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Ex-Gov. Douglas sues 
Middlebury College over its 

“cancel culture” conduct
By MIKE DONOGHUE
Islander Staff Writer 

MIDDLEBURY -- Dr. John Abner Mead, a former Vermont governor, to mark 
his 50th class reunion from Middlebury College, donated $75,000 in 1914 to 
build the iconic Mead Memorial Chapel in the middle of campus to honor his 
ancestors.

James H. Douglas, a former 4-term Vermont governor, boycotted his 50th 
class reunion -- and filed a breach of contract lawsuit on Friday against Middle-
bury College for its “cancel culture” conduct by removing the name of Mead 
Memorial Chapel off the historic structure.

Douglas filed the lawsuit in Vermont Superior Court in his court-appoint-
ed capacity as the special administrator for the estate of Dr. Mead in Rutland 
County.  The Middlebury College President and its Board of Fellows, also better 
known as the college trustees, were named as defendants.

The college quietly removed Mead’s name off the marble building on the 
morning of Sept. 27, 2021 for what it said was his role “in promoting eugenics 
policies in the state that led to the involuntary sterilization of an estimated 
250,” the lawsuit said.

Douglas said unfortunately that was a “grossly distorted claim of the type 
that has become all too common in the current ‘cancel culture’ society in which 
we live.” 

It was “the type of claim that one would not expect from an international-
ly-renowned liberal arts college,” Douglas said in his 79-page lawsuit.

He noted Middlebury College officials, in trying to justify their actions, got 
both the history of the building and its name completely wrong.

The building was never named for Mead, a Rutland physician and industri-
alist, former Vermont Governor, and Middlebury College Trustee, Douglas said.  
It was for his ancestors.

“Ironically, Middlebury College, while erroneously recounting the history of 
the Mead Memorial Chapel, claiming it was dedicated to John Abner Mead 
instead of by him in honor of his family ancestors, has obliterated any memory 
of the monumental selfless acts and altruistic contributions he made to his na-

See “MEAD MEMORIAL CHAPEL” Page 2
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tion, state, county, town, church” and his college, the lawsuit noted.
“The vile accusation conflates historical events that occurred two decades apart declaring Mead respon-

sible for legislation enacted 19 years after his Farewell Address and more than a decade after his death,” 
Douglas said in court papers.

The lawsuit said Middlebury College has unfortunately and erroneously branded Mead “a eugenicist and 
proclaims that he is responsible for the tragic sterilization of Vermonters and Native peoples.”

The Mead estate seeks to have the college restore the proper name to the library.  If the college refuses, 
the lawsuit seeks to have compensatory and punitive compensation provided to the Mead estate based on 
the huge financial benefit the college has received for more than 100 years from the conditional gift.

Douglas, in an interview, said he also was troubled by the lack of full public discussion about possibly 
removing the Mead name.  He noted Middlebury College debated publicly for a decade on whether to stop 
investing in fossil fuels.

Douglas, a 1972 Middlebury graduate, is one of the most prominent alums for the liberal arts college, 
which had more than a $1.5 billion endowment in 2021, the lawsuit said.  The Springfield, Mass. native 
served as a Vermont legislator representing Middlebury for three terms fresh out of college and became 
House Majority leader.  He became an aide to Gov. Richard Snelling and served 12 years as Vermont Secre-
tary of State and 8 years as Vermont State Treasurer.  He was elected Vermont Governor from 2003 to 2011.

He maintains Middlebury through the years received significant benefit -- financial or otherwise -- from 
the construction of the historic chapel, which was fully funded by Mead.  It would be unjust for Middlebury 
to retain ownership without providing commensurate compensation for the broken contract, he said.  The 
lawsuit said the building, which cost $73,373, is worth more than $2.2 million in present value.

Douglas in a phone interview noted the college has indicated the Mead money also helped spark others 
to make donations to the college through the years. 

When Douglas ended his final term as Governor in January 2011, Middlebury College named Douglas as 
its “Executive in Residence” -- a post he has retained.  He instructs academic classes and does independent 
studies with Middlebury students.  Asked if he expected Middlebury to retain him on the payroll, Douglas 
said in the phone interview he is scheduled to teach again in the Fall.

The campus contact assigned to the Middlebury trustees and Patton, who 
has served as president since 2015, both failed to returned phone messages.

A spokesman for the college confirmed on Monday the college had received 
the complaint.

“We are not able to discuss pending litigation,” said Julia Ferrante, associate 
vice president for public affairs.  Ferrante did not elaborate on why, but said 
reporters were free to check back as things progress.

Patton recommended the name change to a subcommittee of the full Board 
of Trustees during the summer of 2021.  The Prudential Committee voted unan-
imously to adopt Patton’s recommendation, the college said at the time.

Patton and George C. Lee, the chair of the trustees in 2021, issued a state-
ment to the community explaining their actions the day the sign was taken 
down. 

“We want to stress up front that this was a process involving deep reflection 
and discussion. No issue like this should be undertaken lightly or often,” it said 
in part while retelling its understanding of the gift and Mead. 

Middlebury officials waited until about a week after students and faculty 
were back from summer break to deliver the news on Sept. 27, 2021

“We are communicating this news to you now that we are back on campus 
so we can allow these questions the community conversation they deserve, 
which was not possible over the summer months. While the history of eugenics 
in Vermont, and Mead’s instigating role, are well documented, they have not 
been widely discussed or acknowledged,” the message said.

Mead, in offering to construct the chapel, wrote in his letter to the college 
that his great-great-grandfather, James Mead, was Rutland’s first settler “who 
brought the first ... Holy Bible into this unbroken wilderness.” 

He added his great-great grandmother, Mercy Holmes Mead, “gathered the 
pioneers of the immediate area for the first Christian service in the Otter Creek 
Valley and shared fellowship with the local Native American Peoples,” the letter 
said.

The original typed letter from Mead to then-College President John Martin 
Thomas, who served from 1908-1921, is included in the lawsuit.  The lawsuit 
includes the acceptance letters from the individual trustees remarking how 
thrilled they were to accept the gift.

