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Governor presents ‘historic’ 
$7.7 billion budget

By MICHAEL FRETT 
Islander Staff Writer

MONTPELIER – Gov. Phil Scott proposed Tuesday a record $7.7 billion budget 
for the coming fiscal year built out with both surpluses from prior years and a 
groundswell of federal pandemic relief funds.

Calling his budget’s proposed investments “historic,” Scott outlined a 
far-reaching funding proposal touching on everything from workforce and 
housing initiatives to tax relief and climate programs.

Much of this year’s budget proposal was bolstered with federal funding ap-
proved over the past two years spurred largely by the ongoing COVID-19 pan-
demic, funding Scott promised could make a “real difference” for Vermonters 
in the coming years.

“We’ve all seen proposals, large and small, that can make a real difference, 
but they fall by the wayside because we didn’t have the resources to fund them, 
but that’s just not the case today,” Scott said. “It is not an exaggeration to say 
that the opportunity before us is truly historic.”

In all, the budget encompasses a $2 billion general fund, a $1.9 billion edu-
cation fund and a $326 million transportation fund before accounting for bud-
get surpluses, capital spending and federal pandemic relief and infrastructure 
funding.

Workforce and higher education
Echoing concerns highlighted by his State of the State address delivered ear-

lier this month, Scott proposed dedicating millions toward education and work-
force initiatives intended to address Vermont’s worker shortage.

In his address, Scott said around 24,000 workers had left Vermont’s workforce 
since February 2020, the last month before the COVID-19 pandemic prompted 
gubernatorial emergency orders and disrupted much of the state’s economy in 
a bid to control COVID-19’s early spread.

Those losses affected much of the economy, according to Scott, ranging from 
service sectors to public safety and the health care sector, and Scott warned 
the shortage would likely worsen as older Vermonters retire and fewer younger 
Vermonters take their place.

See “GOV PRESENTS 
BUDGET” page 6
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Restaurant, duplex proposal for 
Sand Bar Inn comes before DRB

By MICHAEL FRETT 
Islander Staff Writer

SOUTH HERO – Developers are weighing replacing the former Sand Bar 
Inn with duplexes and a new restaurant, according to a recent proposal 
reviewed by South Hero’s development review board (DRB).

Developers warned during a DRB hearing held last week that their 
plans were early in development, but current plans show four duplex-style 
homes and a restaurant at the site of the former motel.

While an existing cottage on the property would be restored as another 

residence, the retired motel itself would be removed, according to pre-
liminary plans shared by developers last week.

Jennifer Desautels, an engineer with Trudell Consulting Engineers 
connected to the Sand Bar Inn project, described this new Sand Bar Inn 
development as “a mixed-use development reestablishing the property 
as a gateway for the islands.”

According to Desautels, the property’s current owners, LPD Holdings 
in Grand Isle, purchased the Sand Bar Inn property in late 2021.

Permitting for a redevelopment project at the Sand Bar Inn’s prop-
erty exists from previous development plans, according to Desautels, 

including a since abandoned proposal to renovate the property’s motel 
before similarly adding a restaurant and residences to the property.

“There’s a long permitting history with this project with a bunch of 
proposed projects… but nothing that’s actually gotten constructed,” De-
sautels told South Hero’s development board.

Much of that permitting, from septic capacity to previous town ap-
provals, informed the current proposal, according to Desautels, hence 
the new proposal’s similarity to previous developments once envisioned 
for the Sand Bar Inn’s property.

Some parking for the nearby Apple Island Marina would be offered 
at the redeveloped Sand Bar Inn site among parking spots otherwise 
set aside for both the proposed restaurant and residences, according 
to Desautels, in accordance with a previous agreement between prior 
landowners and the nearby marina.

Continued on Page 3

Jennifer Desautels from Trudell Consulting Engineers presents South 
Hero’s development review board with preliminary plans for a possible 

redevelopment of the former Sand Bar Inn’s Route 2 property. 
Photo by Michael Frett.

Tim Maxham, the chair of South Hero’s development review board, 
discusses the proposed redevelopment of the former Sand Bar Inn 

with the board during a Jan. 12 hearing. Photo by Michael Frett.

Photo by Islander Staff.
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Continued from Page 2
The Sand Bar Inn has sat idle for almost two decades now after a brief revival in the early 2000s. 

A website for the Sand Bar Inn still exists, listing the inn as “closed for renovations” before redirect-
ing visitors to another website for an abandoned “Sand Bar Inn Townhouses” project.

The possibility of a 
new life for the long-
idled gateway to the 
Champlain Islands ap-
pears to have sparked 
interest among locals. 
A brief Islander story 
shared online last week 
courted more than 150 
comments from locals 
who seemed largely ex-
cited about the motel’s 
possible redevelop-
ment.

According to that 
same story, South He-
ro’s selectboard chair 
David Carter previously 
said he was “excited” to 
see what might come 
from the project.

It might be some 
time before a final pro-
posal comes before 
South Hero’s DRB, how-
ever.

The project present-
ed to DRB members last 
week was only a preliminary plan, according to developers, and while DRB members had seemed 
amenable to the project overall, there were concerns about more information being needed be-
fore a project could be properly considered by DRB officials.

Officials’ concerns focused largely on smaller details regarding the development, including in-
formation about neighboring properties and utilities infrastructure, as well as concerns with how 
the project’s proposed residences might fit with South Hero’s rules regarding development density.

“I don’t see how that works,” board member Doug Patterson said of the board’s concerns with 
the project’s ability to abide by South Hero’s density regulations, adding later that he was “not neg-
ative on this project” but thought the project’s engineers needed to do “a little more homework.”

Part of Wednesday’s hearing centered on whether the project would be pitched as a planned 
unit development, a more flexible class of developments allowing for certain zoning requirements 
to be modified for projects meeting development goals outlined in South Hero’s town plan.

Desautels said developers were still “very early in the process” when it came to the planned 
development, noting Wednesday’s hearing was an attempt to source feedback from South Hero’s 
DRB for a more detailed permitting application expected to follow.

“We’re not here cramming a specific project down your throat,” she said. “We’re here tonight 
to talk about a concept for this property and… we’re basing that information off what we feel fits 
comfortably on the site, prior site plan approvals and trying to meet the needs of making this a 
feasible property.”

The property’s new landowners, LPD Holdings, seemed to echo Desautels sentiments as they 
joined the engineer in presenting the Sand Bar Inn’s redevelopment to South Hero’s DRB.

“This is the gateway to the islands,” Pierre Leblanc, one of the project’s developers behind LPD 
Holdings, said. “This has to be special.”

A site plan prepared by Trudell Consulting Engineers shows the layout 
of the proposed redevelopment of the Sand Bar Inn’s property on Route 

2, including both a proposed restaurant and several duplexes. 
Courtesy of the Town of South Hero.
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Former hospital pharmacy manager
pleads not guilty to drug charges

By MIKE DONOGHUE, Islander Staff Writer
BURLINGTON -- The former pharmacy manager at Northwestern Medical Center in St. Albans, who 

officials say lost his job in 2016 for stealing drugs for his own use, has been charged with diverting opioids 
from a Washington County drug store where he was working last fall as the manager, court records show.

Brian Thomas Badgley, 37, of Waterbury, had his state pharmacy license suspended by the Vermont Phar-
macy Board after the latest drug diversion was detected at the CVS drug store in Berlin last September, court 
and disciplinary records show.

Badgley subsequently pleaded not guilty in Vermont Superior Court in Barre to two felony counts of pre-
scription fraud in October.  He also denied misdemeanor counts of embezzlement, petit larceny and reckless 
endangerment.

Now federal authorities are interested in picking up the criminal case first investigated by Berlin Police.  
The Office of Professional Regulation and the Drug Enforcement Administration later conducted probes.

Federal prosecutors apparently became interested in the latest state case after learning details about the 
earlier criminal case at the Franklin County hospital that resulted in a deferred court sentence that allowed the 
charges to be wiped off his criminal record. 

St. Albans Police reported a former Northwestern Medical Center employee had returned to the hospital 
during the early evening hours of Feb. 17, 2016, unlawfully entered a restricted and controlled area, forcibly 
broke into a narcotic medication dispensing container, stole narcotics and altered hospital pharmacy records.

Northwestern Medical Center reported Badgley, then 31 of St. Albans, had been terminated the day before 
from his position as pharmacy manager, police said.

They said Badgley surrendered to officers on Feb. 18, 2016. He was ordered to appear in criminal court 
on charges of larceny, possessing controlled substances, trespassing, and vandalism, police said at the time.

Northwestern Medical Center was working cooperatively with city police, the Vermont State Pharmacy 
Board, and other regulatory agencies, police said.

The state pharmacy board later put conditions on Badgley’s license for 3 years, records show.
Badgley appeared in U.S. District Court in Burlington last Wednesday and pleaded not guilty to two felony 

charges that he diverted opioids from his store for his personal use.
Washington County State’s Attorney Rory Thibault said he is prepared to dismiss the state charges filed 

last fall to make way for the federal prosecution, but could refile them depending on the outcome of the fed-
eral case. 

Magistrate Judge Kevin Doyle agreed last week to release Badgley on conditions, including he not be 
charged with any new state or federal crimes and that he surrender all his firearms and his passport. Doyle 
noted Badgley had a doctorate degree. 

Defense lawyer Rob Backus had asked Badgley be allowed to keep his weapons because he was a hunter, 
but Doyle said that would be unwise.  The magistrate said he had to consider the possible safety of probation 
officers when they made home visits to the defendant.  Doyle said he was concerned that while there was no 
known recent substance abuse, there were reports from August.

Under questioning from Doyle, Badgley said in open court he had been treated for narcotic addiction in 
2016.

Assistant U.S. Attorney Matt Lasher said there was considerable evidence for the defense to review.  He 
noted there was audio and video evidence and police reports, including proceedings by the Vermont Office of 
Professional Regulation.

Backus asked for 90 days to review the case and consider pre-trial motions.  Doyle set an April 12 dead-
line. 

One federal charge maintains Badgley between July and August last year showed a reckless disregard 
and placed the public in danger of death and bodily injury by breaking the tamper seal on a bottle of Hydro-
morphone Hydrochloride solution,  removing an unspecified quantity and replacing it with Benadryl and/or 

distilled water.  The indictment said he reattached 
the tamper seal with clear tape and returned it to the 
pharmacy inventory where it could be administered 
to patients.

