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Grand Isle begins financial review
following findings in new audit

By MIKE DONOGHUE
Islander Staff Writer

GRAND ISLE -- The Grand Isle Selectboard began to move forward Monday 
night on trying to correct more than 15 flaws uncovered in the final report from 
an independent auditor hired by the town following financial concerns raised 
by more than 150 residents 18 months ago.

Chairman Adam White went down 16 points or issues raised by Batchelder 
Associates, a certified public accounting firm in Barre, in her final report re-
ceived last week.

White assigned several points to board members to study so the town can 
help put proper controls and written policies in place going forward.  The board 
and community will pick up the discussion at the Dec. 19 at 6 p.m., White said.

The meeting became contentious at times, especially during discussion 
about the lack of checks and balances within the town for timesheets. 

Selectboard member Jeff Parizo pulled together for the board a roughly 
100-page document that showed evidence from Batchelder Associates of add-
ing mistakes on the timesheets.  In most cases the town was shorted, but there 
also was at least one case when Road Commissioner Ronnie Bushway was un-
derpaid.

Some issues also centered on inconsistencies when different employees 
claimed overtime pay in weeks that they went over 40 hours by claiming sick, 
vacation or personal time.

Parizo said he was not a financial person, but has been asking questions for 
six years and not getting answers.

Parizo was asked by audience members if he would share his written anal-
ysis and he said it was public.  He was the only Selectboard member to try to 
provide a written breakdown of the findings by using various documents.

White said the town is moving toward a universal time sheet for all depart-
ments and offices.

See “FINANCIAL REVIEW” Page 2
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Recount upholds Morgan, Leavitt
By MIKE DONOGHUE
Islander Staff Writer

NORTH HERO – The numbers may have changed slightly in the legislative re-
count, but Rep. Michael Morgan, R-Grand Isle/West Milton and political newcom-
er Josie Leavitt of Grand Isle will head to Montpelier in January.

Morgan, who reportedly had 2,239 votes on election night and 2,241 during 
the official canvas with the Secretary of State, ended up gaining one more vote in 
the recount on Wednesday for a final tally of 2,242.

Leavitt, a Grand Isle Democrat, remained unchanged throughout with 2,151 
votes on election night, in the canvass filed a week later and the recount.

Andy Paradee, a Grand Isle Republican, jumped into third place by picking up 2 
votes between election night and the canvass and gained one more in the recount 
for a final tally of 2,142.

Karin Aimes, a South Hero Democrat, who appeared to have finished third on 
election night with 2,140, actually lost a vote and finished fourth with 2,139.

The 12-vote margin with Leavitt, Paradee and Aimes is one of the tightest rac-
es in legislative races in Vermont.

It marked the fourth time in six years that a tight legislative race in the Cham-
plain Islands forced a recount.

The recount, which covered the five towns in Grand Isle County and West Mil-
ton in Chittenden County, was held at the North Hero 
Community Hall on U.S. 2.

Morgan and Paradee attended the recount.
Leavitt, who was elected a Grand Isle Selectboard 

member in March, was attending an indoctrination 
session for new legislators at the Statehouse.

Al-Anon
1-866-972-5266

for friends & families of alcoholics
www.vermontalanonalateen.org

South Hero to finalize administrator 
role, eyes March start

By MICHAEL FRETT 
Islander Staff Writer

SOUTH HERO – South Hero officials are finalizing plans for a town adminis-
trator’s position with the hopes of having an administrator hired by the begin-
ning of March, according to the town’s selectboard.

According to South Hero’s selectboard chair, David Carter, the selectboard is 
hoping to have a formal job description ready to potentially finalize when the 
board meets next week.

A December approval would allow the town to begin advertising for the 
new position in January, Carter said during last week’s selectboard meeting, 
potentially bringing in a new administrator by March to help the town’s listers 
for the remainder of the fiscal year.

“I’d like to have it ready for the next meeting so we can start advertising 
after the first of the year for a person to start the first of March,” Carter said, 
“because the listers need someone in that position to get up to speed and help 
the listers… as well as doing the town administrator position.”

South Hero officials have discussed hiring an administrator for several 
months now, a step town officials have argued was necessary to address a 
growing list of responsibilities currently falling to the town clerk’s office and 
the town’s zoning administrator.

Over the past several months, officials have explicitly cited the town’s grow-
ing list of grant-funded projects and recreation demands already stressing its 
volunteer recreation commission when discussing the administrator’s role. The 
town has already turned to a local volunteer to help town officials with its ex-
isting grant-related demands, an arrangement officials have said was only tem-

porary.
More recently, officials have suggested the ad-

ministrator support the town’s listers, municipal 
officials charged with determining a property’s fair 
market value, according to Vermont’s Dept. of Taxes.

Earlier this year, South Hero’s listers appealed to 
the selectboard about challenges with keeping up 
with Vermont’s increasingly complicated tax laws, 
suggesting the town should instead look to hiring a 
professional assessor and commit its local listers to 
more of an oversight role.

According to Carter, the town’s first months with 
an administrator would likely be funded through 
$20,000 already available in the town’s municipal 
budget. With the start of the fiscal year later that 
year, the administrator’s role would likely be funded 
through the town’s next annual budget.

Members of the Milton Eagles Arrowhead Aerie Club presented a $1,000 donation 
to the Champlain Islands Food Shelf last week. According to Suzanne Curran, 
the food shelf’s interim director who described the donation as “generous,” 
the club’s donation comes at a time when food shelves typically see a greater 
need within their respective communities. Photo courtesy of Suzanne Curran, 

Champlain Islands Food Shelf.

Donation made to support 
local first responders

By ISLANDER STAFF
NORTH HERO – A one of a kind table netted $4700 to support local fire and 

rescue department. 
Shore Acres launched a lakeside charity VIP table at the beginning of the 

summer. It is nestled in a prime spot on the front lawn offering views of the lake 
and mountains featuring a glass top with a fire pit in the center.

Shore Acres general 
manager Jason Hanny 
told The Islander the 
six-person table re-
quires a $100 deposit 
and is available for your 
party from the time the 
bar opens until after the 
sun goes down.   

Hanny said “The 
money from the tables 
will vary from year to 
year. This year we were 
able to donate $4700 
to the North Hero and 
Isle La Motte Fire De-
partments and Grand 
Isle Rescue. The funds 
donated is a drop in 
the bucket compared to 
what those brave folks 
do for all of us.

Left to Right in Photo: Mike Murdock (Chief of North Hero Fire Department), 
Dan Rainville (Executive Chef and Isle La Motte FD), Desiree Maltais (Captain 
Grand Isle Rescue), Jason Hanny (Shore Acres General Manager) Bill Johnson 

(Chief Isle La Motte FD). Photo courtesy of Shore Acres.

Featuring a glass top with a brilliant fire pit in the 
center, the charity table offers a unique dining 

experience. Photo courtesy of Shore Acres.

Milton Eagles donate to 
Champlain Islands Food Shelf

FINANCIAL REVIEW
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Still unresolved is who will have the responsibility of double-checking the fig-
ures before Town Treasurer Melissa Boutin cuts the payroll checks.

Selectboard member Josie Leavitt noted that some of the payroll concerns are 
addressed in the new personnel manual that the town adopted in July. 

Selectboard member Eric Godin said he was pleased the town is moving away 
from the “stone age” and the lack of checks and balances.

“We are getting these problems fixed,” he said.

The Selectboard appeared willing to have a meeting with the professional ac-
countant when the annual audit is complete.

The board learned Monday the town has accounts at 7 or 8 banks.

There also was more discussion about the financial relationship between the 
town and its former school district and its current union school district. The un-
resolved questions center on payments that went to the town and what went to 
Boutin, who also serves as the school district treasurer.

Some backup records for the various payments made in 2018 were requested 
from the school district, but it said they had been destroyed.  School Board Chair-
man Michael Inners said Monday the time for retaining the documents under the 
Vermont law had expired.      

Questions about the financial records of the town were raised in April 2021 
when more than 150 res-
idents asked the board to 
seek information from the 
town treasurer.

The written request, in a form of a petition, submitted to the Selectboard 
also specifically asked for what they called a “forensic audit” of all town funds 
for the previous three years.  The board has stayed away from using that term 
after being told by an accountant that it might have implications of criminal 
misconduct for some people.