A formal resolution was approved June 22, 1914 thanking Dr. and Mrs. Mead 
and their family.  It was initially a $60,000 gift, but increased to cover the con-
struction costs.  Dr. Mead was involved in the construction over the next two 
years meeting with architects, approving project designs, controlling the budget 
and providing credit and payment for all labor and materials, the lawsuit said.

He added a $5,000 pipe organ, $1,559 for pews and $7,000 for chimes.  All 
11 bells were inscribed with Mead’s name, the lawsuit said. 

Douglas said the Middlebury president and trustees accepted Mead’s condi-
tional offer for the building with the explicit understanding and intention Mead 
Memorial Chapel was “to honor and memorialize the Mead Family ancestors, 

Al-Anon
1-866-972-5266

for friends & families of alcoholics
www.vermontalanonalateen.org

MEAD MEMORIAL CHAPEL
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Continued on Page 3

•Smoke Alarms  •Renovations
•CO Alarms  •New Construction

•Fully Insured •30 Yrs Experience

John B. KneenJohn B. Kneen

802-238-4802 • Grand Isle



The Islander     March 29 - April 4, 2023 3

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29
- Craft Cocktails at the Worthen Library, 28 
Community Ln, South Hero; 6 p.m. Free, but 
space is limited. Details & RSVP at  https://
southherolibrary.org/2023/02/02/winter-
wednesdays/
- 7th Annual Science Fair at Folsom School 
gymnasium; 75 South St., South Hero; 6 p.m. to 
7 p.m.

SATURDAY, APRIL 8
- Baby Animal Day at Dreamwalker Farm, 108 
Allen Rd, Grand Isle; 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free family 
fun for all ages!

TUESDAY, APRIL 11
- Public Local-Led Conservation Meeting at 
North Hero Community Hall, 3483 Route 2, 
North Hero; 6:30 p.m. 

- - - - - - - - - - - -
Free events are printed at no charge. 

Please email
islander@vermontislander.com

pioneers who exemplified the strength of the Vermont character and religious faith that the Mead Memorial 
Chapel was designed to symbolize.” 

The lawsuit said the removal of the name did a disservice to the Mead family, which had three Civil War 
veterans fight to free African-Americans and preserve the union.  One died and one was wounded twice, it 
said.   Mead was picked as the graduation speaker for his graduation and spoke about “The Moral Effects of 
the War” based on the horrors he saw while fighting at Gettysburg.

The structure, made from Vermont white marble, was built on the highest point on campus and is the 
most dominant building.  It is an iconic feature of Middlebury’s landscape and is used by the college in its 
marketing and branding, including trying to attract donors and students to attend.  The college makes ex-
tensive use of colored pictures of the chapel from all four seasons for promotional pieces on brochures and 
Facebook postings.  The college also has vintage postcards of the chapel.

Mead during his 1912 Farewell Address as Vermont Governor did offer support for a proposal to restrict 
the issuance of marriage licenses and to appoint a commission to study the use of a new operation called a 
vasectomy, which was a safer and more humane process of sterilization, the lawsuit noted.  

“The claim that Mead’s 1912 comments caused sterilizations to happen two or three decades later is 
factually baseless and legally unjust,” Douglas said.  No legislation was approved after the speech until 1931, 
long after he died.

The bulk of the Vermont discussion occurred from 1931 to 1941, the lawsuit said.  It noted Helen Keller, 
the founder of Planned Parenthood, George Bernard Shaw, H.G. Wells, Hemrik Ibsen, T.S. Eliot, Virginia 
Woolf and John Maynard Keynes supported the movement. 

Vermont’s native son and president, Calvin Coolidge, observed, “Education is to teach men not what to 
think, but how to think,” the lawsuit noted.  “That requires hearing different ideas and acknowledging them 
in context.  It means learning from history, not erasing it.” 

Douglas said it took time to file the lawsuit because it was important to have just facts presented to the 
court.  He said there was considerable history to research and review about Mead and the gift.  The lawsuit 
has 272 pages of exhibits.

The lead attorney in the case, L. Brooke Dingledine of the law firm of Valsangiacomo, Detora & McQuesten 
in Barre, provides in the lawsuit a historic look at Mead, his family, the college and the current trampling by 
people interested in erasing history by a process now known as “cancel culture.”    

Cancel culture has swept across the country and has included the destruction or removal of historic stat-
ues, buildings and names, according to Dingledine.  She notes Yale Professor Anthony Kronman in his book 
“The Assault on American Excellence” urged against erasing history and instead try to “contextualize” it.

Douglas said in the interview that society is now seeing a re-write of history and having names of historic 
figures, including Abraham Lincoln, removed from buildings.

He said Middlebury College has had a series of cancel culture incidents in recent years, including when 
an angry mob of protesters shouted down Political Scientist Charles Murray when he was invited to speak 
on campus in 2017.  A Middlebury professor was injured by the mob, and she was taken to the hospital for 
her injuries, officials said.

Douglas said colleges, like Middlebury, are one place where all sides of an issue or current event are sup-
posed to be examined and discussed -- not just presenting one point of view for students to accept.

“The ‘culture cancellation’ and the colleges complete erasure of Governor Mead’s good deeds and life-
long contributions contradict the very purpose of the College.  A higher education institution exists for the 
pursuit of truth and knowledge, not the erasure of history,” the lawsuit said. 

Mead Memorial Chapel has been the site of student performances, guest lecturers, religious services, 
weddings, baptism, funerals and annual events, including Convocation and Baccalaureate, the lawsuit not-
ed.  It has hosted Academy Award winners, Nobel laureates and “pillars of art, business and science for 
discussions, readings and panels,” the lawsuit said.

“More importantly, Middlebury College has violated the sacred trust that Dr. Mead placed in the Trustees 
of his beloved alma mater, breaking their promises made and depriving him and his family of the benefit of 
his bargain, the quid pro quo, and/or the conditions of his gift; that Mead would erect a chapel that would 
be known forever as the ‘Mead Memorial Chapel.’”  

Mead, a Fair Haven native, was at Middlebury College when he interrupted his studies to enlist in the 
Union Army with the Vermont Regiment (1862-63) and participated in various battles, including Gettysburg.  

