. transferred property at 
16 Trayah Dr., 0.14 ac., to Richard C. 
Touchette Jr., $N/A.
•Kenneth P. & Stacy L. Beaulieu trans-
ferred property at 252 Murray Ave., 
1 ac., to Glenn & Jessica Brownstein, 
$434,000.
•Darcy L. Allard transferred property at 
609 Everest Rd, 2.89 ac., to Brooke A. 
Henderson, $N/A.
•Joseph L. Rossitti transferred property 
at 985 Route 7 South, 4.93 ac., to Siz-
zling Sausage LLC, $950,000.

NORTH HERO
•Angela Bellizzi transferred property 
at 2510 Lakeview Dr., 43 ac., to Amy 
& Travis Thomason, $548,000.
•Mark & Sharon Sperber transferred 
property at 530 Butler Island East 
Lot 3C, 2 ac., to Mark H. Sperber Re-
vocable Trust & Sharon G. Sperber 
Revocable Trust, $N/A.
•Mark & Sharon Sperber transferred 
property at 530 Butler Island East 
Lots 3A, 3B, 20.2 ac., to Mark H. 
Sperber Revocable Trust & Sharon G. 
Sperber Revocable Trust, $N/A.
•Douglas & Elaine S. Maynes trans-
ferred property at 464 Lakeview Dr., 
0.34 ac., to Elaine S. Maynes and 
Douglas W. Maynes, Co-Trustees, 
$N/A.

SOUTH HERO
•Property at 22 Davis Hill Rd, 18 ac., 
was transferred to Paula M. Bagger 
& James T. Vradelis, $850,000.
•Property at 24 Harrington Ln, 0.18 
ac., was transferred to Charles P. 
Courcy, $N/A.

SWANTON
•Chase S. Cota transferred proper-
ty at 44 County Rd, 1.25 ac., to JVT 
Holdings LLC, $254,000.
•Property at 63 North River St., 0.75 
ac., was transferred to Andrew J. Be-
chard, $194,000.
•John L. Fournier transferred proper-
ty at 10 Winters Ct, 0.74 ac., to Lon-
nie & Shannon Barriere, $300,000.
•Alma & Matthew C. Sears trans-
ferred property at 50 Comstock 
Rd, 10.05 ac., to Matthew C. Sears, 
$N/A.
•Gerald W. Hayden transferred prop-
erty at 5 Wheeler Round, 0.37 ac., to 
Shelly Lamarche, Tonya Monahan & 
Jennifer Morisseau, $N/A.
•Property at 5 Malcolm St. was 
transferred to Chelsea Bessette & 
Teena Putnam, $49,000.
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“Many people’s interactions with a police officer are during a bad day,” Turn-
er told The Islander. “We wanted to bring the community together with the 
police department in a way that wasn’t scary.”

Those ties were particularly important in more recent years, according to 
Turner, in the wake of a national wave of protests over policing following the 
high-profile deaths of several unarmed Black Americans involving police in oth-
er parts of the country.

“This event needs to continue so it’s not just ‘us against police,’” Turner told 
The Islander. “I want residents in Milton to know who their police officers are.”

Among the organizations involved with National Night Out since its incep-
tion in Milton was the Milton Community Youth Coalition, an organization 
working with Milton’s younger residents to support health and wellness, and 
community engagement.

According to the organization’s director, Jessica Summer, National Night Out 
was a way to providing a free community meal for Milton residents while giv-
ing locals a community event they can attend without having to worry about 
affording tickets.

“There aren’t a lot of options for somewhere to go that’s free,” Summer 
said. “[National Night Out] doesn’t depend on someone being able to afford to 
be here.”

The event was also a “low stakes way” to introduce Milton’s youth to law 
enforcement, according to Summer, “so kids aren’t as scared during an emer-
gency.”

Among the highlights of Milton’s annual National Night Out events is a cele-
bration that often has few direct ties to law enforcement at all. For several years 
now, Milton has crowned a Community Champion during every National Night 
Out event, often for volunteer work materially benefitting the community.

This year, for the first time ever, three individuals– Seth Duchesneau, David 
Havens and Ryan Montague – were awarded at the same time for their work to 
install a new frisbee golf course that, according to Milton’s Community Champi-
on committee, “enhanced our community and recreation department.”

“It takes so much time and passion to dream up something like a disc golf 
course and push it all the way until it comes to fruition,” Keely Agan, a represen-
tative from the committee, said. “We’re so grateful for community champions 
like these ones, for carrying out dreams and putting in 1,200 hours of volunteer 
work to make this golf course a reality.”

Milton hosts National Night Out, 
celebrates ‘Community Champions’

By MICHAEL FRETT 
Islander Staff Writer

MILTON – Hundreds gathered around the shell in Milton’s Bombardier Park 
last week for the return of Milton’s National Night Out, a longstanding and popu-
lar event in the Chittenden County community.

Officers with the Milton Police Department (MPD) worked the grill behind the 
scenes and served free meals to the hundreds of Milton residents who collected 
in Bombardier Park, while representatives from a number of state and federal 
emergency service agencies welcomed visitors on the park lawn.

Music – much of it country and recognizable anthems from 1990s alternative 
rock radio – echoed over the park courtesy of Milton’s own Before This Time. 
Across the park from the shell, kids popped balloons beneath a tent, making off 
with some sort of prize in the process.

According to MPD’s chief, Steve Laroche, the event was a way for Milton res-
idents to connect with their local emergency service providers and in particular 
their police department outside of more stressful situations like emergencies or 
traffic stops.

“It’s a great event,” Laroche told The Islander. “We get an opportunity for com-
munity members to see us outside of our cruisers – without that barrier.”