The second count filed by the federal grand jury 
charged Badgley with diverting Hydromorphone 
Hydrochloride tablets and solution between March 
and September last year by using fraud, forgery and 
deception.  The indictment said Badgley made false 
electronic entries into the pharmacy ordering sys-
tem so Hydromorphone Hydrochloride tablets and 
solution were delivered to his store.

The second count also noted Badgley entered 
false pill counts into the pharmacy inventory sys-
tem to obscure his thefts.  The charge said he also 
used Benadryl and/or distilled water to try to avoid 
detection when he removed the Hydromorphone 
Hydrochloride solution from bottles. 

Continued on Page 5
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Continued from Page 4
Badgley has been free on conditions from state 

since his arraignment in October.  He faced a max-
imum sentence of seven years in prison in the state 
case.  

Berlin Police Officer Daniel Withrow reported he 
received a report Sept. 2 about an employee stealing 
medication from the CVS on U.S. 302.

The state pharmacy board said a complaint had 
been filed that Badgley appeared to be impaired while 
administering a COVID vaccine on Sept. 1.  Badgley 
denied being impaired, records show

Berlin Police reported Badgley admitted to steal-
ing the liquid form of hydromorphone and would 
later dilute the remaining drug container so nobody 
would notice the theft, court records show.

Withrow said in court papers this caused sanita-
tion concerns with the remaining liquid narcotic.

The remaining diluted drug also could cause ma-
jor problems, including it would not work as well 
as needed if it wasn’t diluted, police said. A patient 
might have to receive more of the diluted narcotic 
than usual and then could potentially overdose if they 
were to later receive undiluted narcotic, according to 
court records.

The Pharmacy Board said in charging papers in 
the disciplinary case that by diluting the drug, Badg-
ley was putting lives in jeopardy.

Withrow wrote Badgley reported he initially be-
came addicted after serving in the U.S. Marine Corps 
and undergoing major shoulder surgery, according to 
court records.

Georgia agrees to continue 
contracting with Milton police

By MICHAEL FRETT 
Islander Staff Writer

GEORGIA/MILTON – Georgia’s selectboard has signed off on a memorandum of understanding allowing 
for Milton’s police department to continue providing police services in the Franklin County town.

The selectboard unanimously ap-
proved the memorandum during a Jan-
uary meeting following the memoran-
dum’s approval in Milton the week prior, 
guaranteeing the latter town’s police 
department would continue patrols in 
Georgia.

“I think we’re getting excellent ser-
vice from the Town of Milton,” selectper-
son Carolyn Branagan said before voting 
in the memorandum’s favor. “I’ve heard 
very little comment – nothing negative.”

The Milton Police Department began 
policing Georgia last summer after the 
Franklin County Sheriff’s Office backed 
out of its policing contract with Georgia, 
citing in a July message the high costs of 
continuing a policing contract negotiated under the current sheriff’s predecessor.

According to a statement from the Town of Georgia, the sheriff’s decision to end the contract had been 
given with “virtually no notice,” resulting in the town’s summer scramble for policing services that ended 
with the town signing a contract with the nearby Town of Milton.

According to Georgia’s town administrator Amber Baker, the memorandum Georgia officials weighed last 
week was similar to what Georgia officials signed when they first contracted with Milton’s police department 
last summer.

The memorandum, as signed by Milton’s selectboard, noted Milton’s police department had “sufficient 
staff” and capacity to continue providing “limited patrol services” in Georgia.

Milton Police Department Corporal Jason Porter on patrol. 
Photo by Rob Swanson, Islander Photojournalist.
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GOV. PRESENTS BUDGET
Continued from page 1

“If we don’t work to solve this problem now, it will be there down the road in 
the future, and it will be much bigger and more complex,” Scott said. “Future gov-
ernors and legislators will have to make decisions that are regressive, like slashing 
services and raising taxes and fees to balance budgets.”

In his address, Scott proposed funding initiatives ranging from investments in 
technical centers in Vermont’s schools and proposals aimed particularly at the 
health care sector and in the trades, areas that had been especially hit by work-
force shortages.
Specifically, Scott proposed:

•	 $1 million for a state internship program and another $1 million for a 
Vermont Student Assistance Corporation grant program for supporting 
specific training programs;

•	 $2.7 million for piloting a workforce network centered in Vermont’s larger 
communities that could later be taken statewide; and

•	 An $8.5 million expansion to Vermont’s Stay to Stay program intending to 
attract future residents and support their resettlement in Vermont.

In a proposal tailored specifically to health care and mental health provider 
shortages, Scott proposed directing $15 million through a budget adjustment and 
another $18 million in existing funds to support training, retaining and recruiting 
health care and mental health workers.

Another $10 million program was proposed to reduce education costs for trades 
programs and a further $500,000 in education funding was proposed to bolster 
career and technical education centers programming around electric vehicles and 
aviation.

Scott also discussed bolstering the state’s allocations to the University of Ver-
mont and to the Vermont State Colleges System by $10 million and $5 million, 
respectively, and proposed expanding an existing grant program supporting free 
classes at the Community College of Vermont.

Housing crisis and tax relief
Addressing Vermont’s ongoing housing shortage as a workforce issue, Scott 

proposed further funding for affordable and mixed-income housing, but also pro-
posed housing programs toward middle income housing out of recognition that 
Vermont’s housing crisis now extended to middle income families.

“Even with all we have invested over the last five years, we are still not building 
enough,” Scott said. “This is especially true for middle-income families looking for 

affordable homes.”
Under his budget proposal revealed Tuesday, approximately $40 million would 

be directed to building new middle-income homes or restoring existing housing 
stock, as well as another $105 million for affordable and mixed-income housing 
projects.

Scott also floated on Tuesday a tax relief program intending to exempt mili-
tary families’ retirement income and some retirees’ social security incomes from 
state taxes, as well as bolstering Vermont’s earned income tax credit and pro-
vide rebates for overpaid education taxes.

The tax relief proposal was expected to cost roughly $50 million, Scott said. 
Rebates for education taxes, meanwhile, would be covered through allocating 
half of the $90 million surplus Vermont’s education fund was projected to see at 
the end of the current fiscal year.

“We also need to compete with other states when it comes to tax burden 
and costs of living,” Scott said. “With a surplus in our base budget, we can make 
changes that Vermonters will notice in their wallets.”

Child care, health care and emergency services
In his address on Tuesday, Scott proposed targeting parts of his larger tax re-

lief proposal toward health care workers and child care employees, adding he 
intended to propose further funding the state’s child care assistance program 
with another $12 million.

He proposed addressing another $25 million directly toward hospitals, in part 
to help stabilize hospital budgets impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic and to 
help hospitals address workforce shortages predating COVID-19 and deepened 
during the pandemic.

Scott’s budget proposed several other programs tailored largely to mental 
health needs exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic:

•	 $2 million to expand a mobile mental health clinic piloted in Rutland to 
four other Vermont communities;

•	 Another $1 million for Vermont’s suicide prevention program;
•	 $8 million for local substance use prevention and treatment programs; 

and
•	 Continued investments in social and child services, and in the place-

ment of mental health professionals in Vermont State Police barracks.
Under Scott’s budget proposal, another $11 million would be used over the 
next three years to build out a regional network of emergency dispatch centers, 
“something our small communities have urged us to do for years,” Scott said 
during his Tuesday address.

Infrastructure, development
With regards to physical infrastructure, Scott urged the Vermont Legislature to 

continue supporting programs for building out communications, and water and 
sewage infrastructure, investments Scott said could “help some of our smallest 
communities add much-needed housing, jobs, and services.”

Namely, he floated using American Rescue Plan Act funds – or ARPA funds – to 
specifically target tens of millions toward water infrastructure, broadband con-
nectivity and the construction of cell towers.

Broadband accounted for one of the single largest investments proposed in 
the state budget, with Scott suggesting another roughly $200 million from ARPA 
and infrastructure funding be addressed toward building out internet infrastruc-
ture in the Green Mountain State.

Of the specific allocations cited during Scott’s address, broadband was second 
only to the $216 million the governor hoped to commit to climate change initia-
tives, which he pitched as covering everything from vehicle electrification and 
weatherization programs to hazard mitigation planning.

“These initiatives will make us safer and move us closer to our climate goals 
in a way that diversifies the green economy,” Scott said. “Importantly, rather 
than overwhelming Vermonters with mandates they can’t afford, we will include 
them in this work.”

A program for building out wireless coverage in Vermont would be funded 
with roughly $51 million under Scott’s proposal, and $72 million would be di-
rected toward wastewater, stormwater and drinking water infrastructure proj-
ects in Vermont.

Scott also hoped to address around $30 million toward a development grant 
program anchored to communities’ grand lists to better address economic dis-
parities between Vermont’s northwest and its southern and eastern communi-
ties Scott has frequently referenced during his tenure as governor.

The governor also floated a project-specific tax-increment financing – or TIF 
– program similar to district-oriented counterparts leveraged in places like St. 
Albans and Milton, and a $50 million expansion of capital investment grant pro-
gram to support development in Vermont.

“TIFs have made a big difference in northwestern Vermont,” Scott said, “so 
let’s give smaller communities the same access as bigger towns.”

Scott also proposed funding for outdoor recreation-oriented developments, 
expanding the designated downtown and village tax credit program to adjoining 
neighborhoods, and bolstering the state’s contributions to brownfield projects, 
sites of retired industrial projects slated for redevelopment.
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Colchester Police seek
2 suspects in store robbery

COLCHESTER -- Colchester Police are seeking leads into a robbery at the Cham-
plain Farms on Roosevelt Highway (U.S. 2 & 7) on Sunday night.

A man and a woman, both with their faces covered, entered the convenience 
store about 8:48 
p.m. and had a 
blunt object when 
they approached 
the clerk, police 
said.

Detective Cpl.  
Jeremy Wyskiel 
said the robbers 
stole an undis-
closed amount of 
cash and cigarettes 
before fleeing 
from the store.

Wyskiel told 
The Islander on 
Tuesday the clerk 
reported both rob-
bers were under 6 
feet tall and had 
slim builds.

Anyone with 
information on the 
robbery is asked to 
call Colchester Po-
lice at (802) 264-
5556.