He returned to graduate in 1864, taught high school 
briefly, and received a master’s degree at Middle-
bury in 1867.  He began his medical studies at UVM 
and eventually earned a medical degree at Columbia 
University in 1868. 

Mead practiced medicine in Rutland from 1870 
to 1888 and also served as Vermont Surgeon Gen-
eral.  He was offered the post as chair of the medical 
department at the University of Vermont.  He was 
elected to the Vermont Senate, later served as Rut-
land City’s first mayor and was then elected to the 
House.

He became Lieutenant Governor (1908-1910) and 
then Governor (1910-12).  Mead returned to Rutland 
to become a bank president and later president of 
Howe Scale and was a director of the Rutland Rail-
road.  He served on the board of trustees of Middle-
bury, UVM and Norwich University and received hon-
orary degrees from each.

Mead, a Vermont delegate to the Republican Na-
tional Convention in 1912, was seriously considered 
for the vice-presidential nomination for President 
William Taft, the lawsuit notes.  It includes a picture 
of campaign memorabilia from the possible VP run.

Mead, who died at age 78 at his Rutland home in 
1920, is buried nearby in a family plot in Evergreen 
Cemetery.

Continued from Page 2
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North Hero library gets ‘batty’ 
in honor of local flying friends

By MICHAEL FRETT 
Islander Staff Writer

NORTH HERO – Things got a little “batty” at the North Hero Public Library this 
weekend – literally.

A small audience at the library Saturday clapped their hands and made swoop-
ing motions with their arms at the beckoning of Chip Porter, a volunteer with 
North Hero’s Parks and Recreation Committee, as the latter introduced smaller 
residents in particular to North Hero’s native bats.

The exercise, intended to mimic the echolocation used by bats to navigate, 
saw kids clapping in response to Porter’s call while also miming out the buzz of 
insects favored by North Hero’s bats and the divebombing motions of the owls 
who prey on the islands’ resident bats.

“If I say hello, do you know what my echo is?” Porter asked the audience.
“Hello?” came a reply from one of the audience’s newest bat experts.
According to Caroline Korejko, the executive director of the North Hero Public 

Library, events like Saturday’s “Going Batty at the Library!” were intended to help 
introduce North Hero’s younger residents to the conservation needs facing native 
wildlife like bats.

“It’s a fun way to get kids and adults to come out and do something good for 
the community together,” 
Korejko told The Islander. 
“It exposes kids to some-
thing they might not get at 
home.”

The star of Saturday’s 
event was the little brown 
bat, one of the five bats 
listed by state officials as a 
threatened or endangered 
species that, according to 
Porter, was known to have 
colonies in North Hero.

A recording of chirps 
and clicks from commu-
nicating little brown bats 
played over the library’s 

speaker system as Porter described the challenges facing the island communi-
ty’s small, winged mammals.

“Bats are in serious trouble in Vermont,” Porter, a longtime volunteer with 
the town’s recreation committee and a retired teacher, told the audience. 
“There’s no place for them to live, and they’re also getting a horrible disease.”

In recent years, colonies of little brown bat have collapsed across North 
America large-
ly due to the 
i n t ro d u c t i o n 
of white-nose 
syndrome, a 
fungal disease 
that, according 
to the Vermont 
Fish and Wild-
life Depart-
ment, damages 
tissue during 
h i b e r n a t i o n . 
Once one of 
Vermont’s most 
common bats, 
little brown 
bats’ popula-
tion collapsed 
by nearly 90 percent following the disease’s introduction to Vermont.

According to Bat Conservation International, an organization working to 
raise awareness for declining bat populations across the globe, the loss of local 
bat populations could have implications for everything from agriculture and 
pest control to the health of local ecosystems, as bats are prominent insect-eat-
ers and have also been known to help with pollinating plants and dispersing 
seeds.

In part to help provide refuge for the state’s declining populations of little 
brown bat, the North Hero Parks and Recreation Committee planned on install-
ing bat boxes at the island town’s two natural areas – the Pelots Natural Area 
and the Camp 
Ingalls Butter-
nut Hill Natural 
Area – where 
state wildlife 
officials had 
r e p o r t e d l y 
said bat box-
es would be 
beneficial for 
the island’s en-
dangered little 
brown bats.

Those same 
boxes took the 
center stage 
during Satur-
day’s event at 
the library, where Porter and the committee’s chair Jeanne Metherall looked 
on as parents and their children helped hammer together the four bat boxes 
the recreation committee planned to install later this year.

“Bats offer so much for our community, between agriculture and eating 
mosquitoes,” Metherall told The Islander. “It’s a good thing to put in front of 
kids.”

“You get so much more out of a natural area if you see and understand what 
you’re seeing,” Porter, a former school teacher, added. “This gets kids involved 
in conservation, and it’s an investment in our future to get them aware of our 
natural heritage.”

Korejko, the North Hero Public Library’s director, said Saturday’s event was 
another example of both a long-standing partnership with North Hero’s recre-
ation committee and of positioning the North Hero library as a community cen-
ter of sorts, a goal outlined within the library’s recently drafted strategic plan.

“We want this to be a community center,” Korejko told The Islander. “We’re 
more than just books.”

According to Metherall and Porter, the North Hero Parks and Recreation 
Committee planned to install their new bat boxes at the town’s natural areas 
later this spring. Together with the library, the committee reportedly planned 
on hosting a second “batty” Saturday in May to help introduce North Hero res-
idents to the town’s local bats.

Chip Porter from the North Hero Parks and Recreation 
Committee uses a small chain of paperclips to describe 
the weight of an average little brown bat, an endangered 
species of bat found in North Hero, to an audience at the 

North Hero Public Library. Photo by Michael Frett.

Chip Porter helps a younger volunteer hammer together a 
bat box at the North Hero Public Library. 

Photo by Michael Frett.
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With grant funding, Grand Isle commission 
eyes town plan, municipal center projects

By MICHAEL FRETT 
Islander Staff Writer

GRAND ISLE – Recently awarded grant funds for revisiting Grand Isle’s town plan could, according to the 
town’s planning commission chair, help Grand Isle residents realize developing plans for a town center.

In a press release shared Monday, Emily Clark, the chair of Grand Isle’s planning commission, said the 
pending update to Grand Isle’s town plan would “articulate a community supported vision for the town, 
including specifically a vision for the municipal town center.”