National Night Out is an event organized by police departments across the 
country with the intention of “enhancing the relationship between neighbors and 
law enforcement” and “bringing back a true sense of community,” according to 

the national organization coordinating the events.
Milton has hosted a National Night Out event since 2009, originally bringing 

together the town’s police and fire departments with several other organizations 
for a smaller gathering. Gradually the event grew to the larger gathering known to 
bring more than 1000 people to Bombardier Park every year.

Don Turner, Milton’s town manager who helped coordinate the first National 
Night Out event when he was still the town’s fire chief, said his goals for the event 
were to “do something to bring the community together with the police depart-
ment, but not in an adversarial way.”

Members of the Milton Police Department cook up a few burgers and hot dogs 
during Milton’s National Night Out celebration last week. 

Photo by Michael Frett.

Ryan Montague, one of three honorary Milton Community Champion Award 
recipients, briefly takes to the mic during last week’s National Night Out event 

in Milton. Photo by Michael Frett.

Milton’s town manager Don Turner speaks during a brief presentation 
celebrating Milton’s three latest Community Champion awardees for their 

work in building Milton’s disc golf course. Photo by Michael Frett.

Milton’s three Community Champion awardees – Ryan Montague, Seth 
Duchesneau and David Havens – pose for a photo with town manager Don 

Turner during last week’s National Night Out event in Milton. 
Photo by Michael Frett.
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CORNER ROUTE 2 AND ROUTE 129
SOUTH ALBURGH, VERMONT 05440

REV. C. ANDREW CHRYSLER, PASTOR
(802)782-9384      WWW.GLBCVT.ORG

GOD'S LITTLE BROWN CHURCH
A non-denominational 

GCMF affiliated Church

“God’s Word has the answer”
WORSHIP......SUNDAY 10:00 AM

BIBLE STUDY/PRAYER-WEDNESDAY 6:30 PM

UNION BIBLE CHURCH
Main St., Route 2, Alburgh, VT

Dr. John C. Kehoe, Pastor
796-3055

Independent—Bible Believing—Gospel Preaching
       SUNDAY School & Bible Study _______  9:30AM
        SUNDAY Worship__________________ 10:30AM
        WEDNESDAY Prayer Mtg. & Bible Study 7:00PM
        WEDNESDAY Children's Bible Club____ 7:00PM

“A Friendly and Joyful Welcome Awaits You” 
Nursery Provided at all Services

website: www.unionbiblechurch.org

Congregational Church of South Hero, U.C.C.
Sunday Worship at 9:30 a.m.

(masks required at this time)

Supervised Nursery ages 5 & under
Sunday School

Pastor: Rev. Cordelia Burpee
24 South St. South Hero, VT   05486
Tel:  372-4962  • ccshvt@gmail.com

Office hours M-F 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
www.facebook.com/CCSHVT

St. Amadeus Office  796-3481
St. Rose of Lima Office 372-4092

Our Lady of the Lake Parish
Serving the churches of Alburgh, Grand Isle, 

Isle La Motte & South Hero
MASS SCHEDULE

St. Joseph, Grand Isle- Sunday: 8:00 a.m.
St. Rose of Lima, South Hero- 

Saturday: 4:00 p.m.  
St. Amadeus Parish, Alburgh- 

Sunday: 10:30 a.m.

United Methodist Church
Isle La Motte ~ North Hero ~ Grand Isle

AUGUST UMC PARISH SCHEDULE
AUG. 14

10:30 Grand Isle
AUG. 21

8:30 Isle La Motte
10:30 North Hero

AUG. 28
10:30 Grand Isle

  Reverend Chico Martin         
Parish Office  372-6638

PUBLIC NOTICE
ALBURGH RESCUE

In order to more effectively serve the changing needs 
of the community, the members of Alburgh Fire & Rescue 
have decided to move EMS operations to a separate new 
organization. The new organization, Alburgh Rescue, Inc., 
will serve Alburgh and Isle LaMotte and is applying for 
licensure to as an ambulance service by the Vermont De-
partment of Health.

This service proposes to begin operation on October 
1, 2022 within the geographic boundaries of Alburgh and 
Isle LaMotte. 

In accordance with 24 V.S.A. Emergency Medical Ser-
vices Statute, public comments are invited to be received 
by the department by Aug. 30, 2022.

Address comments to:
Vermont Department of Health
Office of Public Health Preparedness and EMS 
PO Box 70
Burlington, VT 05402-0070

The Voters of the Village of Alburgh are hereby 
notified to attend an informational meeting 

proposing the following Charter change.
Informational meetings will be August 16 at the 

Municipal Office and August 23 at 6:30 PM. 
Australian ballot vote Tuesday, September 2, 2022

Charter Change Proposal
The Current Charter is insufficient to meet the Village 

of Alburgh’s needs. The Trustees have determined that the 
following changes need to be amended to read: At each an-
nual meeting of said Village there shall be elected the fol-
lowing officers: one trustee, Village Tax Collector and one 
auditor. The Village Trustees would like to make the Clerk 
/ Treasurer an employee position with the Village Trustees 
advertising and hiring.



New England Via Vermont


802-796-3665
www.newenglandviavermont.com

  A Souvenir, Card and Gift Shop 
Located in Alburgh Village

Visit our VT History and Geology Room
Open daily 10-5; Sun. & Wed. by chance.

Explore our FREE Civil War Museum
Look for the Red Welcome Wagon





















Motte  News
Isle la 

By Rusty Spaulding, Chair, Selectboard
I would like to thank everyone who took the time 

to attend our Aug. 1 meeting to discuss the recent 
vandalism in our community. The Selectboard will be 
issuing a written statement shortly to all community 
members strongly condemning this behavior. I will 
be bringing the following to our boards next meeting 
for consideration for adoption. This has already been 
adopted by approximately 40 towns in the state. 