Scholarship program 
looks to celebrate 

local education legend
By MICHAEL FRETT 

Islander Staff Writer
ALBURGH – When longtime educator Michael Cain unexpectedly 

passed away last year, he left behind a deep legacy of advocating for many 
of Northwest Vermont’s students most in-need.

His work as an educator would create often experience-focused pro-
grams that kept students with unique learning needs in schools and afford 
others, who might not have succeeded in a traditional classroom environ-
ment, a meaningful space in Northwest Vermont’s public schools.

Celebrated efforts like the Summit Program at Bellows Free Academy 
in St. Albans, tailored toward students with different social and emotion-
al needs, and the popular Field Studies program at the Missisquoi Valley 
Union High School (MVU) in Swanton all stemmed from Cain’s advocation 
and work.

“I had kids completely turned off to school, and within weeks, they 
would turn on to education,” Jeff Benay, the Director of Indian Education 
with the Swanton-headquartered Missisquoi Valley School District, told 
The Islander last month. “Kids needed different things and he made sure 
they had it.”

For many, like Annie Godin’s child Donovan, Cain’s influence was life 
changing.

“He would go to meeting with me and help me with our relationship 
with the school,” Godin, an Enosburgh resident whose child is on the au-
tism spectrum, told The Islander. “He really believed there’s a place for 
children like Donovan in schools.”

That influence is something relatives and longtime colleagues, includ-
ing Benay and Beth Hemingway, the Alburgh Community Education Cen-
ter’s principal and previously Grand Isle County’s special education direc-
tor, are hoping to continue with a scholarship program launching in Cain’s 
honor.

“He was a great advocate for students, especially students who needed 
more experiential programming,” Hemingway, who worked with Cain as 
an advocate for Grand Isle County students, recalled earlier this month. 
“He knew the students and their families so well, his ideas worked.”

The Michael Cain Foundation, organized last fall, was formed to offer 
scholarships for local highschoolers whose graduation plans would devi-
ate from a traditional college-bound future and were instead “very much 
geared toward giving back to the community,” Benay told The Islander.

Every spring, the foundation plans to award a scholarship to one stu-
dent graduating from the Missisquoi Valley Union High School in Swan-
ton and another graduating from Bellows Free Academy – St. Albans, two 
schools where Cain spent years working as an experience-oriented special 
educator and advocate.

The foundation is headed by educators who knew Cain well, including 
Benay and Hemingway, and by Cain’s family members, including his part-
ner Joanne Wells. While still young, the foundation has already courted 
some financial support for creating a scholarship in Cain’s name, accord-
ing to Benay.

“There were a lot of people who wanted to do something for Michael 
Cain,” Benay said.

Hemingway told The Islander she foresaw a scholarship program like 
the Michael Cain Foundation’s potentially impacting “many students,” es-
pecially those who did not see themselves in college and might have strug-
gled in a traditional college classroom.

“These were the students Michael focused on,” Hemingway said. “It’s 
100 percent a reflection of his life.”

Godin, the Enosburgh parent who worked with Cain, said she still re-
members Cain as a powerful advocate for children like her own and as a 
friend, adding that she will sometimes find herself turning to advice the 
late educator gave her when they were working together on her son’s be-
half.

“Even now that he’s passed on, I go back to the advice he gave me,” Go-
din said. “I’m really excited [about the scholarship] and hope this helps 
another young person.”

“Mike,” she added, “would be really happy.”



The Islander    January 19 - January 25, 20228

Open letter to Representative Leland Morgan and Representative Michael Morgan
Dear Representative Leland Morgan and Representative Michael Morgan,
 We are writing in regard to Vermont’s Reproductive Liberty Amendment. The Reproductive Liberty Amendment, also known 
as Prop 5 or the RLA, is a proposed state constitutional amendment that would protect every Vermonter’s right to make their own 
reproductive decisions. The amendment would ensure that individual Vermonters can choose for themselves whether and when 
to become a parent, use temporary or permanent birth control, seek abortion care, or handle a health crisis in their pregnancy as 
they and their doctor see fit. If passed by the Vermont House in the 2022 Legislative Session, the RLA will become a 2022 General 
Election ballot measure, decided on by Vermont voters.
 We should all be free to lead our own lives. Our reproductive decisions are ours to make, without interference from politi-
cians. For far too long, politicians across the country have restricted reproductive rights. Now, the U.S. Supreme Court poses a 
threat to this right like never before by hearing a case that could take away federal constitutional protections for abortion, leaving 
decisions to each state. We need to take care of Vermonters. Protecting personal reproductive liberty in the Vermont Constitution 
will preserve this access to care in our state, no matter what happens in Washington, D.C.
 We, your constituents, urge you to vote yes on RLA to allow this to be placed on the General Election ballot for us as voters 
to make this decision. 
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Christine McGinty
Dave Hobbs
Gwen Hobbs
Liz Monley
Josie Leavitt
Joanne Nicks
Char Kennedy
William Kennedy
Christine Bourque
Adam Farris
Emily White
Michael Interlandi
Bridget Kerr
Tom Wilson
Sarah Rosedahl
Herbert Wilcox
Claire Lavoie
Kate Porcelli
Joseph Porcelli
Sara Downes
Jenny Schulz
Cody Fiala

Paid for by Grand Isle Take Action, 10 Maynard Court, Grand Isle, VT 05458
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Island Industrial Park, 4 Island Circle
Grand Isle, Vermont
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•Smoke Alarms  •Renovations
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•Fully Insured •30 Yrs Experience
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802-238-4802 • Grand Isle

New initiative exhausts initial free 
test supply in matter of hours

By MICHAEL FRETT 
Islander Staff Writer

MONTPELIER – A pilot program intended to distribute free COVID-19 tests to 
Vermonters had, within a matter of hours, exhausted its initial supply of test kits, 
according to state officials.

Launched on Wednesday, the first phase of Vermont’s “Say Yes! COVID Test” 
initiative had reportedly earmarked all 350,000 available antigen tests for distri-
bution by the end of Wednesday afternoon.

The program, a partnership with the National Institutes of Health and Amazon, 
allowed Vermont families to order a maximum of two test kits of two tests each 
free of charge. Orders are expected to be delivered in the next two weeks, accord-
ing to Gov. Phil Scott’s office.

The program was, according to officials, a means of testing future distributions 
and rapidly circulating tests in Vermont. Officials had warned demand would likely 
be high during this first distribution and stressed the potential for hiccups in dis-
tribution given how new the initiative was.

“I want to thank our public and private partners for their work on this ini-
tiative,” Scott said in a statement. “While we knew the limited supply would go 
quickly, this effort will help inform future decisions, as we continue to work to 
make testing as accessible as possible for all Vermonters.” 

When originally announcing Vermont’s partnership with the “Say Yes! COVID 
Test” initiative, state officials said a total of 500,000 tests would be made available 
for distribution.

As of last week, according to a statement from Scott’s office, details about how 
the remaining 150,000 tests offered through the program would be distributed 
were “still to be determined.”

According to the Vermont Dept. of Health, testing for COVID-19 is still offered 
to children through schools and child care centers, and are covered for most Ver-
monters through commercial insurance providers in accordance with state orders.

While Vermont officials are championing the immediate turnaround of anti-
gen testing in response to the ongoing spread of a highly infectious Omicron vari-
ant of COVID-19, slower but somewhat more accurate polymerase chain reaction 
– or PCR – tests are still available through state sites.

A similar “Say Yes! COVID Test” partnership in New Hampshire saw a similarly 
high demand when launched in November.

The “Say Yes! COVID 
Test” initiative is separate 
from a similar free test 
distribution program the 
Biden administration is 
preparing to launch later 
this week. According to an 
announcement from the 
Biden administration, the 
federal ordering program 
is expected to launch 
Wednesday.
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3 deer rescued off lake
but injuries are fatal

By MIKE DONOGHUE
Islander Staff Writer

NORTH HERO -- Gallant efforts to try to save the lives of three deer from 
the ice of Lake Champlain have fallen short, according to the North Hero Fire 
Department and Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department.

One doe, after being rescued on Monday, succumbed to her injuries by Tues-
day morning, officials said.  Two yearlings, also rescued at the same time, never 
recovered and needed to be put down by a Vermont Game Warden on Tuesday.

North Hero Volunteer Fire Chief Michael Murdock said the deer will be 
donated to the state-run “Venison for Vermonters” program that helps match 
dead animals with butcher shops and the meat is provided to local food shelves.  
He estimated the doe was about 140 pounds while the yearlings were probably 
about 60 to 70 pounds each.

The case began to unfold with some initial phone calls on Sunday evening 
indicating there were some deer in distress on the ice, Murdock said.  Investi-
gation by fire and rescue showed three deer off of North Hero and a fourth deer 
near the western shore of Knights Island.  Due to multiple safety factors nothing 
could be done that night, but by morning a plan was developed, officials said.

Murdock and Jim Benson, a veteran animal control officer for several Grand 
Isle County towns, were able to spot three deer together off North Hero on Mon-
day morning, officials said.   They used an air boat from the fire department to 
go out on the lake to try to retrieve the deer.  The fourth deer, possibly a male, 
was not in sight at Knights Island.

Murdock said they loaded the deer into a sled one by one and they returned 
each to the shoreline. 

“We tucked them into some cedars,” Murdock said.  “We found a spot away 
from the shoreline.  It gave them protection.  They were alert.”

He said the cedars were all around them and the deer were able to munch on 
them.  

Murdock said when he returned Tuesday morning he found the doe had died 
and the yearlings were very weak.  They had trouble holding up their heads, he 
said.

“They were not alert.  They were suffering,” Murdock said.
Game Warden Josh Hungerford was summoned to give his professional 

opinion about their expectancy, he said.  The warden arrived minutes later and 
indicated they had no future.  Hungerford estimated the yearlings were born last 
May.

Game Warden Lt. Carl Wedin, the district supervisor, said often times when 
deer get pushed out on the ice by predators or for some other reason they are 
unable to stand up.  Many deer, including yearlings, often fracture their pelvis 
because of the unplanned splits caused by their legs spreading on the ice.

Hungerford said wardens all across Vermont get similar calls of deer on ice 
each year.  Some recoveries are successful and some are not.  He said an identi-
cal call for service near “The Gut” in the Champlain Islands last year resulted in 
3 adult deer being rescued and recovering.