“We have an old, bursting-at-the-seems municipal building and an old, bursting-at-the-seems library,” 
Clark told The Islander in a subsequent interview on Monday. “We wanted to engage with the community 
about our town plan and a possible municipal center.”

The awarded funds, courtesy of a municipal planning grant awarded by Vermont’s Dept. of Housing and 
Community Development, are intended to support revisions to Grand Isle’s town plan, a municipal planning 
document towns are required under state law to update every eight years.

In all, the town was awarded $17,820 to contract with the Northwest Regional Planning Commission to 
oversee the municipal planning project. Grand Isle is expected to provide an additional $1,180 as a grant 
match, according to the state’s housing and community development program.

Generally, town plans incorporate priorities for a town’s short-term and long-term futures officials could 
reference as they apply for state and federal funding and other community development programs, and 
draft a town’s zoning regulations used to govern local development.

According to Clark, prominently including references to a new municipal center in Grand Isle could help 
the town better conceptualize what it might want from a town center and potentially make it easier for 
Grand Isle to subsequently look for the grant funding needed to develop a municipal center.

“It substantiates the need and the vision for a town center,” Clark said.
Developing a community center has, according to Clark, been a topic of interest in Grand Isle in recent 

years, particularly as officials weigh a future home for Grand Isle’s offices and its community library, as well 
as the use of nearly $640,000 in American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funding awarded to the town.

An official 2022 survey overseen by Grand Isle’s planning commission for gauging community mem-
bers’ priorities for using ARPA funding found most of the survey’s 196 respondents supporting plans for 
a multi-purpose community center, as well as support for specialized centers for teens and seniors, and a 
“town center” where people could “interact and ‘run into each other.’”

Other priorities cited in the planning commission’s ARPA survey included developing water infrastruc-
ture, improving recreation facilities and adding bike lanes to Grand Isle roads.

According to Clark, Grand Isle already had plans for a new municipal building drafted several years prior, 
but those plans were limited to a new building for the town’s offices and library, and did not include other 
features like a town green or community gathering space some residents had apparently expressed interest 
in through the commission’s surveys.

“There’s been some early design work [on a new municipal center], but it didn’t have a notion of making 
it a place,” Clark told The Islander.

Clark told The Islander work on redrafting Grand Isle’s town plan could begin as early as next month at 
the planning commission level before eventually moving toward the larger public hearings and gatherings 
typical of the town planning process. The commission, Clark said, intended on hosting a “very open, very 
engaging process” as work begins on the town plan.

While a finalized plan is expected by early 2025, 
when Grand Isle’s current town plan is scheduled to 
expire, Clark said the planning commission hoped to 
lead with discussions around developing a municipal 
center in order to more immediately access feder-
al grant funding allocated during the height of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“We want to jump start the process and get going 
fast,” Clark said.

The municipal planning grant awarded to Grand 
Isle was one of more than two dozen awards granted 
by Vermont’s Dept. of Housing and Community De-
velopment this month. According to the department, 
the state grant program is intended to support “local 
community revitalization and planning initiatives.”

Municipal planning grant funding was awarded 
to the Grand Isle County town of South Hero in late 
2021 for an ongoing town planning project similarly 
steered by that community’s planning commission.

“As Vermont continues to grow its economy, 
maintain a high quality of life and attract business to 
the state, municipal planning grants help communi-
ties accelerate local solutions, energize downtowns 
and remove barriers to much-needed housing,” Josh 
Hanford, Vermont’s commissioner for the Dept. of 
Housing and Community Development, said in a 
statement.

Man dead after ATV 
crashes through ice 

near Swanton
SWANTON -- A Richmond man is dead after his 

ATV crashed through the ice on Lake Champlain near 
Swanton, Vermont State Police said.

Donald P. “Jonesy” Jones, 82, died at Northwest-
ern Medical Center in St. Albans on Monday night, 
police said.

His body was transported to the Chief Medical Ex-
aminer’s Office in Burlington for an autopsy to deter-
mine the cause and manner of death.

State Trooper Jordan Peterson said emergency 
crews responded to a report of a man through the 
ice several hundred feet offshore in the vicinity of 
Church and Hance roads about 2:17 p.m.

Rescuers including the Swanton Village Fire De-
partment located Jones and brought him to shore 
about 30 minutes after the initial call, Peterson said.

Lifesaving measures were undertaken, and the 
victim was rushed by ambulance to the St. Albans 
hospital with life-threatening injuries.  He later died, 
police said.

Others assisting were Swanton Village Police and 
Missisquoi Valley Rescue.
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Island Industrial Park, 4 Island Circle
Grand Isle, Vermont
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info@islandexcavatingcorp.com  www.islandexcavatingcorp.com

With Community Hall transfer complete, 
North Hero plans for future move

By MICHAEL FRETT
Islander Staff Writer

NORTH HERO – With the North Hero Community Hall’s transfer to North Hero’s government now largely 
complete, town officials are eyeing a tentative 2023 move date for North Hero’s town offices to transition 
from the town’s school to the historic meeting hall.

According to town officials, North Hero’s selectboard looked to formalize a committee in the coming 
weeks that could begin overseeing the renovations needed for the North Hero Community Hall to accom-
modate the town’s offices currently housed in a wing of North Hero’s elementary school.

“If we can get this group together and start putting these projects on the front burner, hopefully we can 
allow for that transition in a meaningful way before fall,” the board’s chair, Harry Parker, said last week.

While North Hero currently leases space from the Champlain Islands Unified Union School District (CI-
UUSD) for its offices in the North Hero Elementary School, the town has looked to transition those offices 
to the North Hero Community Hall for several years now following a request from CIUUSD officials that the 

town vacate their wing in North Hero’s school.
According to a 2020 letter initially asking North Hero officials vacate the 

town’s school, CIUUSD officials said they had planned to renovate the wing cur-
rently hous-
ing North 
Hero’s mu-
nicipal offic-
es to serve 
as both a 
home for 
the ele-
m e n t a r y 
school’s li-
brary, which 
had been 
relegated to 
the school’s hallways, and as a space for an arts program previously squeezed 
into the school’s gymnasium.