The signers noted the Selectboard had not received a quarterly financial 
report for at least two years as required by law.

It went on to say, “The Grand Isle Selectboard has not approved the invest-
ment or reinvestment of any monies received by the Grand Isle Town Treasurer 
on behalf of the town for at least two years as required by state law.”

There have been no claims of criminal misconduct and Boutin, as town trea-
surer, has said her books are always open for inspection.  She maintained the 
board just needed to ask for the reports.

White began the discussion with a request that everybody remain “civil” 
during the meeting.  At one point when Selectboard member Couper Shaw had 
an exchange with local resident Bianca Adams, White again reminded people 
to stay civil.

Some of the findings in the Batchelder report should be easy to implement. 
They include more professional training for the treasurer and the Selectboard. 

One of the signers of the request, Randy Gover, said as the meeting closed 
that he thought the report failed to meet the demands of the local taxpayers, 
who wanted a 3 year review.

Bonnie Batchelder provided nearly a 50-page audit for 2018.  The company 
worked with R.H.R. Smith of Buxton, Maine, which had done the initial audits, 
to update its 2019 and 2020 audit.
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Island Industrial Park, 4 Island Circle
Grand Isle, Vermont

Hours: 8:00-4:30 Mon.-Thurs. 8:00-3:30 Fri.
info@islandexcavatingcorp.com  www.islandexcavatingcorp.com

Closed for the season
By Denise Tuttle

ALBURGH - The clothes closet and flea market 
held at St. Amadeus Church are closed for the sea-
son. Bingo at Islands in the Sun Senior Center has 
also ended for the season. See you next year!

‘If you don’t have music, what do 
you have?’: Milton Community 
Band reorganizes, returns after 

pandemic hiatus
By MICHAEL FRETT 

Islander Staff Writer
MILTON – When music from the Milton Community Band introduced Milton’s 

annual Memorial Day event on the town offices’ front lawn this spring, it was the 
first time in years for the community band.

The band ran through 
a handful of recognizable 
patriotic songs and a med-
ley of military anthems, 
soundtracking a day town 
officials had earmarked 
for remembering Milton’s 
fallen heroes.

For the band, it was the 
first performance since an 
ongoing pandemic dis-
rupted much of the mu-
sic world and forced most 
bands like Milton’s into a 
months’ long hiatus. For 
the Milton Community 
Band, those months had 
turned into years, with the 2020 and 2021 seasons remaining quiet.

According to Ruth Blauwiekel, the band’s president, health concerns took 
precedent and the band 
agreed to stay on the side-
lines during two years of 
COVID-19 cases climbing 
and falling.

“We all went into withdrawal for two years,” she told The Islander last 
month.

This past year, however, the band was back, reformed as a nonprofit and 
ready to perform again for people in Milton and the wider Chittenden County 
community.

‘Make music for the town’
In the long history of smalltown community bands, the Milton Community 

Band is young.
Its initial founders, husband and wife John Gordon and Bobbie Moser, cre-

ated the band in 2001, spinning the Milton Community Band out of a collection 
of musicians who would gather every year for one-off performances during the 
town’s annual Fourth of July parade.

“Why are we getting this band together and shooing them away for the rest 
of the year?” Gordon told The Islander late last month. “From there, it took off 

and flourished, and it hasn’t really slowed down.”
“It was a way to give back to the community,” 

Moser added, speaking with The Islander during a 
late November practice. “We can get together and 
make music for the town.”

In the years since, the band has drawn perform-
ers from across Milton and Northwest Vermont as 
a whole. Blauwiekel, herself a Colchester resident, 
estimated that around half of the band comes from 
Milton and the remaining membership comes from 
as far away as Essex and Highgate.

For Blauwiekel, a lifetime performer with experi-
ence in the Burlington Concert Band and one of the 
Milton band’s two percussionists, the Milton Com-
munity Band was a more informal outlet for musi-
cianship filled with people who “enjoy getting to-
gether to make music.”

“We practice assiduously, but we joke around,” 
Blauwiekel said. “It’s definitely a group of people 
who enjoy getting together to make music.”

During a November practice attended by The Is-
lander, the band did, as Blauwiekel said, appear to 
“practice assiduously,” but spirits were obviously 
light. Jokes flew over the practice room in the Mil-
ton Middle School, most of them courtesy of the 
band’s music director Mary Tardif. Barely minutes 
had passed before impromptu references to Nat King 
Cole’s “Route 66” and a joke about a nutcracker.

The band was steeling itself for an upcoming 
performance at the Milton High School this Sunday, 
when the Milton Community Band planned to run 
through a “greatest hits” of Christmas tunes to ring 
in the holiday season for the first time since its 2019 
holiday concert.

Continued on Page 5

Continued from Page 4
According to Blauwiekel, despite this year being the first since COVID-19 put performances on hold, 

things already seemed “pretty much back to normal.”
“It’s fun,” she said. “We’re having a good 

time.”
‘A step back’

While the band’s performances feel nor-
mal, things have changed for the Milton 
Community Band in the two years it spent 
dormant.

According to Blauwiekel, the Milton Com-
munity Band had reorganized as a nonprof-
it organization during the pandemic, a step 
Blauwiekel said the band agreed to take to 
lighten the load the band placed on its found-
ers and to open the door for fundraising.

There were also insurance requirements 
the band needed to meet in order to perform 
in certain spaces, something Blauwiekel said 
had contributed to the band’s decision to or-
ganize a nonprofit.

“We felt it was a good time to step back 
from performing and rehearsing, and focus more on organizational aspects,” she told The Islander. “We felt 
we needed to have some formal entity… and we felt it would be good to go out and do some fundraising 
to make our organization more sustainable.”

Those same steps eventually saw Blau-
wiekel, the Colchester percussionist, elected 
to serve as the band’s president, while still 
guaranteeing leadership roles for founders 
Gordon and Moser.

‘If you don’t have music, what do you 
have?’

Before the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
band’s typical season stretched from Mil-
ton’s Bombardier Park to local events and 
community centers in towns as far away as 
Williston.

Their repertoire was deeper than one 
might expect, touching on everything from 
big band hits and television themes to Bruno 
Mars and the Beatles. While Blauwiekel said 
she hoped to expand the band’s backlog, 
there were already a number of mainstays 
people seemed to love, whether it was a John Williams soundtrack or the introduction to Hogan’s Heroes.

“People always seem to light up at ‘Hogan’s Heroes,’” she told The Islander as an aside.
For the performers themselves, the band seemed 

to represent a special piece of the Milton communi-
ty.

For some, the band was a way to meet with oth-
er performers and build a camaraderie among local 
musicians. Blauwiekel said as much when she was 
asked about what made 
the Milton Community 
Band special, telling The 
Islander, making music 
with others was some-
thing she could feel 
good about.

It was also a chance 
to showcase live music 
for the growing Chitten-
den County community, 
she said.

“It’s too easy for people to think music comes out of a CD player and the 
internet,” Blauwiekel said, “but somebody is making that music.”

For Gordon, one of the organization’s founders, the band was “just too much 
fun” to abandon and carried forward a legacy of community bands reaching 
deep into Milton’s two centuries of history.

“It’s a dying art, but there’s still a hotbed of music here,” Gordon told The 
Islander.

Moser, Gordon’s partner and the organization’s cofounder, what made the 
Milton Community Band special was simpler.

“If you don’t have music, what do you have?” Moser asked The Islander.

Mary Tardif, the musical director for the Milton 
Community Band, leads the band during a late 

November practice. Photo by Michael Frett.

The Milton Community Band’s brass players roll through a medley of songs 
from How the Grinch Stole Christmas during a November practice.

Photo by Michael Frett.

French horn players Marti Walker and Helen Read perform 
during a November practice at the Milton Middle School. 

Photo by Michael Frett.

Nini Fenton, one of the Milton Community Band’s 
woodwind players, practices as musical director Mary 

Tardif looks on during a November practice. 
Photo by Michael Frett.

Joel Atherton, one of the Milton Community Band’s 
percussionist, keeps time during a late November 

practice in the Milton Middle School. 
Photo by Michael Frett.
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FRIDAY, DEC. 9
- Grand Isle Christmas Chorus performance 
at South Hero Congregational Church, 24 
South St., South Hero; 7 p.m. 