Murdock said he was glad that “something good can come out of something 
sour like this,” referring to the meat being provided to needy people.

He said trying to save the deer was important.
“We would do it again,” he said.



The Islander    January 19 - January 25, 202210

Al-Anon
1-866-972-5266
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South Hero wins $100,000
for historic meeting house

SOUTH HERO -- The town of South Hero has 
won a $100,000 grant from Preservation Trust of 
Vermont for foundation and wall repairs to the 
Old White Meeting House on U.S. 2 in the vil-
lage.

The Paul Bruhn Historic Revitalization grant, 
announced on Tuesday, will be a shot in the arm 
as volunteers in South Hero attempt to restore 
the 1816 historic building that has served as  a 
church, town hall, school, and more recently as 
home to the Granny’s Attic Benefit Store and for 
storage for the town’s volunteer fire department.

The $100,000 Bruhn Grant will support re-
placement of the foundation and stabilization of 
the east wall of the Meeting House. 

Long-term goals for the Meeting House in-
clude weatherization, adding basic infrastruc-
ture (water and septic) and an elevator on the 
rear to make it fully accessible year-round.

Revitalizing the building will preserve a part 
of South Hero’s rural history for future genera-
tions and provide a vibrant, flexible space for a 
wide range of community and tourist activities, 
Preservation Trust said.  Among them is retain-
ing the 70-year-old Granny’s Attic Benefit Shop, 
which raises up to $34,000 annually to support 
local non-profit causes that range from library 
books for kids, to meals for children and older 
Vermonters.

David C. Carter, selectboard chair and head of the South Hero Meeting House committee, said the 
grant will help “begin the restoration of this important iconic building which will become the center 

The Old White Meeting House has received 
$100,000 for foundation and wall repairs.

of cultural and economic activity for South Hero village for decades to 
come.”

Carter said he believes the economic impact will be tremendous once 
the restoration is done.

“The Preservation Trust of Vermont, in partnership with the National 
Parks Service, is excited to support projects that will help preserve and 
revitalize Vermont’s rural communities,” said Ben Doyle, PTV President 

said in a prepared statement.
He noted community members are leading the 

charge and the Congressional delegation, espe-
cially U.S. Sen. Patrick Leahy for his work in estab-
lishing this important national program.  Bruhn a 
former journalist, worked for Leahy shortly after 
being elected to the senate in the 1970s.

The Bruhn Revitalization Grant program sup-
ports the preservation and restoration of buildings 
and community gathering spaces of economic 
and social significance in rural communities with 
fewer than 7,500 residents.

Other projects receiving 2022 Bruhn Revital-
ization grants include: the mid-century Arlington 
Common building in Arlington ($100,000 for fa-
cade restoration); the Union Meeting Hall in Fer-
risburgh, ($100,000 for structural and restoration 
work); the Sanborn Covered Bridge in Lyndon 
($100,000 for structural work); the Haskell Free 
Library and Opera House in Derby Line ($75,000 
for slate roof restoration); and the Hale-Brodne 
House/Orange County Restorative Justice Cen-
ter in Chelsea ($50,000 for rehabilitation).

 The Preservation Trust of Vermont is a state-
wide nonprofit organization that helps communi-
ties save and use historic places. The Paul Bruhn 
Historic Revitalization Grant Program is adminis-
tered by the National Park Service, Department 
of the Interior. 
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January 2022
COLCHESTER

•Property at Lot 43 Outer Bay at Mar-
ble Island, 0.26 ac., was transferred 
to Frederick R. Chapman & Tamara 
M. Reisbach, $190,000.
•Lee Proper & Richard Curtis Page 
transferred property at 104 Chimney 
Hill Dr., 0.94 ac., to Meredith Parker, 
$500,000.
•Christian A. & Jana Fjeld transferred 
property at 256 Oak Circle #5 to Jef-
frey C. Lin, $257,600.
•Property at 183 Jen Barry Ln, 1.48 
ac., was transferred to Dustin J. 
Page & Sara E. Wohlhueter-Page, 
$1,100,000.
•Property at 369 Heineberg Dr., 1.3 
ac., was transferred to KM Dental 
LLC, $720,000.
•Craig L. & Pamela J. Cushing trans-

ferred property at 117 Westward Dr., 
0.41 ac., to Susan L. Cushing & Lisa 
Bortz, $N/A.
•Gregory Anderson, Michael R. Haseck 
& Victoria E. Morgan transferred prop-
erty at 728 E. Lakeshore Dr., 1.08 ac., 
to 90 Morellen Lane LLC, $N/A.
•Lynne M. & Michael P. Kruger trans-
ferred property at 643 Oak Circle, 0.44 
ac., to Michael P. Kruger, $N/A.
•Property at 1334 Middle Rd, 70.4 ac., 
was transferred to Ryan A. Myers Re-
vocable Trust, $1.
•Sharon & Steven J. Benoit transferred 
property at 239 Buckingham Dr., 0.55 
ac., to Joseph S. Benoit, $N/A.
•Wendy D. & William G. Colley trans-
ferred property at 142 Biscayne 
Heights, 0.58 ac., to Rex D. Kerr III & 
Alisa Rosenhaus, $730,000.
•Chelsea Paquette transferred prop-

erty at 918 Shore Acres Dr., 2.39 ac., to 
Michael Turner, $N/A.

MILTON
•Sandra Holbrook transferred property 
at 93 Russell Circle, 0.56 ac., to Alexan-
der T. Carpenter, $320,000.
•Property at 34 Catamount Dr., 3.34 ac., 
was transferred to Catamount Holdings 
LLC, $1,500,000.
•Carol J. & Frederick A. Barrett trans-
ferred property at 27 Christine Ct, 2.36 
ac., to Carol J. Barrett, Trustee & Freder-
ick A. Barrett, Trustee, $N/A.
•Carmen E. Wheel transferred property 
at 39 Villemarie Ln, 0.34 ac., to Amanda 
& Joseph Wagner, $325,000.

SWANTON
•McKenna Gaudette transferred prop-
erty at 108 Grand Ave., 0.5 ac., to Greg-
ory Gaudette, $N/A.

•McKenna Gaudette transferred 
property at 110 Grand Ave. to Greg-
ory Gaudette, $N/A.
•Roxanne L. Ladabouche transferred 
property at 34 Canada St., 0.19 ac., 
to White Living Trust, $245,000.

N. Hero seeks loan for 
water system plans

By MICHAEL FRETT 
Islander Staff Writer

NORTH HERO – North Hero officials have signed 
off on an application to fund a planning study guid-
ing possible future expansion and maintenance of the 
town’s municipal water system with a forgivable loan.

In a special meeting held last week Thursday, 
North Hero’s selectboard unanimously approved an 
application for a $40,100 forgivable loan from Ver-
mont’s revolving loan fund.

According to testimony from Andy Alling, a mem-
ber of the town’s water board and planning commis-
sion, the planning project would help inform future 
development and maintenance of the town’s water 
system.

“It will really take all of our data, all of our in-
formation and put it together in one place, one data-
base,” Alling told the selectboard. “I think it will be 
really helpful for us going down the road looking at 
future expansions, maintenance and etcetera.”

According to Alling, the planning work North 
Hero intended to support through the revolving loan 
fund is independent of another capital project involv-
ing replacing what the town’s loan application de-
scribes as a “three-mile stretch” of water lines in the 
Grand Isle County town.

The state drinking water revolving loan fund is 
part of a larger revolving loan program also support-
ing wastewater projects in Vermont. Loans offered 
through Vermont’s revolving loan funds are often 
given with limited or no interest and can be forgiven 
up to a certain amount.

For municipalities, for example, up to $50,000 of 
a loan for planning for municipal water systems can 
be forgiven, according to a Dept. of Environmental 
Conservation publication.

Alburgh, South Hero schools reopen after 
COVID prompts weeklong closures

By MICHAEL FRETT 
Islander Staff Writer

ALBURGH/SOUTH HERO – After a surge in COVID-19 cases prompted weeklong school clo-
sures in both Alburgh and South Hero, students in both towns returned to class Tuesday, accord-
ing to the Grand Isle Supervisory Union (GISU)’s superintendent Michael Clark.

According to Clark, the Alburgh Community Education Center and Folsom Community Educa-
tion Center had both reopened as of Tuesday morning. In a brief conversation with The Islander, 
he said students and staff were excited to be back and encouraged islanders to be mindful of 
COVID-19 protocols.

“I think we’re excited to be back,” Clark told The Islander.
Both schools closed last week after large numbers of students and staff at both schools either 

tested positive for COVID-19 or were considered close contacts of someone else testing positive, 
triggering quarantine requirements for many.

In Alburgh’s case, more than half of all students attending the school had tested positive for 
COVID-19 or were quarantined due to an exposure to COVID-19. According to a letter sent to Al-
burgh families, staffing had also been affected by the large number of cases.

According to a similar letter sent to families in South Hero, the Folsom Community Education 
Center had been similarly affected by the large number of cases, every class but the school’s sec-
ond grade classes had been affected by potential COVID-19 cases and close contacts.

By the end of the week, more than half of the school’s student body was isolating either due to 
testing positive for COVID-19 or because they had been considered a close contact, according to 
a letter sent to South Hero families by supervisory union officials on Wednesday.

Elementary schools in both Grand Isle and North Hero also reported having had either students 
or staff test positive for COVID-19 last week, though neither instance resulted in the schools hav-
ing to close.

Last week’s disruptions come amid an ongoing surge in COVID-19 attributed to both holiday-re-
lated travel and the spread of the highly infectious Omicron variant of COVID-19.

Clark, when speaking with The Islander, encouraged local families to continue to follow public 
health guidelines related to the COVID-19 pandemic, including not sending their children to school 
if they were sick, regularly washing hands and, ideally, sending their children to school vaccinated 
against COVID-19.
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Red-bellied woodpeckers 
for the win

By Heather Kohser   
Data compiled by Ken Copenhaver

The annual Audubon Christmas Bird Count was held on Dec. 19 for the 
35th year in the area encompassing the Champlain Islands, St. Albans, Point au 
Roche, NY, Swanton, and Georgia. Twenty-five dedicated birders and sixteen 
attentive feeder watchers scoured the snowy, blustery landscape, counting ev-
ery bird they saw or heard. 