Plans to move North Hero’s offices to the North Hero Community Hall, a his-
toric meeting space that, until recently, had been overseen by the North Hero 
Historical Society, eventually slowed after CIUUSD’s initial 2020 request, howev-
er, as funding for the move became embroiled in a pair of controversial budget 
elections in 2022 and officials spent the following year working through the 
building’s transfer.

North Hero officials had maintained throughout conversations regarding 
the building’s transfer that the North Hero Community Hall would be the most 
immediate and cost-effective means for relocating North Hero’s town offices, 
superseding prior plans that might have incorporated town offices in a larger 
municipal complex intended to replace North Hero’s aging municipal garage in 
the town’s north.

Speaking during a selectboard meeting last week, Parker, the board’s chair, 
said that, with the transfer from the historical society complete, North Hero of-
ficials would “hopefully” manage the renovations needed for a move this sum-
mer, allowing the town to vacate its wing at the North Hero school in time for 
school officials to complete their own renovations needed for an elementary 
school library.

“Now that we’re in a position where we can move forward on these projects, 
I’m hopeful this summer will be a very busy summer and we can move forward 
with this stuff,” Parker said.

“We’re certainly glad to see the light at the end of the tunnel now,” Michael 
Inners, the recently reelected chair of CIUUSD’s school board, said during the 
North Hero selectboard’s meeting last week. “In terms of the average student, 
having a real library will be a big boost.”

North Hero is, as of press time, advertising for volunteers from the North 
Hero community to serve on a new board of North Hero Community Hall trust-
ees to help administer the building. Alongside two volunteer community mem-
bers, the board would also include a representative from North Hero’s select-
board and two members representing North Hero’s historical society.

Once assembled, according to town officials, the new trustees would help 
oversee renovations needed for the North Hero Community Hall to double as a 
home for North Hero’s town offices, including the construction of offices in the 
hall’s basement and the installation of needed technological infrastructure, as 
well as projects described by Parker as “noncontroversial,” like improving hand-
icap access to the hall.

According to a posting on North Hero’s official website, the town is accepting 
applications for the North Hero Community Hall’s board of trustees until April 
14.

The North Hero Community Hall. 
Islander file photo by Michael Frett.
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With eyes on Missile Base Road, 
Alburgh Family Clubhouse 

looks to 2024 opening
By MICHAEL FRETT 

Islander Staff Writer
ALBURGH – More than a year after legal complications derailed plans for a new child care center near 

Alburgh’s elementary school, the Alburgh Family Clubhouse have redesigned their proposed center for a 
tentative 2024 opening on Missile Base Road.

According to Gina Lewis, the Alburgh Public Library’s executive director and the president of the Alburgh 
Family Clubhouse’s board of directors, depending on fundraising and permitting, the nonprofit child care 
campaign hoped to begin services for in-
fants and toddlers in January next year.

Child care services for preschoolers 
was expected to follow that September, 
according to Lewis.

“This is all hopefully coming soon to 
Missile Base Road,” Lewis said during a 
public hearing on the project last week. 
“A grassroots group of community mem-
bers got together… and the goal is to 
have this up and running in January.”

Those deadlines depend on fund-
raising activities and permitting needed 
to build on a donated property along 
Missile Base Road, but Lewis’s update 
relayed an optimism for the Alburgh 
Family Clubhouse project seemingly lost 
when previous plans to build near the 
Alburgh Community Education Center 
had ultimately fallen through due to legal issues related to building on school property.

Some of that optimism was on display last week when the nonprofit child care organization organized a 
hearing needed to satisfy certain requirements for a U.S. Dept. of Agriculture grant the Alburgh Family Club-
house had tapped to support their child care center’s eventual construction.

One resident, Matthew LeFluer, celebrated the project as an example of 
“what Alburgh could become,” and Josie Henry, the chair of Alburgh’s select-
board and the town government’s liaison to the Alburgh Family Clubhouse, re-
marked that the project seemed closer to fruition than in the past.

“I’m so impressed by how far you guys have gotten with this,” Henry said 
during last week’s hearing. “It’s getting close to the home stretch.”

Tracing its roots back to the work of the Alburgh Promise Community in 
2016, the Alburgh Family Clubhouse has worked toward developing a child care 
center in Alburgh, an area where multiple reports have identified an acute need 
for local child care services.

According to a market analysis conducted for the Alburgh Family Clubhouse 
in 2020, Alburgh was considered “underserved” when it came to child care ser-
vices.

“Many families are forced to patch together a number of child care arrange-
ments, work limited hours according to when care is available or not work at 
all due to a lack of care,” the report said in a quote prominently featured in the 
Alburgh Family Clubhouse’s fundraising materials.

In many ways, Alburgh’s challenges with child care mirrored the region’s and 
Vermont’s as a whole, as a statewide child care shortage has resulted in more 
than half of the state’s youngest children likely lacking access to a regulated 
child care program and rising costs for families who have been able to find child 
care services, according to Let’s Grow Kids, an early education and child care 
advocacy group.

Those shortages, in some ways, have been even more noticeable in Grand 
Isle County, particularly as the COVID-19 pandemic made maintaining child care 
services more difficult and prompted many longtime providers to retire.

According to a report from the Public Assets Institute, between 2019 and 
2022, the county lost almost half of its available child care slots as programs 
closed. In all, 110 child care slots had been lost from Vermont’s northwestern-
most county between the start of the COVID-19 pandemic and late 2022.

Let’s Grow Kids, a nonprofit promoting child care programming in Vermont, 
reported in early 2022 around a quarter of toddlers, almost half of all pre-
school-aged children and nearly three-quarters of all infants in Grand Isle Coun-
ty likely lacked access to a regulated child care program.

According to materials shared by the Alburgh Family Clubhouse, a finished 
child care center would feature enough slots to accommodate 62 children. With 
19 employees, the child care center would effectively double as Alburgh’s sec-
ond largest employer, according to the nonprofit’s leadership.

A rendering by Duncan Wisniewski Architecture shows the 
redesigned child care center the Alburgh Family Clubhouse 

hopes to develop on Missile Base Road. Courtesy of the 
Alburgh Family Clubhouse.