SATURDAY, DEC. 10
- Holiday Open House at Clinton County 
Historical Association museum, 98 Ohio Ave., 
Plattsburgh; 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
- Grand Isle Christmas Chorus performance 
at South Hero Congregational Church, 24 
South St., South Hero; 3 p.m. 
- Caroling Around The Fire at Dreamwalker 
Farm, 108 Allen Road, Grand Isle; 4 p.m. to 6 
p.m.  Fun free family event.

SUNDAY, DEC. 11
- Holiday Open House at Clinton County 
Historical Association museum, 98 Ohio Ave., 
Plattsburgh; 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
- Kids Christmas with Santa and Mrs. Clause 
at Alburgh American Legion Post 60, 353 N 
Main St, Alburgh; 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
- Celebrate the Season: Holiday Concert at 
Milton High School Auditorium, 17 Rebecca 
Lander Dr., Milton; 3 p.m. 

FRIDAY, DEC. 16
- Caring and Sharing/Operation Happiness 
toy wrapping at St. Rose of Lima, 501 U.S. 
Route 2, South Hero; 9 a.m. to Noon.
- Caring and Sharing/Operation Happiness 
packing up food boxes at St. Rose of Lima, 
501 U.S. Route 2, South Hero; 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
- Holiday Light Parade starting at Bombardier 
Park and ending at Park Place, Milton; 6:30 
p.m. 

SATURDAY, DEC. 17
- Caring and Sharing/Operation Happiness 
distribution of food and toys at St. Rose 
of Lima, 501 U.S. Route 2, South Hero; By 
appointment, drive through pick up. Call Val 
Hunter 802-372-5595 or Manon Farnham 
802-372-9513 to schedule.

- - - - - - - - - - - -
Free events are printed at no charge. 

Please email
islander@vermontislander.com 

or call 802-372-5600

‘On my own terms’: Grand Isle’s ‘Turbo Tom’ 
celebrates woodland sport, eyes timber title

By MICHAEL FRETT 
Islander Staff Writer

GRAND ISLE – On the edge of a snow-covered field looming over the Lake Champlain Transportation 
Company ferry dock in Grand Isle, Thomas Lancaster dug his axe into a softwood log.

As a reporter looked on, Lancaster repeatedly swung toward the wood, carving chunks from the log 
before it eventually collapsed into two 
halves.

Now living in a home nestled into 
Grand Isle, “Turbo Tom” was a compet-
itive lumberjack and showman whose 
career spanned much of North America. 
He is ranked internationally for the sport 
and has at least one world championship 
under his belt.

To Lancaster, though, there is a bigger 
prize in mind.

“It’s a long road, but I want to be 
known as one of the best ‘Ironjacks’ in 
the world,” Lancaster told The Islander.

‘That’s how I tell my origin story’
In some ways, Lancaster always 

seemed meant to swing an axe.
A Grand Isle resident who moved into 

the Champlain Islands in the midst of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Lancaster’s roots 
lead back toward Midwestern logging country.

Initially born in Alaska, a younger Lancaster spent much of his childhood shuttling back-and-forth be-
tween Anchorage and Wisconsin, a state whose northern reaches are known for, among other things, deep 
historical ties to the logging industry and the surrounding North Woods.

“I had a bit of a different childhood,” Lancaster told The Islander last month.
By his teenage years, Lancaster had settled into Hayward, Wis., for high school. Beyond its reputation 

a popular fishing destination rung by small lakes, Hayward is known today as the home of the Lumberjack 
World Championships, an annual event pitting “lumberjacks” against one another for sport.

Lancaster took a job with the competition’s lumberjack show out of high school. They trained the young-
er Lancaster in the skills traditionally associated with lumberjacking – sawing and wood chopping, logrolling, 
speed climbing – and Lancaster became 
a performer.

“That’s how I tell my origin story,” 
Lancaster said. “In a nutshell, I started 
when I was 16 doing shows up there in 
Wisconsin, and then I went on the road.”

‘Timber sports’
According to Lancaster, the lumber-

jack shows he had started with were 
mostly for entertainment. The stunts 
and skills were real, he insisted during an 
interview with The Islander, but as a per-
former, the focus was less about compe-
tition and more about showing tourists a 
good time.

Lancaster, however, was an athlete 
at heart, and when the opportunity 
presented itself, he began competing in 
professional lumberjack competitions or 
“timber sports,” Lancaster’s preferred 
name for the sawing and scaling competitions he would eventually make his name in.

“The great thing about lumberjack shows is, even though they aren’t professional competitions, they 
give you all the resources to develop the skills to compete professionally,” Lancaster said.

“Timber sports,” a name trademarked by German chainsaw manufacturers Stihl, refers to the formal 
competitions pitting athletes against one another in ranked events recalling the classical skills once associat-
ed with lumberjacking – axing and sawing, logrolling and tree climbing.

Stihl has sponsored a formal logging competition since at least 1985, growing the sport from an empty 
field in Wisconsin into a now internationally regarded sport courting athletes from around the world for 
competitions in places as widespread as North America, Australia and Europe.

Lancaster, when speaking with The Islander, made a point of distinguishing the sport from actual lumber-
jacking and woodcutting. The championships and shows he performs are a far cry from modern logging, he 
asserted, and were more about “representing what they used to do.”

It was partially why he preferred the name “timber sports” to “competitive lumberjacking.”
“I’ve felled a lot of trees, but I’ve never been a logger,” Lancaster said. “I’m not trying to claim this real 

life as a lumberjack or a logger.”
Continued on Page 7

Continued from Page 6
While touring the country’s entertainment-minded lumberjack shows, Lancaster began making a name 

for himself in the professional sport. He particularly excelled at “speed climbing,” an event where athletes 
race up a 60- or 90-foot wooden pole the way loggers once scaled trees to reach their canopies.

By 2018, Lancaster was effectively a world champion, having won the Lumberjack World Champion-
ship’s 90-foot speed climbing event in 
Hayward.

In the years since, Lancaster has be-
come a freelance athlete with aspira-
tions for a global “timber sports” cham-
pionship in the Stihl Timbersports Series, 
the international competition described 
by Lancaster as “the most prestigious 
event in the world.”

The world of freelance sports can be 
fickle, according to Lancaster. He told 
The Islander his background in climb-
ing may give him an edge over athletes 
who made their name in more seden-
tary sports like woodcutting and sawing, 
but competitions can often fall down to 
whoever brings the best equipment to a 
show, the athlete admitted.

Still, the Grand Isle resident has 
ranked in international lumberjacking 
events and told The Islander he was committed to coming out on top in the professional “timber sports” 
world as an “Ironjack” – a title reserved for the sport’s all-around best athletes.

‘On my own terms’
For Lancaster, woodcutting has moved beyond competitions and shows.
The athlete is now a minor celebrity on social media, boasting more than 1 million followers on the vid-

eo-sharing app TikTok and somewhere around 100,000 followers on Instagram. On both accounts, “Turbo 
Tom” celebrates the competitive lumberjack world he had dedicated his life to, explaining the sport and 
showcasing his competitions and practices.

For Lancaster, lumberjacking has become both an excuse to travel and a refuge of sorts.
A lifetime athlete, Lancaster told The Islander he liked the physicality of “timber sports,” and at the same 

time was able to build friendships between the lumberjack shows and international competitions.
“It attracts a lot of misfits… and it’s created a lot of camaraderie,” he said. “I’ve met a lot of friends that 

I’ll be friends with for the rest of my life because of the sport.”
In the Champlain Islands, meanwhile, many might recognize Lancaster less as an athlete and more as the 

woodcarver behind “Turbo Tom’s Chainsaw Carvings.” His work as an artisan was a “natural extension” from 
his background in competitive lumberjacking, Lancaster told The Islander, and has become a regular sight in 
the local craft fair circuit.

For Lancaster, the bears and turtles carved from wood were a way to financially support himself as he 
works toward his future in competitive “timber sports.” It has allowed Lancaster to work for himself and 
travel freely when needed, all while “avoiding a full-time job,” he added half-jokingly.

“It’s continued to grow, and allows me to work for myself,” Lancaster said. “I want to make a substantial 
living doing what I love… and on my own terms.”