Early morning snow and unplowed roads prevented all but two teams from 
their typical pre-dawn starts for owling, contributing to a low owl count of 
only one species, an eastern screech owl heard by the Alburgh team. The lake 
was mostly open water, unlike many years of the Christmas Bird Count (CBC), 
and water birds were likely scattered over the entirety of the area, a possi-

ble factor in the low-
er-than-normal counts. 

The common gold-
eneye was not so com-
mon this year, with only 
448 seen, a surprising 
new count low. A medi-
um-sized duck, the com-
mon goldeneyes, sport 
large heads that slope to 
form a triangular look. 
The males have a flashy 
white spot behind their 
bill, and in flight both 
sexes have large visible 
white wing patches and 
a characteristic whistling 
sound that can be easily 
heard during their fast 
flights.   

Similarly, only 60 
common mergansers 
were spotted, compared 
to many years when 
these distinctive diving 
beauties number in the 
thousands, with a count 
high of 7981 in 2013. 
Interestingly, both these 
species of ducks prefer 

to nest in cavities of dead trees carved out by large woodpeckers, like the 
six Pileated teams counted. 

The Isle La Motte team was thrilled to spot 7 hooded mergansers, the 
smaller, yet striking crested species, feeding near the bridge. Other teams 
saw them as well, counting a total of 55. 

Fortunately, the Point au Roche, New York team spied two red-breasted 
mergansers, fashionably fancy with messy looking head feathers and long 
red serrated bills, good for holding slippery fish. This species has not been 
counted on the CBC since 2017. 

Herring gulls remained elusive this year, with only 31 identified, a new 
count low, beating the last low number of 52 in 2006. We missed seeing the 
horned grebe, for the 6th consecutive year. A rare find was one American 
wigeon, viewed in Point au Roche. This vocal dabbling duck, with a white 
crown, has only been counted in the area’s CBC four other times, last in 
2004!

Another rare miss this year was the ruffed grouse, not seen for the past 
two counts. Expectantly, our Isle La Motte team crunched through fresh 
snow, wishing to flush one of these furtive, dappled game birds into view. 
We could imagine its presence roosting on dead wood or warming under 
drift of snow, its toes with projections that act like snowshoes, a celebrated 
bird to count on the island’s south end in past years. The wild turkeys held 
strong this year with birding teams counting 128. Tied for a low count this 
year, only one pine siskin was seen. Teams saw ten lapland longspurs, 23 
snow buntings, and 13 eastern bluebirds brightened the day.

Bald eagles were soaring stars this year, with teams counting 13 through-
out the area, nearing the high of 15 on two other count years. A juvenile 
was a joy to behold, with characteristic brown body and brown and white 
mottled wing plumage, eating a meal perched on a high cottonwood tree 
branch, on the shore of St. Anne’s Shrine. 

Other raptor highlights were 23 red-tailed hawks identified hanging in 
the air, kiting for prey, or still on a branch or a telephone pole peering about 
for motion in the snow. Teams saw an average number compared to other 
years, of four northern harriers, but only one each of sharp-shinned, rough-
legged and cooper’s Hawks. All three species tied for low counts this year.

Woodpeckers knocked our socks off, with a new record high of 14 
red-bellied woodpeckers sighted. With black and white barred wings and 
pale belly feathers usu-
ally obscuring the red, 
males sport red head 
and napes, while fe-
males only have red 
napes. These delightful 
woodland birds also vis-
it backyard suet feeders.  
Previously, a rare species 
for this area’s CBC, we’ve 
counted it for eight con-
secutive years. A thrill 
for the North Hero team, 
was the sighting of a yel-
low-bellied sapsucker, found in only two other count years. Leaving dead 
wood standing on one’s land is a great way to help woodpeckers find hab-
itat for nesting. They typically excavate a new nest each year, often in the 
same dead tree. Abandoned woodpecker nest cavities are used by cavity 
nesting songbirds to raise their own broods. 

Teams counted many of these important songbirds such as: 67 
white-breasted nuthatches, 470 black-capped chickadees and 32 tufted tit-
mice. Wrens a winter rarity, were not seen, while red-breasted nuthatches 
were a rare miss, identified in 30 previous counts.

In total, 14,471 individual birds were counted this year, compared to an 
average count of 21,097. Half of this number were snow geese, numbering 
7,077 birds. Subtracting snow geese from all past years counts, the total of 
7,394 birds was the lowest number counted in the past 35 years. This con-
tinues a general trend of decreasing counts. 62 species were identified with 
the average diversity being 65 species. 

Citizen scientists of the Audubon Christmas Bird Count have contributed 
122 years of valuable data that informs conservation decisions that protect 
birds. Tragically, bird populations in the U.S. have declined by 3 billion since 
1970. Research has shown that with just a little help from humans, birds 
can adapt and recover. For ways you can help in your own backyard check 
out: www.Audubon.org/native-plants and www.Audubon.org/get-outside/
activities  

If you are interested in joining a CBC birding team, contact Terry Marron 
at tgmarron@comcast.net

Red-bellied woodpecker. 
Photo by Sarah Rosedahl.
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Your Government in Action - 
Below are upcoming local government meetings based on reports from area towns and schools. 

Meeting schedules are subject to change.  Please check the town or school website for postponements 
and cancellations.

Government boards also are allowed to have special meetings, but must provide public notice at 
least 48 hours in advance.  Emergency meetings, which are rare in Vermont, are allowed with less than 

24 hours notice, but must be a crisis situation, like a major flood or a town bridge being wiped out. 
Vermont’s Open Meeting Law mandates that all boards distribute their agendas ahead of all regular 

and special meetings to those people that file requests for them each calendar year with the clerk.

Selectboard approves 
Camp Ingalls project

By MICHAEL FRETT 
Islander Staff Writer

NORTH HERO – Town officials have approved some maintenance work in Camp Ingalls affect-
ing a “wet area” near the park’s story walk and replace a dilapidated cabin with a foundation for a 
possible gazebo.

In a Jan. 10 meeting, North Hero’s selectboard approved allowing the town’s parks and recre-
ation committee to sign off on $5,130 of excavation and construction work within Camp Ingalls.

According to testimony from John Skutel, North Hero’s parks and recreation committee chair, 
the committee planned to have a culvert installed near Camp Ingalls’ parking area and the trail-
head to its new story walk to help address water drainage in the park.

The committee also planned to demolish a ruined cabin Skutel told North Hero’s selectboard 
was “beyond repair” and replace the cabin with a stone pad for a future gazebo at the site.

“About five years ago, I tried to level it up and it’s not any good,” Skutel said of the cabin, “and it’s 
not being used.”

While North Hero’s parks and recreation committee had funding for the project available, town 
policy requires selectboard approval for projects exceeding $3,000 in costs, meaning the parks 
and recreation committee required selectboard authorization before contracting for the project.

Upon a brief review during their Jan. 10 meeting, the selectboard approved North Hero’s parks 
and recreation committee’s request unanimously, allowing the committee to contract with Grand 
Isle’s Island Excavating Corporation to manage the project.

Construction, Skutel told North Hero’s selectboard, would likely begin later that week.

Burlington senator announces 
congressional bid

By MICHAEL FRETT 
Islander Staff Writer

BURLINGTON – Sen. Kesha Ram Hinsdale, a Democrat representing Chittenden County in the 
Vermont Senate, has announced her plans to run for the U.S. House of Representatives.

Ram Hinsdale announced her plans Wednesday, joining a Democratic primary race already in-
cluding Vermont’s incumbent lieutenant governor, Molly Gray, and head of Vermont’s senate, Sen. 
Becca Balint.

In an announcement over social media, Ram Hinsdale said she was running “to be Vermont’s 
fighter for working families, our democracy, and our climate,” touting her support for a Green New 
Deal, Medicare-for-All, access to abortion care and voting rights.

“N ow  is the time… to advance a bold vision for our multicultural democracy while building a re-
sponsive government that meets the everyday needs of Vermonters,” the state lawmaker said.

Ram Hinsdale has served as a legislator since 2009, when she was sworn into the Vermont House 
of Representatives as a state representative from Burlington. Following a failed primary run for lieu-
tenant governor in 2016 and a subsequent break, Ram Hinsdale was elected to the Vermont Senate 
in 2020.

Her campaign site celebrates her work estab-
lishing organizations like Emerge Vermont and 
the Bright Leadership Institute, which support 
women and people of color looking to run for of-
fice, as well as her advocacy for climate change 
initiatives, paid family and medical leave, and 
criminal justice reform.

The daughter of a Jewish American mother 
and Indian father, Ram Hinsdale was the first 
person of color to represent Burlington in the 
statehouse and first woman of color to serve in 
the Vermont Senate.

Her announcement pits her against Gray and 
Balint, both of whom previously announced their 
own bids for the U.S. Congress after Rep. Peter 
Welch, D – Vt., announced his own intentions to 
vie for a U.S. Senate seat currently held by Sen. 
Patrick Leahy, D – Vt., in 2022.

Leahy, meanwhile, announced late last year 
his intentions to retire at the end of his current 
term after having spent almost half of a century 
representing Vermont in the U.S. Congress’s up-
per chamber.

As of press time, there have been no announce-
ments from the Vermont Republican Party re-
garding potential 2022 candidates for Vermont’s 
single seat in the U.S. House of Representatives.
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Northwestern Counseling  &
Support  Services, Inc.

Behavior Health Crisis Services
• 524-6554 or 1-800-834-7793 •

Greetings from the 
Statehouse:

We have now fin-
ished our second 
week of this legisla-
tive session, which 
unfortunately was ac-
complished remotely.  
Last week the House 
Rules Committee put 
forth a resolution 
that would allow us 
to return to the State-
house.  After much 
debate and a failed 

attempt to amend the resolution that would have 
kept us working remotely, we voted to return to 
the Statehouse to work.  It is a hybrid situation, 
where we can still work remotely if there is a 
COVID-19 related situation where it would be 
more appropriate to work in this manner.  While 
in the Statehouse we are required to take all safe-
ty precautions necessary to stay safe. We are en-
couraged to take a ‘Quick Test’ to assure we do not 
test positive before entering the building.  It will 
take a little time to adjust, because many modi-
fications have been made that will make working 
here as safe as possible.  It is not a perfect situ-
ation, but it is certainly better than the last year 
and a half.