Loretta Knight, the nonprofit’s vice president, said 
the organization’s January opening date would de-
pend on fundraising, as well as contractor and supply 
chain availability and some challenges with the proj-
ect’s requisite Act 250 review relating to the pres-
ence of “prime agricultural soils” at the child care 
center’s future Missile Base Road address.

As of March, around $1 million had already been 
raised for the child care center between private do-
nations and state and federal grant programs, and 
the Alburgh Family Clubhouse had pending grant ap-
plications filed for another $1.2 million.

The nonprofit planned to hire a capital campaign 
manager to help see the Alburgh Family Clubhouse 
project’s fundraising over its projected $2.7 million 
finish line, and, according to Lewis, fundraising ef-
forts would now focus outside of the county toward 
the employers in Franklin and Chittenden counties 
whose workforces might commute from Grand Isle 
County.

Despite the challenges remaining, Lewis seemed 
optimistic at the end of last week’s hearing.

“Things are moving,” Lewis said, “and it’s excit-
ing.”
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UNION BIBLE CHURCH
Main St., Route 2, Alburgh, VT

Dr. John C. Kehoe, Pastor
796-3055

Independent—Bible Believing—Gospel Preaching
       SUNDAY School & Bible Study _______  9:30AM
        SUNDAY Worship__________________ 10:30AM
        WEDNESDAY Prayer Mtg. & Bible Study 7:00PM
        WEDNESDAY Children's Bible Club____ 7:00PM

“A Friendly and Joyful Welcome Awaits You” 
Nursery Provided at all Services

website: www.unionbiblechurch.org

Fr. Joseph Sanderson
Tel:  St. Amadeus Office  802-796-3481

Tel:  St. Rose of Lima Office 802-372-4092
Website:  https://ourladyofthelake.vermontcatholic.org/
Email:  ourladyofthelakeparish@vermontcatholic.org

Our Lady of the Lake Parish
Serving the churches of Alburgh, Grand Isle, 

Isle La Motte & South Hero
MASS SCHEDULE

St. Rose of Lima, South Hero- 
Saturday: 4:00 p.m.  

St. Joseph, Grand Isle- Sunday: 9:00 a.m.
St. Amadeus Parish, Alburgh- 

Sunday: 11:00 a.m.

CORNER ROUTE 2 AND ROUTE 129
SOUTH ALBURGH, VERMONT 05440

REV. C. ANDREW CHRYSLER, PASTOR
(802)782-9384      WWW.GLBCVT.ORG

GOD'S LITTLE BROWN CHURCH
A non-denominational 

GCMF affiliated Church

“God’s Word has the answer”
WORSHIP......SUNDAY 10:00 AM

BIBLE STUDY/PRAYER-WEDNESDAY 6:30 PM

Congregational Church of South Hero, U.C.C.

Sunday Worship at 9:30 a.m.

Nursery for ages 5 & under
Sunday School

Pastor: Rev. Cordelia Burpee
24 South St. South Hero, VT   05486
Tel:  372-4962  • ccshvt@gmail.com

Office hours M-F 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
www.facebook.com/CCSHVT

Milton wrestles with future of 
mired ‘Hourglass Project’

By MICHAEL FRETT 
Islander Staff Writer 

MILTON – With Milton’s storied “Hourglass Project” mired by broken down negotiations over a needed 
real estate purchase, the town’s selectboard discussed Monday evening existential questions about whether 
the “Hourglass” could proceed in Milton’s core.

According to Milton’s town manager, Don Turner, questions about the funding mechanism used to sup-
port the project and lingering issues related to private property sought by the town for the project’s south-
ern leg left Milton with difficult ques-
tions about the project’s future.

“This is a very important project for 
the town,” Turner said during a special 
meeting Monday evening. “The select-
board has to decide how to go forward.”

Designed in tandem with the Ver-
mont Agency of Transportation and 
framed around a problematic intersec-
tion between Route 7, Middle Road 
and Railroad Street in Milton’s village 
core, the “Hourglass Project,” named for 
its silhouette on town planning maps, 
would rearrange the intersection around 
an hourglass-shaped public green to bet-
ter accommodate traffic.

Under an agreement with Vermont’s 
transportation agency, the state would 
largely manage the project’s northern 
leg while Milton officials worked on the 
project’s southern half with roughly $2.8 
million in tax-increment financing (TIF) 
approved by Milton voters between 
2015 and 2017.

In the years since, however, nego-
tiations to purchase the property mak-
ing up much of the project’s proposed 
southern leg had largely fallen through 
after Milton officials and property owner 
Sotos Papaseraphim failed to agree on a 
sales price.

While Milton officials told the Ver-
mont Agency of Transportation to move forward with a redesigned “Hourglass” featuring only the northern 
half, Turner said Monday evening both a 2028 deadline for the TIF district in Milton’s core, as well as commit-
ments to both town voters in the form of two positive TIF-related votes and commitments to state officials 
raised difficult questions for the project.

“We’ve made commitments to the voters that we’re going to do the project and they funded it,” Turner 
said. “We made commitments to the state of Vermont and [the Vermont Economic Progress Council, an 
organization administering Vermont’s TIF program].”

Further complicating matters was the fact even a downsized “Hourglass Project” pursued by the Vermont 
Agency of Transportation would still require easements on property belonging to Papaseraphim, according 
to the project’s manager for the state transportation agency, Ken Robie. 

Absent a purchasing agreement, acquiring the needed easements would likely take time, he said, adding 
to a construction schedule that had already been delayed again into early 2025.

Appraisals funded by Milton officials by appraisers selected by Papaseraphim had placed the property’s 
value at around $1.9 million, officials said Monday. According to Turner, Milton had offered more than $2.2 
million to purchase the property, and when Papaseraphim countered with a $3.8 million price tag, negotia-
tions over the parcel ceased.

Papaseraphim, who attended Monday’s meeting, said the negotiations with Milton officials had cost him 
almost half of a million dollars before eventually falling through, losses the landowner said he would be able 
to prove with documentation when asked about said losses by Milton’s selectboard.

“I spent and I lost almost half of a million dollars on this place because of you,” Paraseraphim told the 
selectboard Monday. “That’s all I have to say.”