Thomas Lancaster, a touring timber sports athlete now living 
in the Champlain Islands, swings his axe into a practice trunk 

outside his Grand Isle home. Photo by Michael Frett.

An unfinished bear carved by Thomas Lancaster, a professional 
“timber sports” athlete living in Grand Isle, rests on the carver 

and athlete’s workbench. Photo by Michael Frett.

A professional “timber sports” athlete with eyes for a future 
world championship, Thomas Lancaster now calls the 

Champlain Islands home. Photo by Michael Frett.

“Terrific turnout” greets returning 
Champlain Islands parade

By ISLANDER STAFF
SOUTH HERO – Despite the inclement weather, hundreds turned out Saturday evening in South Hero for 

the return of the Champlain Islands Christmas Parade, organizers said Tuesday morning.
According to a statement from the parade’s committee, turnout was “terrific” with more than 20 entries 

in the parade after the parade’s pandemic-spurred two-year hiatus.
In a summary shared with The Islander, organizers lauded parade newcomers like “Rudolph,” a Vermont 

Agency of Transportation plow truck decorated for the holidays, and entries from North Hero’s Guerrina 
Crane Service and Island Excavating.

Other entries cited by organizers as “hits” with paradegoers were a van owned by Kyle Botala sporting 
homemade angels fashioned from coat hangers and a Toyota Yaris piloted by Allen Botala that was wrapped 
with wrapping paper and twinkling lights.

Organizers also celebrated Hero’s Welcome’s 1962 Chevrolet truck described as “candy apple red” and 
“straight out of a holiday movie,” as well as decked-out fire engines and boats courtesy of South Hero, Grand 
Isle and North Hero’s fire departments and Grand Isle Rescue.

“Although GIR blew a fuse, with a little help the lights were back on before the parade kicked off,” orga-
nizers said.

“Discussions and ideas,” organizers added, “are flowing looking ahead to next year.”
The annual parade began in 2017 as a collaboration between this year’s sponsors, the Isle of Patmos 

Lodge #17 and The Islander, to benefit the University of Vermont Children’s Hospital.
The Isle of Patmos Lodge #17 and The Islander continue to sponsor the parade.
See Page 19 for parade photos.

Parade of lights
ALBURGH -- The Alburgh Volunteer Fire Depart-

ment will be hosting its annual parade of lights on 
Sunday, Dec. 11 starting at 6 p.m.

Fire Chief Ron Kumetz said the volunteers created 
the parade during COVID as a way to do something 
cheerful and to bring smiles to local residents – many 
stuck in their homes.  He said the tradition will con-
tinue this Sunday.

The parade route starts at Missile Base Road.  It 
continues to the Industrial Park Road to Carle Street 
turning left onto Champlain Street, back to Main 
Street and onto Lake Street.  It will turn onto Deso 
Drive, head up Lake Street to Main Street, to Win-
ters Lane, back to U.S. 2 and West Shore Road.  It will 
take the Truck Route to Vermont 78 to Martel Road, 
Greenwoods Road to Boutah Road and then head 
back to the Alburgh Fire Station.

Other nearby fire and rescue squads have been 
invited to join the fun, Kumetz said. 

Residents that do not live on the parade route -- 
and others from nearby towns – are urged to park 
somewhere in town to be able to see the parade.
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WRITE DOWN THE PICTURE NUMBER 
THAT CORRESPONDS TO EACH ADVERTISER

NAME: _________________________________________

ADDRESS: _______________________________________

PHONE: ________________________________________

EMAIL: _________________________________________

A: ___

B: ___

C: ___

D: ___

E: ___

F: ___

CONTEST RULES: Send your completed entry form to The Islander, PO Box 225, 
South Hero, VT 05486, email to islander@vermontislander.com or drop off in person 
at 7 Ferry Rd, South Hero before Dec. 19, 2022 for the chance to win a $250 gift cer-
tificate to any of the participating businesses listed on this page. The draw will take 
place on Dec. 20, 2022 and announced in the Dec. 21 Islander issue. Participants must 
be 18 or older. Please note that employees of the newspaper and owners of sponso-
ring businesses are not eligible to participate in the contest.

ENTRY FORM

D E F

1

Win $250!
Do you have an eye for detail?Do you have an eye for detail?
Do you think you were a detective in a past life?Do you think you were a detective in a past life?

Put your skills to the test  Put your skills to the test  
by correctly matching each picture  by correctly matching each picture  
with the corresponding business.with the corresponding business.

Northwestern Counseling  &
Support  Services, Inc.

Behavior Health Crisis Services
• 524-6554 or 1-800-834-7793 •

To the Editor,

On Dec. 1, the North Hero Planning Commission 
held a hearing on changes to the zoning bylaws. Andy 
Alling, Chair, was an admirable facilitator throughout 
a difficult meeting, and ensured that every voice had 
a chance to speak.

Of the approximately 50 people who attended, 
many hoped to gain greater understanding, but if 
there were a single word that would describe the 
outcome of Thursday’s meeting, I would probably 
use ‘confusion.’ 

North Hero residents demonstrated that they are 
perplexed about what changes are being proposed, 
why these changes are needed, and what the impact 
of these changes would be. None of this has been 
effectively addressed by the Planning Commission. 

More analysis by experts is required to create 
clarity; more community engagement is needed to 
create alignment; and more time is necessary to 
question, research, digest, and synthesize our col-
lective position on the future of real estate develop-
ment in our community. 

What does seem clear, however, is that these pro-
posed bylaws are not ready for a town vote at the 
March meeting, and I call on the Select Board to not 
act on these bylaws without greater consideration 
and more public discussion.

 Sincerely, 
David Ehrich

North Hero

News
MiltoN

By Benjamin Nappi
HUMAN RIGHTS DAY

On Dec. 10, visit the Human Rights Day page on 
the Town of Milton website or Facebook page to join 
us in celebrating the 74th anniversary of the United 
Nations’ adoption of the Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights (UDHR). All day long we will share in-
spirational artwork, discussion topics, and important 
information related to reducing inequalities, advanc-
ing human rights, fostering a resilient and just com-
munity, and celebrating the protection of inalienable 
human rights.

 CELEBRATE THE SEASON: 
HOLIDAY CONCERT

The annual Holiday Concert returns for the first 
time since 2019 with Milton Community Band! Gath-
er with family and friends at the MHS Auditorium on 
Sunday, Dec. 11 and enjoy holiday favorites starting 
at 3 p.m., including a special performance from the 
Colchester Community Chorus and a reading of “The 
Night Before Christmas”.

 LETTERS TO SANTA
Letters Must be Mailed by December 10

Send a letter to Santa at the North Pole - he prom-
ises to write back! Please include name, address, and 
age, as well as pets, hobbies, favorite things, draw-
ings, and anything else you’d like to share!

To send your letter to Santa, you can:
• Mail your letter to:
Santa c/o Milton Recreation 43 Bombardier 
Rd, Milton, VT 05468
• Write and mail your letter at the Letters to 
Santa mailbox located inside the Milton Mu-
nicipal Building lobby, beginning Friday, Nov. 
18.
• Drop your letter in an official Letters to 
Santa box at one of the following locations:
o Key Bank
o Milton Family Community Center
o Milton After School Kids (MASK)
o TD Bank
o Vermont Federal Credit Union
• Scan/take a picture of your child’s letter 
and email to recreation@miltonvt.gov. 
 All letters must be mailed by Dec. 10 to guarantee 

a response before Christmas.

 HOLIDAY DECORATING CONTEST
Holiday fanatics, it’s that time of year - the 4th 

annual Holiday Decorating Contest is here! Let’s 
get glowing! Catch the holiday spirit and share your 
creativity with the Milton community! Milton Recre-
ation invites community members and businesses to 
“deck the halls” by going all out in home holiday dec-
orating for the season. Each eye-catching display will 
be judged, with four contestants receiving a fun prize 
and bragging rights. Looking forward to a cheery and 
bright holiday season in Milton! 

Dates: The contest entry deadline is Monday, Dec. 
12. Judging will take place on Wednesday, Dec. 14. 
The People’s Choice poll will open on Dec. 13 and 
close on Dec. 20 at 12 p.m. The official Holiday Dec-
orating Brochure, Map, and Voting will be available 
on Tuesday, Dec. 13 at miltonvt.gov/holidaydecorat-
ing!