The Reapportionment bill has been introduced 
and is in the Government Operations Committee 
where I am sure a lot of time will be committed to 
it. There are those that would like to see all single 
seat districts throughout the State and there are 
those that would like to see the districts as they 
are today, making changes only in the areas that 
have population changes that would require mod-
ification. I would like to see the voting districts 
stay the same. It would cause a lot less confusion 
when the next Statewide election occurs. We all 
will be hearing a lot more about this before a final 
decision is made.

A large number of bills have already been intro-
duced this session, with many more certainly to 
come. This is in addition to the many bills from 
last session.  Many will go nowhere, but it looks 
like it will still be a very busy session.

The State of Vermont has a new Fish and Wild-
life Commissioner. The Governor has appointed 
Christopher Herrick to fill the position after Lou-
is Porter stepped down to take a job in the private 
sector.  I am looking forward to his visits to the 
Natural Resources, Fish and Wildlife Committee, 
of which I am a member.

Thank you for your time. Enjoy the winter.  
Lee Morgan

Please reach out to us with your questions or 
concerns:  Rep. Lee Morgan at 802-318-0227 or

lmorgan@leg.state.vt.us or
Representative Michael Morgan at 

802-881-7835 or mmorgan@leg.state.vt.us

Representative 
Leland J. Morgan

January is national 
mentoring 

appreciation month
        By Liese Reagan, GICM Coordinator

ALBURGH – This month is a time to celebrate 
the power of mentoring around the country and 
in our own community.  Grand Isle County Men-
toring is in its 13th year of running with pairs in all 
four island schools.  This school year, in person 
mentoring is back and are very proud of the ded-
ication and commitment our mentors and men-
tees have shown to the program despite the 
continued challenges of the pandemic. If you 
know a mentor in our community or beyond, be 
sure to thank them for making a difference in a 
youth’s life.

This month we highlight one of our pairs in 
Alburgh.  Carol and Liallah first met in the fall 
of 2019.  They were excited to connect, as Carol 
is an art teacher and Liallah enjoys art. The two 
started meeting at school and quickly began to 
form a friendship. They sometimes had lunch 
together or enjoyed some fresh air on the play-
ground.  Not long after meeting, schools went 
into remote learning due to Covid.  That did not 
stop Carol from reaching out, sometimes send-
ing “cat” cards and letters, or providing art mate-
rials to Lilah during quarantine.  This fall the pair 
were able to meet in person again.  Playing Uno 
or drawing after lunch are still some favorite ac-
tivities. Liallah takes this time with Carol to re-
lax, draw anime and chat.  What a nice break in 
the school day.   

Mentoring relationships are all unique.  Some 
last a year or two, others a lifetime.  What we do 
know, is that any time a caring adult in the com-
munity can offer time, knowledge, and thought-
ful support to youth- there is potential to make 
a positive impact in both the life of the mentor 
and the life of the mentee.  If you are interested 
in becoming a mentor, please reach out and we 
can discuss what mentoring this spring will look 
like.   If you have a child in your family that might 
be interested in the mentoring program, I am 
happy to give more information.  

Information: Liese Reagan, lreagan.
gicmentoring@gmail.com or call/ text 802-233-
5846. 
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REQUEST FOR BIDS
GRAND ISLE CEMETERY

 FOR CEMETERY LAWN MAINTENANCE 
FOR April 1, 2022 – March 31, 2023

The Grand Isle Cemetery Commission is soliciting 
bids for maintenance of the three cemeteries in the Town 
of Grand Isle using your own equipment.  Bids shall be 
submitted providing an hourly rate.  

A full job description can be picked up at the Grand Isle 
Town Office.

Current proof of insurance is required.  Proposals are 
due by 3:00 P.M. on February 7, 2022.  The Cemetery 
Commission reserves the right to reject any or all bids.  
Notification of award of contract will be made by February 
11, 2022 by phone.  If more information is needed 
regarding this request please contact Sue Lawrence at 
GrandIsleVTCemetery@gmail.com.

Request for Bids
Food Service Program

Grand Isle Supervisory Union
The Grand Isle Supervisory Union on behalf of 

the Champlain Islands Unified Union School District 
(CIUUSD) requests proposals for the operation and 
management of the School Food Service program for the 
school district.   Proposals are due at the GISU office by 
5pm on March 11, 2022 at 224 U.S Route 2, Grand Isle, 
VT 05458.  Proposals will be accepted from food service 
management companies “FSMC”.  The proposal will be for 
a period of one year with the option for four additional one-
year renewals. For bid specifications or more information 
please contact Robert Gess, Business Manager at 802-372-
6921 X2003, email: rgess@gisu.org. or Kristal Gomez, 
Food Service Administrator at 802-372-6921 X 2005, 
email: kgomez@gisu.org.  The CIUUSD board reserves 
the right to accept or reject any or all proposals received.

NORTH HERO LISTERS
TO BEGIN INSPECTIONS

As required by law, V.S.A Title 32 S3431(a) Listers 
shall reassess all properties with open building permits.

All outside work will be inspected, weather permitting, 
without an appointment beginning  in February 2022.  A 
resident may request an appointment, if they prefer, by 
calling or emailing the Listers Office.

All interior inspections will be done by appointment 
only.

Appointments can be scheduled by calling the Lister’s 
office at 802-372-8503 and leaving a voicemail message or 
by emailing the Listers Office at listers@northherovt.com.

If you have questions, please contact us.
North Hero Listers:
Dave Davis
Kathy Finck
Mary Dattilio

Vermont’s free ice 
fishing day
By John Hall, Vermont Fish & Wildlife

Vermont’s Free Ice Fishing Day will be held 
Saturday, Jan. 29, according to the Vermont Fish 
and Wildlife Department.  

 “Ice fishing can be a great way to introduce 
people to how much fun fishing can be,” said Fish 
and Wildlife Commissioner Christopher Herrick.  
“Showing youngsters or adult new anglers how 
to jig for perch or how to use tip-ups is reward-
ing, and it can provide an excellent meal of fresh 
fish.  Perhaps best of all – the experience almost 
always creates fond memories to last a lifetime.”   

Free Ice Fishing Day is held annually on the 
last Saturday in January.  Residents and nonresi-
dent anglers may ice fish on any Vermont water-
body that is open to ice fishing without a fishing 
license on Free Ice Fishing Day.  

For ice fishing tips and to learn how to safely 
go ice fishing, go to Vermont Fish and Wildlife’s 
website, www.vtfishandwildlife.com.  Be sure to 
visit the virtual ice fishing festival for a video pre-
sentation on fish identification, safety and cook-
ing your catch.   

To learn about fishing regulations, you can 
pick up a free copy of the 2022 Fishing guide & 
Regulations booklet from any Vermont license 
agent or Interstate highway rest area, or it can be 
downloaded from the website. 

VTF&W photos by Shawn Good
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THE BORDERS 
REGIONAL MINISTRY

Anglican - Episcopal
NO SERVICES AT THIS TIME
for Church-at-Home booklets, 

contact
The Rev. Thora L. Chadwick   802-863-8036
 www.diovermont.org   www.montreal.anglican.ca

CORNER ROUTE 2 AND ROUTE 129
SOUTH ALBURGH, VERMONT 05440

REV. C. ANDREW CHRYSLER, PASTOR
(802)782-9384      WWW.GLBCVT.ORG

GOD'S LITTLE BROWN CHURCH
A non-denominational 

GCMF affiliated Church

“God’s Word has the answer”
WORSHIP......SUNDAY 10:00 AM

BIBLE STUDY/PRAYER-WEDNESDAY 6:30 PM

UNION BIBLE CHURCH
Main St., Route 2, Alburgh, VT

Dr. John C. Kehoe, Pastor
796-3055

Independent—Bible Believing—Gospel Preaching
       SUNDAY School & Bible Study _______  9:30AM
        SUNDAY Worship__________________ 10:30AM
        WEDNESDAY Prayer Mtg. & Bible Study 7:00PM
        WEDNESDAY Children's Bible Club____ 7:00PM

“A Friendly and Joyful Welcome Awaits You” 
Nursery Provided at all Services

website: www.unionbiblechurch.org

St. Amadeus Office  796-3481
St. Rose of Lima Office 372-4092

Our Lady of the Lake Parish
Serving the churches of Alburgh, Grand Isle, 

Isle La Motte & South Hero
MASS SCHEDULE

St. Joseph, Grand Isle- Sunday: 8:00 a.m.
St. Rose of Lima, South Hero- 

Saturday: 4:00 p.m.  
St. Amadeus Parish, Alburgh- Masses resume

Sunday, Sept. 19 at 10:30 a.m.

United Methodist Church
Isle La Motte ~ North Hero ~ Grand Isle

WORSHIP SERVICES
8:30  Isle La Motte   1st & 3rd Sundays

10:30   North Hero   1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays
10:30   Grand Isle   2nd & 4th Sundays

  Reverend Chico Martin 
 Jacqueline Hughes, Lay Leader                

Parish Office  372-6638

Congregational Church of South Hero, U.C.C.
Sunday Worship at 9:30 a.m.

(masks required at this time)

Supervised Nursery ages 5 & under
Sunday School

Pastor: Rev. Cordelia Burpee
24 South St. South Hero, VT   05486
Tel:  372-4962  • ccshvt@gmail.com

Office hours M-F 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
www.facebook.com/CCSHVT

To place an obituary 
contact The Islander at 
802-372-5600 or email 

islander@vermontislander.com
The first 200 words and one photo are 

offered at no charge. 
Additional words are offered at $.10 each.

Please contact The Islander with questions.

MARGARET CLARK
SOUTH HERO 

- Margaret Clark 
was born on April 
15, 1938 in White 
Pine, TN to Walter 
and Laura Henry. 
Margaret or Peg 
as most called her, 
grew up mostly in 
Spout Springs, VA with her siblings Mary Alice, Jack, 
Jenny and Jill. 

She died peacefully with her sons Tim and Ken 
and his wife Kim. Peg suffered a debilitating stroke in 
February 2021 not long after her husband Ken Clark 
Sr. passed who she had cared for right to the end. Her 
last year brought many health problems and eventu-
ally ended with a second stroke.