TOWN OF ISLE LA MOTTE 
DECLARATION OF INCLUSION

“The   Town   of   Isle La Motte   condemns  racism 
and welcomes all persons, regardless of race, color, 
religion, national  origin, sex, gender identity or 
expression, age, or disability,  and will protect these 
classes to the fullest extent of the law.  As a town, 
we formally condemn discrimination in all forms and 
commit to fair and equal treatment of everyone in 
our community.  The Town of Isle La Motte has and 
will continue to be a place where individuals can live 
freely and express their opinions.”



The Islander     August 10 - August 16, 2022 23

JULY 29 - AUG. 4
Between Friday, 

July 29 and Thursday, 
Aug. 4, the Milton Po-
lice Department ar-
rested 3 people. Of-
ficers also issued 7 
traffic tickets and 19  
warnings.

Friday, July 29
Arrest on Warrant
Ofc. Noel, Ofc. Carl-

son, and Sgt. Locke 
made contact with 
an individual with an 
active arrest warrant. 
The subject was taken 
into Custody and will 
appear in Court.

8:29 p.m. Tennis Ct, 
Welfare Check

Cpl. Coulombe was 
dispatched to Tennis 
Court where it was re-
ported that there was 
a mini-van in the park-
ing lot with three small 
unattended children 
present. Upon arriv-
al, it was learned that 
there was a corn-hole 
tournament happen-
ing, and the children 
were accompanied by 
an adult. 

Saturday, July 30
12:22 a.m. I89 NB, 

Assist - Agency
While on patrol, Cpl. 

Coulombe initiated a 
traffic stop as the Ver-
mont State Police had 
previously aired a Be-
On-The-Lookout for 
the vehicle for a num-
ber of observed motor 
vehicle violations. The 
Vermont State Police 
were notified and ul-
timately took over the 
investigation.

9:23 p.m. Heritage 
Dr, Georgia, Noise

Ofc. Noel respond-
ed to Heritage Road 
in Georgia for the re-
port of gunshots in the 
area. Upon arrival, no 
further gunshots could 
be heard, and the ini-
tial location of the re-
ported shots could not 
be identified.

 Sunday, July 31
12:05 a.m. Sweeney 

Farm Rd, Georgia, Do-
mestic Assault - Felony

MILTON 
POLICE 

LOG
Ofc. Noel re-

sponded with as-
sistance from the 
Franklin County 
Sherriff’s Office for 
reports of a pos-
sible physical do-
mestic in progress. 
Upon arrival, this 
incident was con-
firmed to involve a 
physical altercation 
and the responsi-
ble party was taken 
into custody for ag-
gravated domestic 
assault. 

12:46 a.m. I89 
N, Georgia, Assist - 
Agency

While on patrol, 
Cpl. Coulombe was 
able to assist the 
Williston State Po-
lice with a wrong 
way driver that 
nearly struck a Ver-
mont State Trooper 
on the interstate. 
The Vermont State 
Police issued a Be-
o n - t h e - l o o ko u t , 
leading Cpl. Cou-
lombe to patrol the 
interstate. Shortly 
thereafter, the driv-
er could be seen 
traveling in the 
wrong direction of 
travel, and eventu-
ally stopped to Cpl. 
Coulomb’s emer-
gency lights and 
sirens. The Vermont 
State Police took 
over the investiga-
tion and took the 
subject into custo-
dy for suspicion of 
driving under the 
influence.

9:23 p.m. Heri-
tage Dr, Georgia, 
Noise

Ofc. Noel re-
sponded to Heri-
tage Road in Geor-
gia for the report 
of gunshots in the 
area. Upon arrival, 
no further gunshots 
could be heard, 
and the initial loca-
tion of the reported 
shots could not be 
identified.

3:49 p.m.  Lawn-
wood Dr, Distur-

bance
Cpl. Scalise and 

Ofc. Noel respond-
ed to a residence on 
Lawnwood Drive for 
a third party report 
of an altercation in 
progress. Upon arriv-
al it was learned the 
incident was verbal 
only, and had already 
de-escalated. The in-
volved parties agreed 
to separate for the 
evening, and declined 
further police involve-
ment. 

Monday, Aug. 1
10:17 a.m. Aurora 

Ln, Domestic Distur-
bance

Cpl. Porter and Ofc. 
Bosworth responded 
to a third party report 
of a loud argument 
on Aurora Lane. Upon 
arrival, an argument 
could be heard from 
the residents. After 
making contact with 
the two subjects, it 
was confirmed the 
argument was verbal 
only, and that every-
one was alright. Both 
parties advised they 
did not need addi-
tional assistance and 
would call back if fur-
ther issues arose. No 
further calls were re-
ceived.

Tuesday, Aug. 2
12:41 p.m. US Route 

7 S, Alarm
Ofc. Bosworth, Cpl. 

Porter, Det. Hend-
ry and Det. Noel re-
sponded to a bank on 
US RT7 with the acti-
vation of their hold-up 
alarm. Upon arrival, 
dispatch was able to 
make contact with an 
employee inside who 
advised the activation 
was accidental, and 
they were not being 
held-up.

4:52 p.m. Middle 
Rd, Accident - Proper-
ty Damage

Ofc. McQueen re-
sponded to a two car 
Motor Vehicle Crash 
on Middle Road. There 
were no injuries and 
the vehicles sustained 
minor damage.

Wednesday, Aug. 3
3:06 p.m.  I89 NB,  

Assist - Agency
Sgt. Locke respond-

ed to I89 for the report 

of a single car roll-
over crash with un-
known injuries. Sgt. 
Locke was the first 
to arrive on scene, 
followed by Milton 
Rescue. The driv-
er was alert and 
talking, and was 
able to exit the ve-
hicle. The Vermont 
State Police ar-
rived on scene and 
screened the driver 
who was subse-
quently taken into 
custody for suspi-
cion of Driving Un-
der the Influence. 