 HOLIDAY LIGHT PARADE
The Town of Milton is excited to continue our 

newest holiday tradition for its third year: the Holiday 
Light Parade! Join us on Friday, Dec. 16 for a drive 
around Town in our decked-out lighted vehicles. This 
event is open to anyone who wishes to join us - we 
welcome all who want to brave the winter weather 
and bring some magical holiday joy to all Milton res-
idents.

 The parade will start at 6:30 p.m. from Bombar-
dier Park. A route schedule/map will be announced in 
early December.

 If you’d like to participate in the parade, please 
pre-register at www.miltonvt.gov/recregister 

When: Dec. 16. Line-up begins at 6 p.m., and we 
will start the parade at 6:30 p.m.

Where: Meet at the Bombardier Park West park-
ing lot, at the end of Park Place. We will line up and 
start the parade from this spot. The parade map will 
be available in early December.

What: Decorate your vehicle and join us as we 
ride around Milton. Turn on music and sing carols in 
the comfort of your car. Help us bring lights, deco-
rations, and joy to all those who aren’t able to drive 
around town and see them for themselves.

Please decorate your vehicle any way you wish! 
The brighter the better!

If weather conditions are not safe/warm enough 
on that day, we will announce an alternative date as 
soon as possible.
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November 2022
COLCHESTER

•Art Limbacher III transferred prop-
erty at 159 Coventry Rd to Justin 
Morse-Perellie, $75,000.

•Property at 93 Third St. was trans-
ferred to Darrell A. Johnson, $N/A.

•Property at 44 South Park Dr., 
1.39 ac., was transferred to Antho-
ny, Charles, Joan, Joseph & Laura 
Handy, $N/A.

•Property at 1968 Porters Point Rd, 
1.32 ac., was transferred to Antho-
ny, Charles, Joan, Joseph & Laura 
Handy, $N/A.

•Noreen L. Handy transferred prop-
erty at 44 Commonwealth Dr. to 
Noreen L. Handy Revocable Trust, 
$N/A.

•Property at 850 East Lakeshore Dr. 
was transferred to Andrew C. & An-
nette L. Mongeon, $2,833,300.

•Property at 91 Hollow Creek Drive 
3 was transferred to L. Lynne Rob-
ertson, $300,000.

•Ryan R. & Tricia Lavoie transferred 
property at 50 Half Moon Ter. to 

Brian Goldstein & Ruchi Nadkarni, 
$410,000.

•Property at 486 Orchard Dr., 0.35 
ac., was transferred to Anthony, Joan 
& Laura Handy, $N/A.

•Property at 88 Malletts Bay Ave., 
11.58 ac., was transferred to Antho-
ny, Charles, Joan, Joseph & Laura 
Handy, $N/A.

•Property at 25 Macrae Rd & 39 
Macrae Rd, 2 ac., was transferred 
to Anthony, Charles, Joan, Joseph & 
Laura Handy, $N/A.

•Property at 0 Severance Rd, 19.89 
ac., was transferred to Autumn 
Woods Lane LLC, $4,400,000.

•Janet J. Hatin transferred property 
at 60 Woodlins Circle #6 to Jason A. 
& Michelle L. Rodriguez, $325,000.

•Property at 6387 Roosevelt Hwy, 
1 ac., was transferred to Anthony, 
Charles, Joan, Joseph & Laura Handy, 
$N/A.

•Andrew C. & Annette L. Mongeon 
transferred property at 938 East 
Lakeshore Dr., 0.02 ac., to Mongeon 
Bay Properties LLC, $0.01.

•Property at 269 Lomartire Dr., 0.33 

ac., was transferred to Michael E. & 
Susanne L. Lavallee, $641,097.36.

•Kailey & Nicholas Chen transferred 
property at 188 Anna’s Ct, 0.01 ac., to 
Marcel & Rosemary Roy, $510,000.

•Rebecca M. Asarese transferred 
property at 368 Mallard Dr., 0.41 ac., 
to Jeremy T. Asarese, $N/A.

•Property at 308 Blakely Rd, 1.29 ac., 
was transferred to 308 Blakely Rd LLC, 
$725,000.

•Property at 1986 Porters Point Rd, 
0.35 ac., was transferred to Joan & 
Laura Handy, $N/A.

•Arlene J. Farrell transferred property 
at 243 Blakely Rd Unit 3 to AJF Real Es-
tate Trust, $N/A.

•Timothy A. Bilodeau transferred 
property at 146 Meadow Dr., 0.35 ac., 
to Debra A. Bilodeau, $N/A.

MILTON
•Rebecca D. & Scott E. Carleton trans-
ferred property at 31 Main St., 0.32 
ac., to Ian & Rebecca McCormick, 
$369,900.

•Dolores T. Ashton transferred prop-
erty at 178 Lake Rd, 1.7 ac., to Caleb 

B., Patrick J. & Robert M. Ashton, 
$N/A.

•Carol A. & Roland Charbonneau 
transferred property at 101 Maple-
wood Ave., 0.76 ac., to Kimberly 
H. McCray-Woodruff & Roger H. 
Woodruff, $490,000.

•Julie Gilmond transferred proper-
ty at 253 Owen Court to Michael 
Gilmond, $N/A.

•Colleen & Scott Pike transferred 
property at 201 Railroad St., 0.35 
ac., to Marie B. Haggerty, $330,000.

Your Government in Action - 
Below are upcoming local government meetings based on reports from 

area towns and schools. Meeting schedules are subject to change.  Please 
check the town or school website for postponements and cancellations.

Government boards also are allowed to have special meetings, but must 
provide public notice at least 48 hours in advance.  Emergency meetings, 
which are rare in Vermont, are allowed with less than 24 hours notice, but 

must be a crisis situation, like a major flood or a 
town bridge being wiped out. 

Vermont’s Open Meeting Law mandates that all boards distribute their 
agendas ahead of all regular and special meetings to those people that file 

requests for them each calendar year with the clerk.

Grand Isle 
Sheriff’s Dept. log. 

Nov. 28 - Dec. 2
Mon., Nov. 28

GRAND ISLE
Agency Assist 
SOUTH HERO
Alarm
Citizen Assist

Tues., Nov. 29
ALBURGH
Citizen Assist
Crash
Juvenile Problem
Wanted Person
Welfare Check
GRAND ISLE
Alarm 

Wed., Nov. 30
ALBURGH
Citizen Assist
GRAND ISLE
Agency Assist
Citizen Assist (2)
Service of APO
Suspicious
Theft
NORTH HERO
Citizen Assist

Thurs., Dec. 1
NORTH HERO
Alarm
Wanted Person

Fri., Dec. 2
ALBURGH
Citizen Assist
GRAND ISLE
Agency Assist
SOUTH HERO
Citizen Assist
Motor Vehicle Com-
plaint

Grand Isle County Chorus presents
“…and Sweet Singing in the Choir” 

By Lee English
SOUTH HERO - Last evening a young friend and I were sharing the different stresses we were feeling 

as the month of December rolls on. She mentioned that over the past few years, she and her husband at-
tended the County Cho-
rus Concert a couple of 
times. Her memory was 
that it just set the tone 
for the rest of their holi-
day season with joy and 
gratitude.

When I was growing 
up, singing together in 
my family of thirteen 
was one of the highlights 
of the holiday season. 
Mum taught most of us 
one special song to sing 
when company came 
and then we would har-
monize together while 
we sang the carols and 
Christmas songs. Dad 
had always dreamed of 
a repeat of the Trapp 
Family Singers after seeing the movie “Sound of Music”. That didn’t happen but we did have many wonderful 
holidays singing together for friends and neighbors, in four-part harmony! Singing 
continues to be the place where we can connect no matter what.

We hope to offer all of you in Grand Isle County some time apart from the 
stresses and worries of the day with a couple of hours of the gift of music, to 
lighten and brighten these winter days. May your hearts be merry and bright. So, 
bring the family, some friends, yourself, to the concert on Friday, Dec. 9 at 7 p.m. 
or Saturday, Dec. 10 at 3 p.m. You might even find yourself singing together, all 
the way home!