According to Roger Dickinson, an engineer with Trudell Consulting Engineers hired as a consultant by 
nearby property owners Pomerleau Real Estate, there were some concerns about whether a more limited 
“Hourglass Project” would adequately address traffic demands at the Route 7 intersection the “Hourglass” 
was initially designed to address.

Without a southern leg to the “Hourglass” to help pull away some of the Route 7 traffic currently passing 
through the intersection, Dickinson said, “excessive queueing on Route 7” threatened to potentially make 
travel through the intersection more dangerous than if the project had retained its original hourglass shape.

“This intersection will be serving all of the turning movements to and from both Railroad Street and Mid-
dle Road, with all of it concentrated right there,” Dickinson said. “That’s not a good thing.”

Milton’s selectboard made no decisions Monday evening regarding the “Hourglass Project.”
Continued on Page 9

Trudell Consulting Engineers’ Roger Dickinson, an engineer 
hired by Pomerleau Real Estate, speaks during a special meeting 
in Milton on Monday as a rendering of a redesigned “Hourglass 

Project” looms in the background. Photo by Michael Frett.
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Northwestern Counseling  &
Support  Services, Inc.

Behavior Health Crisis Services
• 524-6554 or 1-800-834-7793 •

According to Turner, Milton’s options ranged from abandoning the project’s southern leg, and therefore 
triggering a lengthy edit to the town’s TIF documents and discussions about the legality of foregoing a vot-
er-approved project; reopening negotiations with Papaseraphim over the property encompassing the proj-
ect’s southern leg; or “legal remedies” to potentially acquire Papaseraphim’s property.

“Unfortunately, we have to deal with the implications of the TIF, and that’s what’s forcing our hand at this 
point,” Turner said during Monday’s meeting. “Whether we move forward by it, renegotiate or abandon it, a 
lot of work needs to be done.”

An audience member sitting beside 
Papaseraphim who introduced them-
selves as a longtime friend of Papaser-
aphim and “the individual assisting Mr. 
Papaseraphim” with negotiations with 
town officials said Monday evening it 
was possible a sales agreement could be 
negotiated within the coming weeks.

“I truly believe that, if the selectboard 
would consider recessing this particular 
hearing for another thirty days, there 
may be an opportunity for these two 
parties to renegotiate so there would be 
no need to move forward with condem-
nation,” he said.

While conversations around the 
“Hourglass Project” can be traced back 
as far as the late 1980s, interest in the 
project began in earnest in 2013, when 
a study requested by the Chittenden 
County Regional Planning Commission mapped several possible improvements to an intersection described 
by the report as “a challenge and impediment to vehicle, bicycle and pedestrian travel through the village 
core.”

According to the report, the intersection targeted by the “Hourglass Project” was considered by Ver-
mont’s Agency of Transportation to be a “high crash location” based on the number of motor vehicle acci-
dents recorded at the intersection.

One audience member who introduced themselves Monday as a “longtime resident” in Milton and for-
mer emergency service responder recalled responding to numerous accidents at the intersections of Route 
7, Middle Road and Railroad Street, and encouraged the board to move forward on the project.

“I’ve personally been to way too many accidents at that intersection,” he told the selectboard. “Work 
with Mr. Papaseraphim to try and make it happen, and if you can’t, you’ve got to move forward with the legal 
aspect, for the benefit of the Town of Milton and the safety of people in this town.”

Continued from Page 8

Sheriff and U.S. Marshals
warn about phone scams

By MIKE DONOGHUE
Islander Staff Writer

The Chittenden County Sheriff’s Department has issued a warning to the public to be on the alert for 
phone scammers claiming that arrest warrants are being issued for missed jury duty.

Chittenden County Sheriff Dan Gamelin said Tuesday his office in South Burlington has received multiple 
calls in recent days from people reporting that they have been called claiming to be the sheriff’s department 
and ask for money or gift cards.

He said this is a scam that has been attempted in several counties across Vermont in recent years and is 
now back in Chittenden County.

The caller reportedly used a phone number beginning with an 802 area code.  The caller has a southern 
accent and becomes very agitated, Gamelin said.

In one case reported Tuesday morning, the scammer used the name of a Vermont judge in an effort to 
make it sound more realistic, Gamelin said.

There are no known persons that have fallen for the scam, but callers should know that Vermont law en-
forcement -- local, county, state or federal -- never clears arrest warrants of court cases by asking for money 
over the phone.

Callers are urged to hang up the phone promptly, but also take notes about the call.  Reports can be made 
to the Vermont Attorney General’s Office at (802) 656-3183 or toll-free (800) 649-2424.  Call recipients also 
can call the Chittenden County Sheriff’s Office at (802) 863-4341 with any questions.

The U.S. Marshals Service in Vermont also has seen a “significant uptick in the number of phone scams 
that are being reported to our office,” according to Supervisory Deputy U.S. Marshal John Curtis.

Things to remember:
• U.S. Marshals Service will never ask for credit/debit card/gift card numbers, wire transfers, or bank 

routing numbers, or to make bitcoin deposits for any purpose.
• Those receiving calls should never divulge personal or financial information to unknown callers.
• Report scam phone calls to the FBI in Colchester (802) 863-6316.
• You can remain anonymous when you report.
• Authenticate the phone call by calling the clerk’s office at U.S. District Court in Burlington (802) 951-

6301 to verify the court order given by the caller.

Don Turner, Milton’s town manager, walks through the history 
of the “Hourglass Project” during a special meeting in Milton’s 

town offices on Monday. Photo by Michael Frett.
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March 2023
COLCHESTER

•Paul Donna & Ryan Nolan trans-
ferred property at 110 Elm Court, 0.63 
ac., to 110 Elm Court LLC, $200,800.

•Brian & Laurel A. Harms transferred 
property at 1448 Marble Island Rd to 
Brian & Laurel A. Harms, $N/A.

•Cheryl A. & Stewart J. Foster trans-
ferred property at 36 Andrea Ln, 0.54 
ac., to Marnie Bouchard and Ashley & 
Teren Foster, $N/A.