4:32 p.m. Old 
Stage Rd / Manley 
Rd, Westford, Assist 
- Agency

Sgt. Locke re-
sponded in West-
ford to the area 
of Old Stage and 
Manley Road with 
the report of a sin-
gle car rollover. The 
Vermont State Po-
lice took over the 
investigation as it 
is in their coverage 
area, and ultimately 
the driver was tak-
en into custody for 
suspicion of Driving 
Under the Influence. 

Thursday, Aug. 4
1:41 a.m. US RT 

2 / Jasper Mine RD, 
Colchester, DLS

While on patrol, 
Cpl. Coulombe ini-
tiated a traffic stop 
for an observed 
motor vehicle vio-
lation. Upon iden-
tifying the operator 
it was learned that 
their license was 
suspended. The 
driver was issued 
a citation and will 
appear in court at a 
later date.

4:33 p.m. US RT 7, 
Animal Problem

Ofc. Palermo 
was dispatched to 
the parking lot of 
a business with the 
report of a dog left 
in the vehicle. Once 
on scene, Ofc. Pal-
ermo arrived to the 
vehicle at the same 
time as the own-
ers who confirmed 
there were no ani-
mals left in the ve-
hicle, only an empty 
dog crate.

Northwestern Counseling  &
Support  Services, Inc.

Behavior Health Crisis Services
• 524-6554 or 1-800-834-7793 •
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To place an obituary 
contact The Islander at 
802-372-5600 or email 

islander@vermontislander.com
The first 200 words and one photo are 

offered at no charge. 
Additional words are offered at $.10 each.

Please contact The Islander with questions.

Your Government in Action - 
Below are upcoming local government meetings based on reports from 

area towns and schools. Meeting schedules are subject to change.  Please 
check the town or school website for 

postponements and cancellations.

Government boards also are allowed to have special meetings, but must 
provide public notice at least 48 hours in advance.  Emergency meetings, 

which are rare in Vermont, are allowed with less than 24 hours notice, but must 
be a crisis situation, like a major flood or a 

town bridge being wiped out. 
Vermont’s Open Meeting Law mandates that all boards distribute their 

agendas ahead of all regular and special meetings to those people that file 
requests for them each calendar year with the clerk.

JUSTIN TYLER BUTTS
S O U T H 

H E R O — J u s t i n 
Tyler Butts, 33, 
passed away Au-
gust 5, 2022 at his 
home.

Justin was 
born on Jan. 14, 
1989 in Putnam, 
CT the son of Cory 
“Charles” Butts and Sarah Coutu (Lamarre).

Justin was a man of many trades and was a hard 
worker. The only thing he loved more than animals 
and the great outdoors was his bike, that he was ex-
tremely proud of. Justin was proud of the work he 
had put in to better his life, no matter how hard it 
got. He will be remembered by his family who al-
ready miss their buddy. 

He is survived by his parents Cory “Charles” Butts 
of South Hero and Sarah (David) Coutu of Florida, 
sister, Caitlynn Butts of Florida, niece Maddison Mea 
“Maddie Mae” LaMarre Coutu, and many uncles and 
aunts. 

Visitation will be held at Minor Funeral Home in 
Milton on Aug. 16 from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.

Online condolences can be made at www.
minorfh.com 

DONALDSON HALL MASHTARE
NORTH HERO - 

Donald was born 
in North Hero, VT 
January 3, 1937 to 
Clifford and Mary 
Jane (Hutchins) 
Mashtare. One 
of 8 children - his 
given name was 
Donaldson Hall 
Mashtare - (Don-
aldson - the last name of the kind folks his mother 
worked for and Hall - the doctor who delivered him). 
He grew up across the bridge over Lake Champlain in 
Alburgh, VT. His hard work ethic started at a young 
age - as he delighted in telling the story of working 
for a local farmer and crashing the farmer’s truck into 
a utility pole at the age of 10.

He pursued the love of his life, Norma Jean (Soule) 
to the chagrin of his soon to be in-laws and they mar-
ried in 1955. They moved to the booming industrial 
region of Connecticut for work and started their lives 
building their family. Norma reflected on Donald’s 
work ethic - stating factory bosses wondered if more 
hard workers like him could be found up in VT.

They eventually moved back north - Donald join-
ing a construction company with his father in-law 
Ralph O. Soule - as they worked on the New York In-
terstate system (US90 and US87). As a member of the 
IUOE (International Union of Operating Engineers) - 
Donald became a licensed crane operator and mas-
tered that profession until he retired in 1998. Never 
one to sit around - bending the union rules joining 
the laborers in the ditches landed him with union 
grievances on at least one occasion.

In 1963 they moved back to the Lake Champlain 
islands - living out their lives in North Hero. Full circle 
- they purchased West Shore Cabins from Norma’s 
parents in 1969 - which, by the way, was formerly the 
Donaldson property prior to that. Here they spent 
many years providing a summer vacation spot that 
would build memories for generations to come and 
making a lot of wonderful friends.

Donald was also a Master in the Masonic Lodge, 
a member of the Eastern Star and put a lot of years 
in as a member of the North Hero Volunteer Fire De-

partment. Hard worker and yet never shy of having a 
good time with family and friends - Donald and Nor-
ma spent time as snowbirds in retirement years, en-
joying good times in Florida and back to North Hero 
for the spring-fall seasons to run West Shore Cabins.

Donald was predeceased by Norma and now they 
are reunited - on August 13 (their wedding anniver-
sary day). He was also predeceased by his parents 
and all of his siblings. Donald leaves behind three 
children - - Donna Lynn Macdonald (Bill Johnson) 
and Bruce Kevin Mashtare and Dale Robert (and 
Penny) Mashtare along with grandchildren ..Donald 
(and Barbara) Mashtare, Keith Mashtare, Daniel (and 
Barb) Mashtare, Rachel (and Cory) Brown, Heather 
Macdonald, Ryan (and Alaffia) Macdonald, Lucas (and 
Ashley) Mashtare, Keaton (and Megan) Mashtare, 
Braden Mashtare and several great grand-children 
plus many nieces and nephews.