Location: South Hero Congregational Church, 24 South Street, South Hero

The Grand Isle County Chorus is celebrating the season with two concerts this 
week on Saturday, Dec. 9 at 7 p.m. and Sunday, Dec. 10 at 3 p.m. 

Annual Christmas Bird Count to 
take flight Dec. 18

By ISLANDER STAFF
SOUTH HERO – In less than two weeks, birders of all kinds in the Champlain Islands 

will have a chance to help organizations track islanders’ feathered friends and support 
conservation efforts as the National Audubon Society’s annual Christmas Bird Count 
readies to take flight.

This year, community scientists and birders will be “out from dawn to dusk” on Dec. 
18 in the Champlain Islands and in surrounding areas “counting the birds that have 
stayed to winter over,” according to a press release from Terry Marron, the Northwest 
Vermont local who coordinates the region’s count.

According to the Audubon press release, the Christmas Bird Count is “the longest 
running community science survey in the world” and “provides critical data on popula-
tion trends” on everything from lingering waterfowl and pine-perched predators to the 
regulars at backyard birdfeeders.

Between Dec. 14 and Jan. 5 this year, tens of thousands of volunteers across the 
Americas will participate in the annual event, braving the winter weather to help the 
National Audubon Society count the country’s birds in an event organizers call “an enor-
mous contribution to conservation.”

“Audubon and other organizations use data collected in this longest-running wildlife 
census to assess the health of bird populations and to help guide conservation action,” 
Marron’s release read.

According to the news release shared by Marron, regional Audubon societies are 
“looking for folks to conduct feeder watches at home” within the Champlain Islands’ 
“designated circle,” a focal point for a survey largely centered on North Hero and incor-
porating all of Isle La Motte and parts of Alburgh, Georgia, Grand Isle, St. Albans and 
Swanton, as well as Point au Roche in New York.

Readers can check to see if their home falls within the circle’s 15-mile radius at a 
National Audubon Society map available online at https://bit.ly/3BfmPbu. 

Those looking for more information can contact Marron at tgmarron@comcast.net.

Franklin County man heads to 
court for stolen grave markers 

for vets case  
By Mike Donoghue

Islander Staff Writer 
WILLISTON -- A Franklin County man is facing a felony charge of at-

tempting to sell nearly three dozen stolen grave markers and ornaments, 
Williston Police said.

James M. Perron, 36, of St. Albans 
is due in Vermont Superior Court in 
Burlington on the theft charge, police 
said. 

Williston Police responded to All 
Metals Recycling on Oct. 21 for a re-
port of a man trying to sell 34 markers 
used to identify graves of war veter-
ans, Officer Ethan Favreau said.

Some of the markers, which are all 
shapes and sizes, go back to the Civil 
War, police said.

Favreau’s investigation led to Per-
ron being issued a citation on Sunday and police trying to determine 
where all the markers were stolen from, Chief Patrick Foley said.

He said Favreau has reached out to the American Legion and Veterans 
of Foreign Wars, but nobody has a known data base for markers.

Police asked families to check the graves of their loved ones to deter-
mine if any veteran markings are missing.  It is unknown how widespread 
the theft of markers has spread.

The St. Albans City Police assisted in the investigation.

James M. Perron. 
Photo courtesy of 

Williston Police Dept.
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UNION BIBLE CHURCH
Main St., Route 2, Alburgh, VT

Dr. John C. Kehoe, Pastor
796-3055

Independent—Bible Believing—Gospel Preaching
       SUNDAY School & Bible Study _______  9:30AM
        SUNDAY Worship__________________ 10:30AM
        WEDNESDAY Prayer Mtg. & Bible Study 7:00PM
        WEDNESDAY Children's Bible Club____ 7:00PM

“A Friendly and Joyful Welcome Awaits You” 
Nursery Provided at all Services

website: www.unionbiblechurch.org

St. Amadeus Office  796-3481
St. Rose of Lima Office 372-4092

Our Lady of the Lake Parish
Serving the churches of Alburgh, Grand Isle, 

Isle La Motte & South Hero
MASS SCHEDULE

St. Joseph, Grand Isle- Sunday: 8:00 a.m.
St. Rose of Lima, South Hero- 

Saturday: 4:00 p.m.  
St. Amadeus Parish, Alburgh- 

Sunday: 10:30 a.m.

CORNER ROUTE 2 AND ROUTE 129
SOUTH ALBURGH, VERMONT 05440

REV. C. ANDREW CHRYSLER, PASTOR
(802)782-9384      WWW.GLBCVT.ORG

GOD'S LITTLE BROWN CHURCH
A non-denominational 

GCMF affiliated Church

“God’s Word has the answer”
WORSHIP......SUNDAY 10:00 AM

BIBLE STUDY/PRAYER-WEDNESDAY 6:30 PM

Congregational Church of South Hero, U.C.C.
Sunday Worship at 9:30 a.m.

Supervised Nursery ages 5 & under
Sunday School

Pastor: Rev. Cordelia Burpee
24 South St. South Hero, VT   05486
Tel:  372-4962  • ccshvt@gmail.com

Office hours M-F 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
www.facebook.com/CCSHVT

United Methodist Church
Isle La Motte ~ North Hero ~ Grand Isle
DECEMBER UMC PARISH SCHEDULE

DEC. 11
10:30  Grand Isle

DEC. 18
8:30  ILM

10:30  North Hero

DEC. 24
Christmas Carol Service

4:00  ILM
6:30  Grand Isle

No services on Christmas Day or 
New Year’s Day

  Reverend Chico Martin         
Parish Office  372-6638

NOV. 25 - DEC. 1
Between Friday, 

Nov. 25 and Thurs-
day, Dec. 1, officers 
issued 5 traffic tick-
ets and 13 warnings.

Friday, 
Nov. 25

12:00 p.m.  Ville-
maire Ln, Medical

Cpl. Hendry was 
dispatched to a res-
idence on Villemaire 
Lane to aid Milton 
Rescue. Cpl. Hendry 
provided a lift assist 
and readying the 
patient for trans-
portation for further 
medical care.

10:11 p.m.  US RT 
7 / Snap Fitness, 
Motor Vehicle Com-
plaint

Cpl. Grenier re-
sponded to the area 
of US RT 7 with the 
report of an erratic 
driver who could not 
maintain the lane 
of travel. Cpl. Gre-
nier was able to lo-
cate the vehicle and 
made contact with 
the driver who was 
not impaired, but 
advised they rarely 
drive at night and 
had trouble seeing 
the road.

Saturday, 
Nov. 26

4:25 p.m. Birch Ln, 
Animal Problem

Milton’s Animal 
Control Officer re-
sponded to a resi-
dence on Birch Lane 
where the resident 
advised a loose dog 
had approached 
their house and they 
were unaware of 
the owner. The own-
er was unable to 
be located and the 
dog was brought to 
Cross Kennels. 

 Sunday, 
Nov. 27

1:25 p.m. Cobble 
Hill Rd, Disturbance

Cpl. Porter and 
Ofc. Palermo re-
sponded to a res-
idence on Cobble 
Hill for a trespassing 
issue. The resident 

MILTON 
POLICE 

LOG
advised someone who 
has threatened them 
previously pulled into 
their driveway then 
left. The subject was 
identified and was 
later trespassed from 
the property. 

7:35 p.m. Brigham 
Hill Rd, Essex Town, 
Assist - Agency

Cpl. Grenier re-
sponded to a res-
idence in Essex to 
assist the Essex Po-
lice Department with 
a disturbance. The 
homeowner had 
asked a guest of theirs 
to leave due to their 
behavior, and the sub-
ject refused to leave. 
On scene, the subjects 
were able to work 
through their issue.

Monday, 
Nov. 28

9:57 a.m.  W Milton 
Rd, Alarm

Cpl. Coulombe and 
Cpl. Hendry respond-
ed to a business on 
West Milton Road for 
the report of an active 
alarm. Upon arrival 
it was confirmed to 
be an issue with the 
alarm. 

1:09 p.m. W Milton 
Rd, ATV/Snowmobile 
Complaint

While on patrol, 
Cpl. Coulombe came 
upon a vehicle un-
loading an ATV on 
private property. The 
subject advised they 
did not know it was 
private, and that they 
needed permission to 
utilize the land. Per 
owner, the subject 
was trespassed from 
the property.