Peggy was a devoted wife and mother as well as 
a teacher of many subjects but primarily psychology 
at South Burlington High School in Vermont. Peggy 
loved her town of South Hero and was involved in 
too many aspects to possibly list but the Congrega-
tional Church was certainly a focus. She sang in the 
choir as well as singing solos. She had formal music 
training which she passed on to her two sons Ken 
and Tim. She is survived also by her granddaughters 
Mara, Sofia, Elena and Ella.  She published a book 
entitled “Memories of the ups and downs of the Is-
land Line.” Peggy’s funeral will be held at South Hero 
Congregational Church on Feb. 25 at 1 p.m.

DONALD DUBUQUE
NORTH HERO/FLORIDA - Donald Dubuque passed 

away on Dec. 29, 2021 while wintering in Florida with 
Pauline, his devoted wife of 64 years.  He was born to 
Herman and Floris (Knight) Dubuque on May 2, 1934.

Growing up on a small dairy farm in North Hero 
he attended elementary school and Milton High 
School, until the death of his father when he took 
over the farm.

He is survived by his wife of 64 years Pauline, two 
sons, James of North Hero, Dennis and his wife Pau-
la of Leesburg, FL, daughter Marilee Silva of Derby, 
CT. He is also survived by several grandchildren and 
great grandchildren, many friends and neighbors and 
his loyal friend Linus, who visited even though con-
versation were not possible.

When they left the family farm Don and Pauline 
moved to South Burlington, and then Milton, where 
Don worked for 34 years at Edlund Can Opener Com-
pany. Eventually they relocated to North Hero on a 
scenic lakeside parcel once part of his grandfather’s 
farm and Inn (now Knight Point State Park), where 
Don established his auto repair shop.

Unknown to most people were the varied talents 
and accomplishments of this quiet, humble man.  
From farming to skilled mechanic, locksmith, builder, 
plumber, electrician, large truck and equipment op-
erator, he did it all, often working two or more jobs, 
while maintaining his unique, dry Vermonter sense 
of humor.

In later years, Don was well known locally for the 
beautiful weed-free gardens and raspberry patch 
along Rt. 2, just north of the Drawbridge.  Many Is-
landers knew him affectionately as the “raspberry 
man.”  Lucky neighbors often found wonderful veg-
gies and berries on doorsteps.  Don was as generous 

with his garden bounty as with his time and good ad-
vice.  If a tool was needed or help with a task, he was 
there. 

As per his wishes his ashes will be scattered in his 
beloved hometown next summer.

Jim inherited his fathers love of the outdoors and 
you will continue to see an almost weed free garden 
every spring.

ACADEMIC 
KUDOS
Dean’s List

UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT – 
BURLINGTON, VT

Amanda Bloom, Katelyn Dematteis, Simon Garen, 
Benjamin Hershey, Tabitha Myers, Brooke Senesac, 
Kyrill Serdyuk, Gavin Sicard, Courtney Phelps, Conor 
Mcduffie, Van Nguyen, Evan Lamothe, Abigail Pala-
za, Jacqueline Palaza, Brooklynn Goller, Julia Pel-
legrino-Wood, Lauren Zehnacker and Alayna Potter  
of Colchester.

Alexis Drown, Jessica Howard, Kendra Keelty, Wil-
liam Muzzy, Haley Raftery, Molly Toner, Colleen 
Turner, Simon Walter, Breanna Cunningham, Zach-
ary Hayes, William Gambero and William Stoll of 
Milton.

Emma Hoza-Frederick of North Hero.

Jillian Getler, Ethan Hood, Gannon Poquette, Dom-
inick Wilder and Mark Zambarano of South Hero.

Emily Bourdeau and Jordan Bourdeau of Swanton.

To achieve the honor of being on the President’s List, 
each student must have satisfactorily completed 12 
numerically-graded semester hours, with a grade 
point average of 3.5 or higher.

PLYMOUTH STATE UNIVERSITY – 
PLYMOUTH, NH

Cassandra Ploof of Colchester.

To be named to the Dean’s List, a student must 
achieve a grade point average between 3.5 and 3.69 
during the Fall semester and must have attempted 
at least 12 credit hours during the semester. the se-
mester.

COASTAL CAROLINA UNIVERSITY – 
CONWAY, SC

Samantha Borman of Milton.

Students who make the Dean’s List have achieved a 
grade point average between 3.5-3.99 for the semes-
ter.

SUNY CANTON – 
CANTON, NY

Catherin C. Foley of Mooers, NY.

Anthony Barcomb and Nicholas D. Rowe of Rouses 
Point, NY.

Dean’s List recognizes full-time students who earned 
a GPA between 3.25 and 3.74.
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JAN. 7 - JAN. 13
Between Friday, 

Jan. 7 and Thursday, 
Jan. 13, the Milton 
Police Department 
arrested 4 people. 
Officers also issued 
4 traffic tickets and 
16 warnings.

Friday, 
Jan. 7

4:09 p.m.  Main 
St, Assist - Agency

Cpl. Porter, Offi-
cer Bosworth, and 
Officer Schiavo re-
sponded to assist 
the Vermont State 
Police with the re-
port of a stolen 
vehicle. Once on 
scene, four Juveniles 
were located and 
identified within the 
vehicle. 

9:02 p.m. East 
Rd / Hardscrabble, 
DUI-Alcohol

Officer Schia-
vo and Cpl. Greni-
er were dispatched 
to the area of East 
and Hardscrabble 
road for the report 
of a vehicle stopped 
in the middle of the 

MILTON 
POLICE 

LOG
roadway. It was 
also reported 
that the driver 
appeared to be 
unconscious. On 
arrival, Cpl. Gre-
nier approached 
the vehicle and in 
finding the driver 
was indeed un-
conscious. Cpl. 
Grenier knocked 
loudly numerous 
times on the win-
dow, windshield, 
and roof. The ve-
hicle was noted 
to still be running 
with the gear shift 
in the Drive posi-
tion. After multi-
ple unsuccessful 
attempts to rouse 
the operator, a 
glass break was 
used to open the 
window as the 
welfare status 
of the individu-
al was unknown, 
and the vehicle 
not being in Park. 
After gaining en-
try to the vehicle 
and ensuring the 
vehicle was off 
and in Park, the 
operator began 

to rouse and 
showed signs of 
heavy intoxica-
tion. After admit-
ting to drinking 
and performing 
Standard Field 
Sobriety Tests, 
the Driver was 
taken into custo-
dy for suspicion 
of Driving Under 
the Influence.  

Saturday, 
Jan. 8

6:05 a.m. US 
Route 7 S, Assist 
– Motorist

Officer Mc-
Queen respond-
ed to US RT 7 
where a motorist 
had run out of 
gas. The vehicle 
was pushed into 
the parking lot of 
a local business, 
and Officer Mc-
Queen stood by 
with the motor-
ist and provided 
lights for safety 
until a friend ar-
rived on scene 
with gasoline. 

4:02 p.m. Turn-
er Ave, Trespass

Sgt. LaFoun-
tain assisted a 
resident on Turn-
er Avenue who 
reported an un-

known vehicle with 
two individuals had 
pulled into his drive-
way and an unknown 
occupant let himself 
into the residence. It 
was determined that 
the individual was 
actually looking for 
the other residence 
at the address. The 
driver of the vehicle 
was related to the 
tenant at the other 
residence. The gen-
tleman who went 
into the wrong resi-
dence appeared to 
be intoxicated, and 
was asked not to re-
turn. 

Sunday, 
Jan. 9

7:57 a.m. Murray 
Ave, Threats/Ha-
rassment

Cpl. Porter and 
Officer Bosworth re-
sponded to a resi-
dence on Murray Ave 
where it was report-
ed that one of the 
residents was caus-
ing a disturbance 
and was potentially 
damaging the prop-
erty. Upon arrival, 
Officers met with the 
individual who ad-
vised he was having 
a difficult time the 
past few days. Re-
sources were provid-
ed to help with this, 
including informa-
tion regarding the 
Community Outreach 
Team.

11:03 a.m. Benning 
Circle, Welfare Check

Cpl. Porter assist-
ed an individual who 
requested a welfare 
check done on a 
Resident on Benning 
Circle. The individu-
al advised she was 
supposed to hear 
from the resident 
and could not get in 
touch with them for 
over two hours. Cpl. 
Porter was able to 
make contact with 
the Resident who 
was simply away 
from her phone, and 

was just fine. 

 Monday, 
Jan. 10

1:35 a.m. Town of 
Milton, Winter Park-
ing Ban

MPD issued a 
warning to a vehicle 
in violation of the 
Winter Parking Ban. 
The vehicle was 
parked on the road 
while snow removal 
was underway. 

Tuesday, 
Jan. 11

5:40 a.m. East Rd 
/ Tree Farm, Exces-
sive Speed

While on patrol, 
Cpl Coulombe initi-
ated a traffic stop 
for an observed 
motor vehicle vio-
lation. While sta-
tionary, the oper-
ator passed at a 
speed of 80MPH in 
a 40MPH area. The 
driver was issued a 
citation for Exces-
sive Speed and will 
appear in court at a 
later date.

7:28 p.m.  37 Bom-
bardier Rd, Assist - 
Car Seat Inspection

Cpl. Coulombe 
assisted a Milton 
Resident with a Car 
Seat Safety Inspec-
tion at the Police 
Department. 

Wednesday, 
Jan. 12

8:38 a.m.  US 
Route 7 S, Motor Ve-
hicle Complaint

Officer Bosworth 
responded to the 
area of US RT 7 
where a utility driv-
er, in an attempt to 
back into a drive-
way, accidental-
ly backed into the 
snow and was stuck. 
The driver had al-
ready arranged for 
a tow, and Officer 
Bosworth stood 
by to direct traffic 
while the truck was 
removed. 

9:55 a.m.  Sand-

erson Rd, Animal 
Problem

Officer Bo-
sworth responded 
to a Residence on 
Sanderson Road 
for a complaint in 
regards to cows 
that were outside 
with inadequate 
shelter and gen-
eral care. Upon 
Arrival, Officer Bo-
sworth met with 
the landowner 
who showed the 
area where the 
cattle were locat-
ed. The area did 
meet the legal 
requirements for 
shelter, and noth-
ing further was re-
quired. 

Thursday, 
Jan. 13

12:31 a.m. Mur-
ray Ave, Found/
Lost Property

While on pa-
trol, Officer Bo-
sworth located a 
chainsaw in the 
roadway of Mur-
ray Avenue. After 
collecting the lost 
property, a truck 
approached and 
was able to iden-
tify the chainsaw 
belonged to them.