Join us for a celebration of life for Donald 
Mashtare - on August 13 at Donald & Norma’s home 
at 8888 US Route 2 following a ceremony at the Je-
rusalem Cemetery at 11:30 a.m. Donald had passed 
earlier this year to rejoin Norma. Let’s all take some 
time to reflect on a rich life lived and enjoyed and say 
a toast starting at 1 p.m. after the cemetery. Refresh-
ments provided. You may want to bring a lawn chair.

ANNUAL TAKE OUT 
CHICKEN BARBECUE

Saturday, Aug. 20 • 4 p.m. to 6 p.m.
MENU: One half barbecue chicken, 

baked potatoes, baked beans, coleslaw, 
corn on the cob and a roll.

COST: $12
LOCATION: Islands in the Sun Senior 

Center, 547 South Main Street, Alburgh
RESERVATIONS: Paul 802-796-3676 by 

August  10.
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HOWARD SCHWENKER
ISLE LA MOTTE 

- Howard Schwen-
ker 92, former-
ly of Oakland, 
NJ, passed away 
peacefully at his 
home in Isle La 
Motte with his 
wife by his side on 
July 26, 2022.

Howard (How-
ie) was born 
in Hasbrouck 
Heights, NJ on March 24, 1930.  He was predeceased 
by his parents, Howard and Ruth Schwenker, and his 
sister, Joan Rejda.

Howie graduated from Hackensack High School 
(NJ) in 1947.  After high school, he worked for Manu-
facturers Hanover Trust.  Howie received an offer to 
move to Florida and learned how to layout and fab-
ricate sheet metal.  Due to the draft for the Korean 
War, he had to leave Florida and return to NJ.  Howie 
served in the Air National Guard from 1950-1956 and 
it was during this time that he met his future wife, 
Polly Pratt.  While living in NJ, Howie worked sever-
al HVAC companies and the B.G. Pratt Company.  He 
moved to Isle La Motte, VT in 1983 and started his 
own business, Howard’s Alarm Service.  He retired in 
2007.

During his lifetime, Howie worked for many vol-
unteer and civic organizations including the Master 
of the Isle La Motte Free Masons, Trustee of the Isle 
La Motte United Methodist Church, the Isle La Motte 
Memorial Gardens, the Isle La Motte Fire depart-
ment, the Isle La Motte Historical Society, the Isle La 
motte Planning Commission, C.I.D.E.R., and the Lake 
Champlain Islands Chamber of Commerce.  Howie 
was the Commissioner of the Bergen County High 
School Ice Hockey League while he was living in New 
Jersey.

Howie loved sports was a lifelong fan of the New 
York Rangers and the New York Giants.

Howie is survived by his wife of 70 years, Harri-
ot (Polly) Schwenker and sons David, Donald, and 
Douglas, Donald’s spouse, Terri, grandchildren, Me-
gan, Abigail, and Jack, sister-in-law Peggy Long and 8 
nephews and 2 nieces.

Visiting hours will be at the Goss Funeral Home, 
89 Grand Avenue, Swanton, VT 05488 on Friday, Aug. 
19, 2022 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

A memorial service will be held at the Isle La 
Motte Methodist Church on Aug. 20, 2022 at 12 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, please make a donation to the 
Isle La Motte United Methodist Church, P.O. Box 152 
Isle La Motte, VT 05463.

AUDREY MARIE NOEL
BURLINGTON 

- Audrey Marie 
Noel, 86 of Grand 
Isle, passed away 
on July 28, 2022 
at UVM Medical 
Center surround-
ed by her family.

Audrey was 
born on July 20, 
1936 in Burling-
ton, VT, the Daughter of Chester Poquette and Mary 
Cameron.

Audrey had a passion for helping people, which 
led her to pursue a career in nursing. She graduated 
from Mary Fletcher in 1957 and began her career as 
an RN. She worked for many years at the Champlain 
Islands Health Center in Grand Isle. After she retired 
from nursing, she enjoyed working at Claussen’s 
Greenhouse.

Audrey’s favorite hobbies included gardening, 
walking, making candles, traveling and making/sell-
ing bracelets to raise money for childhood cancer 
research. She was a kind-hearted soul and had a big 
impact on everyone she met. Audrey cherished her 
family and loved spending time with them. To her 
family, she was known as grandma “Dee”.

She is survived by her children; Scott (Martha) 
Noel of Colchester, Kimberly (Scott) Pidgeon of Es-
sex Jct., Daniel (Kelly) Noel of Essex; daughter-in-
law Jenny Kull of Essex Jct.; her grandchildren; Lily 
Noel, Molly Noel, Megan Pidgeon, Erin Noel and Av-
ery Noel. Her siblings; Paul (Patricia) Poquette of St. 
Albans, Earl (Judy) Poquette of North Hero, Michael 
(Melody) Poquette of Alburgh, Neil (Terry) Poquette 
of Alburgh; and her beloved dog Krispy Kasper.

She is predeceased by her husband Bernard Noel; 
parents Chester and Mary; children Eric Noel and in-
fant twins, James Arthur and Michelle Rene; grand-
daughter; Sarah Pidgeon.

Her family would like to thank her physician at 
UVMMC, Dr. Peter A. Kaminski.

A funeral mass will take place on August 12 at 1 
p.m. at St. Anne’s Shrine in Isle La Motte, following 
mass a consolation meal will take place, followed by 
a committal service at Hyde Cemetery in North Hero 
at 4 p.m. Please consider wearing purple, as it was 
Audrey’s favorite color.