Tuesday, 
Nov. 29

8:54 a.m. Pinewood 
Ln / Woodcrest Cir, Ex-
cessive Speed

While on patrol, 
Cpl. Coulombe was 
passed by a vehicle 
who was recorded on 
radar to be operating 
at 77MPH in a marked 
40MPH zone. The op-
erator was issued a 
citation and will ap-

pear in court at a later 
date.

5:58 p.m. Cherry St, 
Domestic Disturbance

Ofc. Carlson and 
Cpl. Coulombe re-
sponded to a resi-
dence on Cherry Street 
with the report of a 
disturbance. Upon ar-
rival, Officers spoke 
with both involved 
parties who advised 
they were involved in 
an argument that was 
verbal only. The par-
ties were able to sep-
arate for the evening. 

Wednesday, 
Nov. 30

9:48 a.m.   Hailey 
Dr,  Alarm

On patrol Ofc. Pal-
ermo responded to 
an audible alarm at 
a residence on Hailey 
Drive. The residence 
was not showing 
smoke or fire, and Ofc. 
Palermo was able to 
make contact with the 
resident who advised 
they were headed 
back. Ultimately Mil-
ton Fire responded to 
the residence for a po-
tential Carbon Mon-
oxide issue. 

1:36 p.m.  Owen Ct, 
Welfare Check

Ofc. Palermo was 
dispatched to a resi-
dence on Owen Court 
for a welfare check 
requested by the resi-
dent’s employer when 
they did not arrive 
to work. Ofc. Paler-
mo was able to make 
contact with the resi-
dent who was well. 

Thursday, 
Dec. 1

12:58 p.m.  Bom-
bardier Rd / Park Pl, 
Animal Problem

Ofc. Carlson and 
Det. Noel were dis-
patched to the dog 
park at Bombardier 
Park for the report 
of a dog incident. 
Upon arrival Officers 
were advised a dog 
was off leash and 
went after another 
dog. The dog that 
was attacked did 
not have punctures 
to the skin, so the 
incident was docu-
mented for record 
keeping purposes. 

4:50 p.m. Manley 
Rd, Larceny-From 
Building

Ofc. Schiavo re-
sponded to a res-
idence on Manley 
Road for the report 
of a package theft. 
The resident advised 
a vehicle pulled 
onto their property 
and stole the pack-
age from outside 
the residence. The 
resident was able 
to provide surveil-
lance of the incident 
and the subject who 
stole the package 
was identified. Ofc. 
Schiavo was able 
to make contact 
with the individual 
who returned the 
package and was 
trespassed from the 
property. The inci-
dent was sent to the 
reparative board.
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Notice of Self Storage Lien Sale 
Island Mini Storage

Notice is hereby given that the contents of the self-
storage unit(s) listed below will be sold at public auction.  
The auction will be held on Saturday, December 10, 2022 
commencing at 10:00am at Island Mini Storage, 79 
Allen RD, Grand Isle, VT. The highest, successful bidder 
must remove the entire contents of the unit within 24 hours. 
Purchase must be made in cash or preapproved check. 
Island Mini Storage reserves the right to accept or reject 
any or all bids. The contents of the following tenant(s) self-
storage unit will be included in the sale:

Island Mini Storage, 79 Allen RD., Grand Isle, VT
Saturday, December 10, 2022 at 10:00am

Unit #37
Ms. Katrina Wilson

P.O. Box 101
Concord, VT 05824

TOWN OF NORTH HERO
PO Box 38

North Hero, Vermont   05474
NOTICE OF TAX SALE

The resident and nonresident owners, lien holders and 
mortgagees of lands in the Town of North Hero, in the 
County of Grand Isle, State of Vermont, are hereby notified 
that the taxes assessed by such town for the years 2021-
2022 and 2022-2023 remain, either in whole or in part, un-
paid on the following described lands in such town, to wit,

1. Bradley Rauch
Being a parcel of land with improvements thereon 

consisting of 1.25 acres, more or less, commonly known 
and designated as 165 Canal Lane in the Town of North 
Hero, being all and the same land and premises conveyed 
to Bradley Rauch by Warranty Deed of Thomas McEnany 
and Trudi McEnany dated June 11, 2020, of record in Book 
106, Page 157 of the Town of North Hero.

The lands and premises above described are subject to 
the following mortgages and liens:

Delinquent Tax Levy filed by the Town of North Hero 
dated November 28, 2022, of record in Book 113, Page 294 
of the Town of North Hero Land Records.

AND so much of such lands will be sold at a public auc-
tion at the North Hero Town Office, a public place in such 
town, on the 30th day of December, 2022 at 9:00 A.M., as 
shall be requisite to discharge such taxes with costs and 
fees, unless previously paid.

You may be able to receive an abatement of your delin-
quent taxes under 24 V.S.A. §1535.  If you would like to 
schedule a meeting with the Town of North Hero Board of 
Abatement, please send a request to the Town Clerk at PO 
Box 38, North Hero, Vermont, 05474.

Dated at North Hero, Vermont, this 29th day of Novem-
ber, 2022.

/s/ Corinn Julow
Delinquent Tax Collector

PUBLIC NOTICE POLICY WARNING
MILTON TOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT

Amy Rex
Superintendent of Schools

The Milton Town School District Board of School 
Trustees will conduct a public hearing on December 15, 
2022. The hearing will take place during a Regular School 
Board Meeting at 6:00 PM in the MHS Library/17 Rebecca 
Lander Drive. 

The Board will take action to adopt the following 
School Policies:
A22: Notice of Non-Discrimination (recommended)
A23: Community Engagement and Vision 
(recommended)
A24: Board-Superintendent Communications
A31: Board Member Education
B5: Employee Unlawful Harassment (required)
C5: Firearms (required)
C13: Students who are Homeless (required)
C21: Search and Seizure of Students by School
Personnel (recommended)
C100: Weapons
D3: Responsible Computer, Internet and Network Use 
(required)
D22: Selecting Library Materials (recommended)
E1: Title 1, Part A, Parent and Family Engagement 
(required)
F2: Policy on Nondiscriminatory Mascots and School 
Branding (required)
F21: Financial Reports and Statements (recommended)
F22: Electronic Communications Use and Retention 
(recommended)
F25: Access Control (recommended)
F27: Communicable Disease Mitigation Measures for 
Students and Staff (recommended)

The Board will take action to rescind the following 
School Policies:
E9: AIDSor HIV
E109: Financial Records
F3: Search and Seizure
F6: Student Health
F21: Weapons
G4: Selecting Library Materials
G100: Internet Filtering
G102: Social Media
H1: School-Community Relations
H100: Website Accessibility

Copies of the above Policies are available on the school 
website www.mtsd-vt.org

GRAND ISLE 
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD

Grand Isle Development Review Board will hold pub-
lic hearings via Zoom and in person at the Town Office 
on the date and at the time listed below.  Anyone wish-
ing to view an Application before the hearing may call the 
Town Clerk (372-8830) to request an appointment to do so.  
Those wishing to have “Interested Party” status must par-
ticipate in a hearing, either verbally or in writing, to protect 
their appeal rights, according to the criteria in Section 2.11 
of the Town Bylaws (adopted October 25, 2021).  

For an emailed invitation to a hearing, contact Marie 
Prescott, DRB Clerk, at grandislevtdrbclerk@gmail.com 
or call 802-372-9243 before 2:30 p.m. on December 21, 
2022.  

Hearing: #07-22SKP & FP
Date/Time: Wednesday, December 21, 2022, at 
6:00 PM via Zoom and in Person at the Town Office
Applicant: Roger & Lynn Burr
Property: 7 Longmeadow East
Parcel ID#: 132132.2
Description: Sketch Plan Review for proposed Single
Lot Subdivision

To place an obituary 
contact The Islander at 
802-372-5600 or email 

islander@vermontislander.com
The first 200 words and one photo are 

offered at no charge. 
Additional words are offered at $.10 each.

Please contact The Islander with questions.

EMILY FRANCES ADAMS
NORTH HERO / ST. ALBANS – Emily Frances Ad-

ams was born in Newton, Massachusetts on Aug. 
28, 1938 to Ev-
elyn and Ernest 
Adams and grew 
up in Wellesley 
Hills, MA. She at-
tended the Dana 
Hill School for 
two years and re-
ceived her B.A. 
degree in French 
from Middlebury 
College Phi Beta 
Kappa in 1960. 
She then received 
a Fulbright schol-
arship for study 
in France with 
the Middlebury 
Group, receiving 
her M.A. in French after spending a year in Califor-
nia. She studied for two years at Yale University in 
the doctoral program and was a teaching assistant.