9:45 p.m. Saw-
mill Rd, Domestic 
Assault - Misd

Officer Schiavo, 
Sgt. Philbrook, and 
Sgt. LaFountain 
responded to a 
residence on Saw-
mill for the report 
of a Domestic As-
sault. Upon arrival, 
Officers met with 
the victim who 
confirmed that an 
assault did take 
place in the home 
after an argument. 
Initially, the ag-
gressor in the in-
cident refused to 
meet with Officer’s, 
but ultimately did, 
and will appear 
in court at a later 
date in regards to 
the incident.
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---------------------------------
Auto body & marine repair, collision & rust re-
pair, welding & fabrication, fiberglass & plastic 
repair, computerized color matching, under-
carriage undercoating, detailing, light mechan-
ical insurance work welcome (we’ll deal with 
insurance.)  802-304-8343    
1/26

---------------------------------
Experienced painter seeking work. Also dry-
wall, taping and remodeling. Fully vaccinated. 
Fully insured. Free Estimates. Call 802-238-
0724 or email stevenbadger8@gmail.com    
2/9

---------------------------------
Building additions, complete remodels, new 
garages, foundations, house lifting, barn 
restoration. Available for spring and summer. 
Bill Miller 802-355-0313    BTFN

---------------------------------
Sewing Machine Service. Over 50 years experi-
ence. We make house calls. 80-372-4497  BTFN

---------------------------------
Tree Removal and Tree Pruning by VT Certified 
Arborist. Fruit Tree Pruning. Stump Grinding. 
Hedges. Fully Insured. Heartwood Landscape 
and Tree Services LLC. 802-893-7371 
maxheartwd@myfairpoint.net     
4/27

---------------------------------
FINNISH TOUCH CARPENTRY - Remodeling, 
renovations and more. Fully insured. Over 40 
years experience with knowledge. Call 802-
233-2639     
BTFN

---------------------------------

-WANTED-
---------------------------------

Buying Collections of Comic Books, Pulps, 
Vintage Magazines, Books (Sci-Fi, Mystery, 
Illustrated), Movie Related Paper/Stills, Origi-
nal Art, Digests, etc...call David, 802-796-3003   
1/19

---------------------------------

-FOR SALE-
---------------------------------

Building lots on Leggett and Clark Roads, 
Champlain, NY. Phone 518-298-4401. Leave 
message   1/19

---------------------------------

-SERVICES-
---------------------------------

TURNBAUGH ROOFING- Slate, shingle, metal, 
rubber. Painting all flashings & metal roofs. 
Chimney repair. Free Estimates. Insured. 802-
372-5781 or 802-238-2994 John     BTFN

---------------------------------
ISLAND SEWING: All aspects of sewing. Alter-
ations, mending, formal wear. Specializing in 
bridal gowns. 30+ years experience. Call 802-
372-0194     BTFN

---------------------------------

---------------------------------
WELDING: Aluminum - Stainless & Steel. 
Custom railing, ramps, decks. Fuel tanks, 
holding tanks. One off hot rods & chassis. Boat 
propeller & skeg repair. Jesberger Welding & 
Fabrication. 802-324-6954      5/4

---------------------------------
NEW YEAR, NEW PROJECTS. Call Landry Car-
pentry 802-734-9612 or 802-372-3701. Island 
local trusted contractor.  2/2

---------------------------------

LARGE enough to 
store your car or 

small boat!
Small enough to 

clear your clutter!

Route 2, 
Alburgh VT

Call today for 
sizes & info!

rrs TM

-REAL ESTATE-
---------------------------------

---------------------------------

-EMPLOYMENT-
---------------------------------

The Town of North Hero has an immediate 
part-time opening for clerk of the Development 
Review Board. Responsibilities include gen-
erating public notices, gathering supporting 
documentation, attending the monthly public 
hearings, disseminating and filing post-hear-
ing documents as necessary. Please visit www.
northherovt.com for a more detailed descrip-
tion and application. Submit application to 
the North Hero Town Office, PO Box 38, North 
Hero, VT 05474 by February 9, 2022. EOE  2/2

---------------------------------
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-EMPLOYMENT-
---------------------------------

The Grand Isle Supervisory Union (GISU) is 
seeking a Full Time (1.0) School Psycholo-
gist to join our team who work with students 
in Pre-K through 12th grade. We are seeking 
an individual with the following skills and ex-
perience: The following qualifications are re-
quired: Masters Degree in Educational/School 
Psychology. An applicant who is a Nationally 
Certified School Psychologist (NCSP) shall be 
considered to have fulfilled all of the knowl-
edge and Performance Standards and all Addi-
tional Requirements for licensure as a School 
Psychologist in Vermont. Must hold or be eligi-
ble for a Vermont Agency of Education License 
as a School Psychologist Job Responsibilities: 
Complete comprehensive psycho-educational 
assessments in accordance with federal and 
state special education regulations, Facilitate 
and lead evaluation planning team meetings 
and eligibility determination meetings, Pro-
vide consultation to both regular classroom 
teachers and special education teachers, 
Have a thorough understanding of the dis-
ability categories and evaluation procedures, 
Meet with parents/guardians to increase their 
understanding of their child, elicit parental 
cooperation and suggest procedures parents 
can utilize at home to assist their children, 
Participate in a variety of school-based teams 
to assist in intervention planning and program-
ming, Provide social and emotional support to 
students in the form of individual and/or small 
group counseling, Collaborate with BCBA to 
conduct Functional Behavior Assessments 
and implement Behavior Intervention Plans, 
Provide social-emotional and behavioral crisis 
intervention, Consult and help lead the EST 
and RTI process across the SU, Collaborate 
regularly with SU-wide leadership team, Lead 
professional development opportunities for 
staff and participate in su-wide in-service ac-
tivities. Located in the beautiful Lake Cham-
plain Islands, the Grand Isle Supervisory Union 
is comprised of five communities supporting 
over 950 students. Included are Alburgh Com-
munity Education Center, Champlain Islands 
Unified Union School District and Folsom Edu-
cation Center in South Hero. The GISU Schools 
specialize in educating grades K-6/K-8, while 
students in grades 9-12 have the choice of 
attending High Schools in neighboring coun-
ties. We are an easy commute from Burlington 
and are located about 1.5 hours from Montreal 
or under 4 hours from Boston. Our region is 
known for breathtaking views and access to 
Lake Champlain, boating, skiing, hiking, moun-
tain biking, fishing, canoeing and other out-
door opportunities. The Burlington and Saint 
Albans regions offer amenities such as fine 
dining, shopping, theater, a vibrant music and 
art scene with seasonally relevant festivals, as 
well as access to higher education opportu-
nities available through UVM and Champlain 
College. Our communities attract wholesome 
families, faculty and staff. Our schools main-
tain impassioned faculty, personalized beliefs 
about success, and a caring, safe school cul-
ture.           
1/26

---------------------------------

Grand Isle Sheriff’s  
Dept. weekly log. 
Jan. 10 - Jan. 13

Mon., Jan. 10
ALBURGH
Citizen Assist 
GRAND ISLE
Citizen Assist 
ISLE LA MOTTE
Citizen Assist
SOUTH HERO
Service of APO
Welfare Check

Tues., Jan. 11
ALBURGH
Citizen Dispute
GRAND ISLE
Family Fight
ISLE LA MOTTE
Citizen Assist
NORTH HERO
Citizen Assist
Suspicious
SOUTH HERO
Citizen Assist (2)

Wed., Jan. 12
ALBURGH
Alarm
GRAND ISLE
Citizen Assist
ISLE LA MOTTE
Service of APO 
NORTH HERO
Alarm
Citizen Assist
Fraud
Suspicious

Thurs., Jan. 13
ALBURGH
Citizen Assist
GRAND ISLE
Citizen Assist (2)
Citizen Dispute 
ISLE LA MOTTE
Citizen Assist
NORTH HERO
Citizen Assist
SOUTH HERO
Citizen Assist (3)

FRIDAY, JAN. 28
- Blood Drive at the Grand Isle Sheriff’s 
Department, 10 Island Circle, Grand Isle; 
12 p.m. to 5 p.m.

- - - - - - - - - - -
Free events are printed at no 

charge. Please email
islander@vermontislander.com 

or call 802-372-5600 

-THANK YOU-
---------------------------------

Caring and Sharing - 70 food boxes and 30 
fruit baskets were made and delivered to very 
appreciative recipients this Christmas season.  
Families with children also received a nice bag 
of toys that were collected by Toys for Kids 
of Vermont and other local organizations.  We 
would like to thank the following area busi-
nesses and organizations for their help and 
support without which this program would 
not be possible. Also a big thank you goes to 
the countless volunteers who wrap, pack and 
donate food and toys to their less fortunate 
neighbors. Thank you to Keeler Bay Variety, 
Emmon’s Market, Hackett’s Orchard, Island 
Excavating, Pest Pro, Granny’s Attic, Silver By 
Tish, Islands Realty, Cedar Ledge Builders, 
Shore Acres, Kinney Insurance, South Hero 
PTO, Nut Free Chocolates, Pomykala Farms 
and United Way.

---------------------------------
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The sun rose behind the Congregational Church steeple in South Hero.

Before daybreak a foursome of ice fisherman, one on what appeared to be an 
electric bike, made their way out on Keelers Bay ice Saturday.

COMING INTO SHORE
Chris Wright of Alburgh rides his 4-wheeler off the ice after a morning fishing 

in Alburgh Friday.

The lake fog ghosts were dancing above Crescent Bay as seen from Whites 
Beach Saturday.

HAWK ON THE HUNT
A dark-morph rough-legged hawk hovers and hunts in a snow squall in North 

Hero Friday.
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Megan Davis and 7-year-old Siberian Husky Gandalf walked in North Hero 
Friday.

MALLARDS ON THE MOVE
A foursome of mallard ducks wing through a snowstorm last Friday in Grand Isle.

The almost full Wolf Moon Sunday night.

Islanders with both two and four legs were out navigating around on area roads 
as temps were dropping on the heels of strong north winds Friday morning.

A horse was bundled against the cold at Contentment Farms in South Hero.

SUNDAY SUNRISE
The sun comes up over the Green Mountains as seen through a thin break in the 

clouds during an arctic morning in the Islands Sunday.
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