In lieu of flowers, please donate to Make a Wish 
Vermont in Audrey’s memory.

Online condolences can be made at www.
minorfh.com 

ALICE MARY (OUIMETTE) REMILLARD
W I N S T E D , 

CT - Alice Mary 
(Ouimette) Remi-
llard of Winsted, 
Connecticut, died 
Friday, June 18, 
2021 at the age of 
92. Alice passed 
at her daughter’s 
home in Apple-
ton, Wisconsin. 
Alice was born and raised in Burlington, Vermont 
on Aug. 11, 1928, the daughter of Marion Blanche 
(Martin) Ouimette and Edward Ouimette.  She was 
preceded in death by her sister, Theresa A. (Ouim-
ette) Emmons. Alice received a A.M.D.G. Diploma - 
Sodality of Our Blessed Lady on Dec. 8,1944, at the 
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Burling-
ton, Vermont.   

 She was the beloved wife of Donald Remillard. 
They were married in Burlington, Vermont on Oct. 
21, 1950. Donald passed on July 1, 1984. They had 34 
happy years together. They lived and worked in, Burl-
ington, Vermont and then moved to Forestville, Con-
necticut where they lived for many years and raised 
their family.  Alice is survived by her five children: 
Mark Remillard, Robert Remillard, Donna Tapia, Pa-
mela Perotte and Michael Remillard. She is also sur-
vived by her 13 grandchildren, 15 great grandchil-
dren, and 2 great-great grandchildren.  

 Alice worked as a waitress in South Burlington, 
Vermont and in Bristol, Connecticut at the Farm Shop 
Restaurant. Alice loved working and helping people.  
She then went on to work with the Transamerica Cor-
poration at Gems Sensors in Plainville, Connecticut.  
She enjoyed her work and the people around her and 
stayed there until her retirement.  After retirement 
she moved to Winsted, Connecticut.  She enjoyed 
walking her dog Ben and then Monty in Peoples 
State Park and along the Connecticut River. Her love 
for shopping at thrift stores and garage sales brought 
her to volunteer at the Valley Thrift Shop in Winsted. 
Her friends at the Thrift Shop provided these words 
of remembrance:  With saddened heart we had to 
say goodbye to our beautiful, sweet, kindhearted 
volunteer, Alice Remillard. She was with the Valley 
Thrift Shop for more than 2 decades. Alice was loved 
by our staff and every customer who entered our 
store. She was an absolutely beautiful person, always 
so kind, she had a heart of gold. Her smile and loving 
ways were the heart of The Valley Thrift Shop. 

 The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass was offered for 
the Repose of the Soul of Alice Remillard on Aug. 11, 
2022 at 11:15 at Saint Anne’s Shrine in Isle La Mot-
tle, Vermont.  Saint Anne’s Shrine was a special place 
for Alice, her husband, and children over many years. 
Alice loved the Lake Champlain Islands. Her mother 
was born on Grand Isle to Ephraim and Lucy Mar-
tin. Alice also had a camp on Isle La Motte for many 
years. She enjoyed sharing the summer days with 
her children and their families and grandkids. Many 
winters were spent preparing the ice fishing catch of 
perch after a good day of fishing.  

Donations in her memory may be made to Saint 
Anne’s Shrine, 92 St Anne’s Rd., P.O. Box 280, Isle La 
Motte, VT 05463.

I r i c k  E x c a v a t i n g
Bulldozer, Backhoe, Dump Truck, Stone, Gravel, Sand
Septic Systems & Water Lines - All Kinds of Work!

Alburg, VT
F R E E 
Estimates 796-3571

Road Grader
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Kids Try-athlon
By Jessica Jackson

SOUTH HERO - The annual South Hero Kids Try-athlon, sponsored by the 
Recreation Committee, was held at White’s Beach where kids ages 3-16 par-
ticipated in a swim, bike and run on Saturday, July 30. The young try-athletes 
included Emma Martin, Chase and Cole Chevrefils, Charlie Hobbs, Chris Lane, 
Liam and Leila McMillian, Olivia and Henry Rutkowski, Owen Lord, Cole Dallas, 
and John, Daniel, Joseph, William, Samuel and Ella Jackson. Well done every-
one.

In case you missed it, there will be another kids try-athlon on Saturday, Aug. 
28 at White’s Beach. Registration is at 9:30 a.m., races start at 10 a.m. There are 
3 distances to choose from depending on age/ability. This free event is for kids 
ages 5-18, but younger kids are welcome to participate if they have a parent 
willing to supervise and/or do the race with them. This is a great opportunity to 
try a new sport. The Recreation Committee promises all will have a great time! 
Please bring a swimsuit, goggles, water shoes (if wanted), shoes to run in, a 
bike and a helmet (required). Drinks and snacks will be provided.

The swim portion of the race begins!

Peter Jackson holds up a course map and gives a pre-race speech about 
what the kids will do and where they will go.

Charlie Hobbs and Chris Lane begin the bike portion of the race.

Owen Lord holds out his hand to give Henry Rutkowski a high five 
as he crosses the finish line.
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---------------------------------
WELDING: Aluminum - Stainless & Steel. 
Custom railing, ramps, decks. Fuel tanks, 
holding tanks. One off hot rods & chassis. Boat 
propeller & skeg repair. Jesberger Welding & 
Fabrication. 802-324-6954      
11/2

---------------------------------
Building additions, complete remodels, 
new garages, foundations, house lifting, 
barn restoration, excavation. Late season 
availability. Bill Miller 802-355-0313    
BTFN

---------------------------------
HARDSCAPING - LANGLOIS LAWN CARE, LLC
New and replacement installs of paver and 
natural stone walkways, retaining walls, 
patios and fire pits. Free estimates, fully 
insured contact Brian (802)363-4777 or 
Langloislawncare@yahoo.com     9/14

---------------------------------

-FREE-
---------------------------------

WINEMAKER magazines 2002 - 2016.  Call 802-
372-5002; leave msg.   8/10

---------------------------------

-SALES-
---------------------------------

Yard Sale Saturday, Aug. 20, 2022. Pine Manor, 
42 Lake St., Alburgh, VT. Time 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
By the box or bag, our choice. Also collectibles, 
lamp, some furniture, kitchenware, etc.    
8/17

---------------------------------
WHOLE HOUSE ESTATE SALE - Aug. 12 & 13 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Aug. 14 from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. 15 Broadway Road, Plattsburgh NY. 
POC: Northern New York Estate Liquidators. 
518-335-9652. We’ll be selling an entire house 
full of items!