Emily taught French at Georgetown University, 
School of Foreign Service for five years. While living 
in Washing D.C. she was an active member of the 
Hospitality committee for Foreign Diplomats and the 
Bethesda, Maryland Camera club. She also worked at 
Resurrection City and participated in several march-
es against the Vietnam War. In her free time, she at-
tended a ballet class “Pour Jeunes Filles” for several 
years.

Emily left Georgetown to spend another year in 
Paris and lived in Tunisia in North Africa for four years 
where she worked with her husband who was a hotel 
manager.

After returning to the United States and getting 
a divorce, she went to live in the family’s summer 
house on Lake Champlain in North Hero where she 
was hired as an Adult Basic Education Home Tutor in 
Grand Isle and Franklin counties.

Emily retired due to poor health and was even-
tually hospitalized after a series of falls. She went 
to Birchwood Manor in South Burlington for rehab 
and then went to live for many years at the Holiday 
House in St. Albans. She moved to Franklin County 
Rehab Center also in St. Albans when Holiday House 
closed in 2021. Her special interests were photogra-
phy, horticulture, genealogy and murder mysteries. 

There will not be a funeral. Kingston Funeral 
Home will oversee her burial in the Plumley Plot of 
the Mount Hope Cemetery in Northfield, VT. Emily 
passed away Nov. 11, 2022 at Northwestern Medical 
Center. A private graveside service was held Nov. 21, 
2022 at the Mount Hope Cemetery.
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---------------------------------
The Sudsey Goat Shop, 108 Morgan Hill Rd. 
North Hero. morganhillfarm@gmail.com Dec. 
Hours: Thursdays & Fridays 11 – 3, Saturdays: 
10 – 3 or by chance/appointment. Handmade 
Goat Milk Soap, Goat Milk lotion, Bath & Body 
products & small Soy candles/ Tarts. Custom 
orders for Bed & Breakfast & showers etc.  
12/21

---------------------------------
ISLAND SEWING: All aspects of sewing. Alter-
ations, mending, formal wear. Specializing in 
bridal gowns. 30+ years experience. Call 802-
372-0194     BTFN

---------------------------------
TURNBAUGH ROOFING- Slate, shingle, metal, 
rubber. Painting all flashings & metal roofs. 
Chimney repair. Free Estimates. Insured. 802-
372-5781 or 802-238-2994 John    BTFN

---------------------------------
E.C. ELECTRIC - 30 years experience. Licensed 
and insured. 802-796-4610     4/26

---------------------------------

-SALES-
---------------------------------

Maya Estate Sale Final Day: Sunday 12/11/22, 
10am - 3pm. Antique furniture, art, cook & 
bakeware, china sets, glassware, bedroom 
sets, mattresses, pillows, linens, outdoor fur-
niture, yoga equipment, holiday decorations, 
and so much more. It all must go! Cash & ven-
mo accepted. No early birds. 2755 West Shore 
Road, Isle La Motte

---------------------------------

-AUCTION-
---------------------------------

AUCTION. Saturday, Dec 17, 12 pm start. 1409 
US Route 2 S Alburgh, VT, United States just 
wanted to give you a heads up to save the date 
More details and photos to be posted on our 
website. www. Bridgestauction.com

---------------------------------

-SERVICES-
---------------------------------

Northern Isle Massage - Licensed and insured 
massage therapist with 20 years of experience.   
Expertise in a variety of treatment styles.  802-
391-4016, NorthernIsleMassage@gmail.com   
BTFN

---------------------------------
Sewing Machine Service. Over 50 years experi-
ence. We make house calls. 80-372-4497  BTFN

---------------------------------
FINNISH TOUCH CARPENTRY - Remodeling, 
renovations and more. Fully insured. Over 40 
years experience with knowledge. Call 802-
233-2639     BTFN

---------------------------------
Happy Holidays from Alan & Family. Landry 
Carpentry - Islands local trusted contractor. 
802-372-3701 or 802-734-9612.   BTFN

---------------------------------

---------------------------------
Why wait for long turn-around times at the 
big box stores? Local flooring man for hire! 
20+ years of experience. fully insured. Free 
delivery. Call Alan at Amp It Up Flooring, 802-
324-6726     BTFN

---------------------------------
WELDING: Aluminum - Stainless & Steel. 
Custom railing, ramps, decks. Fuel tanks, 
holding tanks. One off hot rods & chassis. Boat 
propeller & skeg repair. Jesberger Welding & 
Fabrication. 802-324-6954      4/19

---------------------------------

LARGE enough to 
store your car or 

small boat!
Small enough to 

clear your clutter!

Route 2, 
Alburgh VT

Call today for 
sizes & info!

rrs TM

Have
 a great 
week!

-EMPLOYMENT-
---------------------------------

-THANK YOU-
---------------------------------

The South Hero Volunteer Fire Department 
and Auxiliary would like to thank the Maxham 
family for their donation of our tree this year. 
We would also like to thank the Jackson fami-
ly, John, Daniel, Joseph and William for provid-
ing wonderful music during our tree lighting 
celebration. Many thanks to Santa for the time 
he spent with the children at our tree lighting. 
Hope to see many of you again next year.  

---------------------------------
Thank you so much for the love, kindness, gen-
erosity and support that has been flowing to-
ward our family and keeping us afloat since 
the fire. Our family is deeply appreciative to 
all of you. Thank you to the heroic firefighters 
of the South Hero Fire and Rescue and to the 
surrounding Fire Departments that came and 
worked to save our family’s home. Thank you 
to the South Hero Fire Auxiliary, EMTs, the Red 
Cross, and thank you to everyone on the scene 
who cared for us that cold, windy evening. The 
steady outpouring of generosity has been 
comforting and healing for us. We are lucky 
to live in this loving community. On behalf of 
myself, my husband Rafe Borders, my father 
Hobart Tracy, and my friend and step-mother, 
Naomi King, we thank you. With love and grat-
itude, Anne Tracy

---------------------------------

The Town of Isle La Motte is seeking a part-
time custodian.  Duties to include floor, sur-
face, and bathroom cleaning, and trash re-
moval.  Hours and pay to be determined.  Any 
interested individuals should call the town of-
fice at 802-928-3434, or email at townofislela-
motte@gmail.com for more information.    12/7

---------------------------------

---------------------------------

---------------------------------

---------------------------------

SATURDAY, DEC. 17
- Holiday Craft Fair at Georgia Middle School, 
4416 Ethan Allen Hwy, Georgia; 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m.

Email your Craft Fair
information to 

islander@vermontislander.com

Yet another fish story

Goldfish are one of the most popular pets 
for kids, according to the Association of Mature 
American Citizens [AMAC]. They are easy to 
take care of and hardy enough to live as long as 
ten years. They grow to a manageable six inch-
es in a tank. How big can they grow in a lake, 
for example? A British angler recently landed a 
monster of a goldfish in a lake in Champagne, 
France. It weighed in at 67 and a half pounds.



The Islander    December 7 - December 13, 2022 The Islander     December 7 - December 13, 202218 19

A daily look at life in the Champlain Islands featuring exclusive photos by Swanson and 
available on The Islander’s facebook page, www.facebook.com/lakechamplainislander, 

Instagram @theislandernewsvt and twitter @TheIslanderNews

Mike Gover of Grand Isle took 2-year-old daughter Sophia along on the first day 
of muzzleloader season early Saturday morning, but when it began to rain they 

gave up the hunt for the day and stopped in South Hero for some snacks.

GOOD MORNING FRIDAY
Blasts of color from the southeastern skies at the start of a beautiful December 

Friday in the Islands.

A red-tailed hawk winged over North Hero Friday morning.

ROOFERS AT WORK
Roofers work under brilliant sunshine in brisk December winds last week while 
on one of the buildings at the North Hero House as the famous Inn undergoes 

renovations under new ownership.

GOOD MORNING MONDAY
The predawn sky was on fire above the southeastern horizon Monday morning.