---------------------------------

---------------------------------
TURNBAUGH ROOFING- Slate, shingle, metal, 
rubber. Painting all flashings & metal roofs. 
Chimney repair. Free Estimates. Insured. 802-
372-5781 or 802-238-2994 John     BTFN

---------------------------------
Coat your rusting metal roof with asphalt 
silver-brite roof coating. Free estimates 
802-735-6419  visit us 
at northwoodsroofcoatings.com       8/17

---------------------------------
FINNISH TOUCH CARPENTRY - Remodeling, 
renovations and more. Fully insured. Over 40 
years experience with knowledge. Call 802-
233-2639     BTFN

---------------------------------

---------------------------------
ISLAND SEWING: All aspects of sewing. Alter-
ations, mending, formal wear. Specializing in 
bridal gowns. 30+ years experience. Call 802-
372-0194     BTFN

---------------------------------
LANDRY CARPENTRY - Islands local trusted 
contractor. Call 802-734-9612 or 802-372-3701. 
BTFN

---------------------------------
Sewing Machine Service. Over 50 years experi-
ence. We make house calls. 80-372-4497  BTFN

---------------------------------
Northern Isle Massage - Licensed and insured 
massage therapist with 20 years of experience.   
Expertise in a variety of treatment styles.  802-
391-4016, NorthernIsleMassage@gmail.com   
BTFN

---------------------------------

-FOR SALE-
---------------------------------

Stone top outdoor eating table, comes with six 
chairs. $400.00. 802-233-7183     8/17

---------------------------------
Private Sale. Winterized lake frontage house 
with concrete foundation. Large garage, metal 
roofing, air conditioner 10,000 BTU, concrete 
seawall with launching ramp. New windows in 
house and basement. Large front balcony. As-
phalt driveway. $375,000. 514-365-5852 Hans 
or Ewa.  8/17

---------------------------------
Shippable Swim Float 8x10 and 4’ ladder from 
Dock Doctor. Used one season. $2800. Call 
518-526-6677.      8/31

---------------------------------
2018 John Deere Riding Lawnmower 17.5 HP 
25 Hours $1400.00 Call 802-734-7487.   8/24

---------------------------------
Tinnesian Ailaah   stainless steel   tent wood 
stove $300. Boat hoise, lifts up to 16’ boat 
$300. Electric 110 volt winch. Forewards and 
backwards with 400’ steel cable $300. 2 sets 
of construction scaffold complete with boards 
$300. 514-365-5852   8/10

---------------------------------

-SERVICES-
---------------------------------

Why wait for long turn-around times at the 
big box stores? Local flooring man for hire! 
20+ years of experience. fully insured. Free 
delivery. Call Alan at Amp It Up Flooring, 802-
324-6726     BTFN

---------------------------------
Tree Removal and Tree Pruning by VT Certified 
Arborist. Fruit Tree and Hedge Pruning. Stump 
Grinding. New trees and hedges planted. 
Clean-Ups and mulch. Heartwood Landscape 
and Tree Services LLC. 802-893-7371 
maxheartwd@myfairpoint.net     8/17

---------------------------------

LARGE enough to 
store your car or 

small boat!
Small enough to 

clear your clutter!

Route 2, 
Alburgh VT

Call today for 
sizes & info!

rrs TM
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-EMPLOYMENT-
---------------------------------

-WANTED-
---------------------------------

Help needed refinishing a 500 sq ft deck. I’ve 
used Cabot oil based products in the past.  In 
South Hero.  Experienced finishers please call 
Tom at 802-372-6543.   8/10

---------------------------------
Looking for someone to put in and take out my 
dock each year. I’m in North Hero and yard is 
flat ground and shallow water so easy access. 
It’s a roll- a - dock so on wheels and in sections 
but my guy has moved away so need new help.
802-356-1545     8/17

---------------------------------
CASH FOR VINYL LP’s - In business since 
2009, fair prices paid for gently used vinyl 
records. We travel to you. Check us out at 
Burlingtonrecords.com or call us at (802) 881-
0303 for a quick evaluation    8/24

---------------------------------
Seeking experienced adult to teach me basic 
computer skills eg. email such as attaching 
files and filing out forms, web browsing, etc. 
Also need assistance in packing & cleaning 
home for sale. Call for details. 360-672-0884, 
802-378-5539, Grand Isle.    8/10

---------------------------------

Seeking Automotive Collection Manager/
Master Mechanic: The Z Motorsports Collection 
at Apple Island Resort is comprised of an 
exemplary collection of sports cars produced 
from the 1960s to present day. We are seeking 
a Manager/Mechanic to help curate the 
collection, with strong mechanical abilities 
and experience in marketing. This position is 
full-time and reports to the Museum Director, 
who has shared responsibility for the Arnold 
Zlotoff Tool Museum. Email zack.stewart@
sourceandrecruit.com for more information. 
8/17

---------------------------------

Grand Isle 
Sheriff’s Dept. log. 

Aug. 2 - Aug. 8
Tues., Aug. 2

ALBURGH
Citizen Assist (3)
Motor Vehicle Com-
plaint 
GRAND ISLE
Citizen Assist (3)
Crash
ISLE LA MOTTE
Citizen Assist

Wed., Aug. 3
GRAND ISLE
Fraud
Public Speaking
Suspicious (2)
NORTH HERO
Citizen Dispute
Service of APO
SOUTH HERO
Negligent Operation

Thurs., Aug. 4
ALBURGH
Citizen Assist (2)
GRAND ISLE
Traffic Hazard
ISLE LA MOTTE
Citizen Assist 
Restraining Order

Fri., Aug. 5
GRAND ISLE
Citizen Assist
SOUTH HERO
Agency Assist
Criminal DLS

Mon., Aug. 8
ALBURGH
Assault
Citizen Assist
Restraining Order
Vandalism 
GRAND ISLE
Property Damage
Theft
ISLE LA MOTTE
Citizen Assist 
Crash  
NORTH HERO
Animal Problem

To the Editor,
I learned so much at the North Hero Shoreline 

Social, sponsored by Friends of Northern Lake Cham-
plain. I got advice on protecting my shoreline to im-
prove the water quality in Lake Champlain. I learned 
how to prevent erosion and stormwater runoff on 
my property. I found out about the Lake Wise Pro-
gram, an Agency of Natural Resources initiative that 
awards lake-friendly shoreland property. It’s free. 
Contact Lake Wise at the Vermont Agency of Natu-
ral Resources. A Lake Wise evaluator will spend up to 
one and half hours assessing and providing technical 
advice on your property and make recommendations 
for how to become Lake Wise certified. And lastly, I 
learned the simplest way to improve water quality: 
let your lawn grow (“no mow”) or “raise the blade” 
to 3” or higher. We all love our lake. I invite you to 
check out these resources to improve its water qual-
ity.

Sincerely, Diane Bahrenburg
North Hero

CCHA announces:
“Sunday on Valcour Island”

featuring Tours of the Historic Bluff Point Lighthouse
By Helen Nerska, Director, Clinton County Historical Association

PLATTSBURGH - The public is invited to join the Clinton County Historical Asso-
ciation (CCHA) at the Peru Dock for the opportunity to visit the historic Bluff Point 
Lighthouse on Valcour Island.  Tours will take place on Sunday, August 21. Round 
trip transportation is available for a fee.  The boat, that holds 4-5 people per trip, 
will begin shuttling at 9:20 a.m. with trips to the island every 20 minutes.  The 
Lighthouse will close at 2:45 p.m. and all visitors to the Island must return by 3 
p.m.  In the event of wind or thunderstorms the tour will be canceled, and refunds 
will be offered. 

Pre-Registration, payment and scheduling departure times must be done in 
advance to guarantee a spot on the boat.  Once on the island a Docent will be 
available for tours of the Lighthouse. Participants must be aware that the trip re-
quires the physical ability to debark and board from the Island’s natural landing, 
walking on uneven surfaces over rough terrain and climbing stairs.  The Island is 
also famous for poison ivy and poison parsnip plants.  An adult must accompany 
anyone under the age of 12 and those under the age of 16 must bring and wear 
their own life jackets.  Individuals may bring a picnic lunch to enjoy while on the 
island and must carry out what you carry in.

  Visitors to the Lighthouse will view displays depicting the history of Lake 
Champlain Lighthouses, Lake Champlain’s Military History, the 20th Century 
Camps on Valcour Island and the Life of a Lighthouse Keeper. Visitors may climb to 
the Lantern Room to see the functioning light and the outstanding view it offers.

For more information and to register your spot, please call the Clinton County 
Historical Association at 518-561-0340.  Information about the Lighthouse can be 
found on Facebook or the Museum’s website.

Location: Peru Dock, 3930 State Route 9, Plattsburgh



The Islander    August 10 - August 16, 202230

A daily look at life in the Champlain Islands featuring exclusive photos by Swanson and 
available on The Islander’s facebook page, www.facebook.com/lakechamplainislander, 

Instagram @theislandernewsvt and twitter @TheIslanderNews

A Great Blue Heron fishing recently.

Wayne Tyrrell of South Hero kept an eye on 13-year-olds Tommy Sutherland of 
South Burlington and Cal McLaughlin of Newton, Mass (in hat) as they used steel 
rakes to spread a bucket load of blackrock into a pothole on Crescent Bay Road.

GOOD MORNING THURSDAY 
The sun rises over Jay Peak and the Inland Sea Thursday morning.

GIANT SWALLOWTAIL AT WORK
A giant swallowtail butterfly works and wings through a South Hero garden 

during a scorching hot day in the Islands Sunday afternoon.

Good Hope Farm Barn Manager Kristin Thompson moved a load of sawdust 
while doing chores and a mower trimmed the lawn at 

St. Rose of Lima Church Thursday.

A water skier on Lake Champlain recently.
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WATERSHED WILDLIFE CLASS AT WORTHEN LIBRARY 
Environmental Educator Mya Wiles of the VINS Nature Center in Quechee held 
a workshop on Watershed Wildlife at the Worthen Library in South Hero Friday. 
She traced a raindrop’s journey through a watershed and brought two live animal 
ambassadors who depend on the watershed cycle to survive. Mya introduced a 
raptor, 26-year-old female red-tailed hawk Bloomfield. The hawk was brought 
to VINS after hikers found it on the ground with a wounded wing but the injury 

wouldn’t heal well enough to let her fly again.

Guy Goulet was bringing freshly harvested corn into the 
Goulet Farm Stand Thursday morning.

Jet skiers beat the heat recently.

SEEING RED
A red squirrel checks out the scene in Grand Isle a couple days ago.

Swimmers cool off in the lake while trying to beat the August heat recently.

EAGLE AND GULL
A gull chases a bald eagle across Sawyers Bay in South Hero earlier this week.