•Lauren A. & Travis J. Robillard trans-
ferred property at 9 White Lilac 
Way to Eliza, Olivia & Roselie Phillip, 
425,000.

•Property at 102 Canyon Estates Dr., 
0.36 ac., was transferred to Green 
Mountain Habitat for Humanity, 
80,000.

•Brian Sicard transferred property at 
318 Eagle Park Dr., 0.39 ac., to Annma-
rie & Cale Switzer, $450,000.

•Ann Ohnmacht transferred property 
at 233 Anna’s Ct to Ann Ohnmacht, 
Trustee, $N/A.

MILTON
•Eric M. Roy & Jessica Roy Smith trans-
ferred property at 52 Main St., 0.9 ac., 
to Jonathan F. & Victoria S. Thibeault, 
$431,000.

•Elizabeth M. Alton & Raymond D. 
Barnes transferred property at 43 
Reynolds Rd, 10.4 ac., to Elizabeth M. 
Alton, $N/A.

•Nicolas Nyirjesy transferred property 
at 23 Shotwell Rd, 10.2 ac., to James & 
Janet Harrison, $480,000.

•Tanya Lavery transferred property at 
19 Ira Place, 0.94 ac., to John C. Lavery, 
$N/A.

•Brenda L. & Sidney W. Smith trans-
ferred property at 32 Hillary Ln, 0.14 ac., 
to Christopher D. Smith, $N/A.

•Jullian C. & Ross D. Golde transferred 
property at 203 Middle Rd, 10.4 ac., to 
Golde Family Revocable Trust, $N/A.

•Rose M. Gabbeitt transferred proper-
ty at 65 Andrea Ln, 0.44 ac., to Marina 
Berger & Ashley Blair, $480,000.

NORTH HERO
•Richard Guyette transferred property 
at 866 Holiday Pt Rd, 0.59 ac., to Kath-
ryn Mckim Trust, $105,000.

SWANTON
•Teena Putnam transferred property 
at 5 Malcolm St. to Chelsea Bessette, 
$30,000.

•Michael J. Fournier transferred proper-
ty at 123-125 North River Rd, 2.16 ac., 

to Michael & Teresa Fournier Revo-
cable Trust, $N/A.

•Michael J. & Teresa A. Fournier 
transferred property at 98 Fourni-
er Ln, 10.1 ac., to Michael & Teresa 
Fournier Revocable Trust, $N/A.

•Michael J. & Teresa A. Fournier 
transferred property at 70 Fourni-
er Ln, 1.36 ac., to Michael & Teresa 
Fournier Revocable Trust, $N/A.

•Michael J. Fournier transferred 
property at 49 Fournier Ln, 1.07 ac., 
to Michael & Teresa Fournier Revo-
cable Trust, $N/A.

•Danielle & David Leduc transferred 
property at 6 Brown Ave., 0.64 ac., 
to Tyler Allen Lamphere, $264,000.

•Michael J. Fournier transferred 
property at 63 Fournier Ln, 1.01 ac., 
to Michael & Teresa Fournier Revo-
cable Trust, $N/A.

Henry, Duchaine to continue as 
chair, vice chair in Alburgh

By MICHAEL FRETT
Islander Staff Writer

ALBURGH – Josie Henry will continue at the Alburgh selectboard’s helm after 
the board’s members voted earlier this month to reelect the incumbent chair 
after Town Meeting Day.

According to minutes from the Alburgh board’s first regular meeting in 
March, Henry was unanimously reelected to serve as the board’s chair during a 
reorganizational meeting that also saw Alburgh selectperson Russell Duchaine 
retained as the board’s vice chair.

Henry, a retired U.S. Navy intelligence officer, has chaired Alburgh’s select-
board since 2021, when the board initially appointed Henry, then the planning 
commission’s chair, to the selectboard to fill a seat vacated by then-selectboard 
chair Lee Kimball following the latter’s resignation earlier that year. 

Duchaine was also reelected earlier this month to serve as Alburgh’s road 
commissioner amid a series of appointments that also saw Danielle James Cho-
iniere, the town’s assistant clerk, elected to serve as the selectboard’s clerk and 
Molly Blais, the town’s recently appointed animal control officer, reappointed.

In Vermont, selectboards and city councils charged with governing munici-
palities typically reorganize following local elections like Town Meeting Day, a 
practice allowing newly elected and reelected selectpersons and city councilors 
to have a say in their board’s leadership for the next year.

Most officials on this year’s Town Meeting Day ballot in Alburgh, including 
Duchaine, were reelected in uncontested races, and every article brought by Al-
burgh’s selectboard, including an $850,000 municipal budget, a $1 million high-
way budget and a $300,000 proposal to help fund a new independent emergen-
cy rescue service, were handily approved by local voters.

Only a $7.3 million budget forwarded by Alburgh’s school board to fund the 
Alburgh Community Education Center another year was narrowly defeated by 
Alburgh voters during the Grand Isle County town’s Town Meeting Day elections 
this month.

Parker to continue as 
North Hero board’s chair

By MICHAEL FRETT
Islander Staff Writer

NORTH HERO – North Hero selectperson Harry Parker will continue to chair 
North Hero’s selectboard following the board’s reorganization earlier this month.

North Hero’s selectboard voted unanimously to reelect Parker to serve as the 
board’s chair, a role placing Parker at the head of the town’s governing select-
board, during a series of reorganizational appointments typical for selectboards’ 
first meeting after Town Meeting Day’s annual elections.

“Thank you all,” Parker said following his reelection as the selectboard’s chair. 
“I look forward to another year of working with everyone in this capacity.”

Selectboards and city councils in Vermont typically reorganize following lo-
cal elections, a measure allowing newly elected and reelected board and council 
members a say in their government’s composition after voters potentially shake 
up their government’s leadership at the ballot box.

In North Hero, the town’s selectboard remained relatively unchanged follow-
ing selectperson Claire LaVoie’s unchallenged reelection on Town Meeting Day 
and selectperson Karl Raacke’s successful reelection in a race contested by Rose 
Cheeseman, a former school board member and the clerk for North Hero’s plan-
ning commission.

Following Town Meeting Day’s elections, Raacke was reappointed by North 
Hero’s selectboard to continue serving as the board’s vice chair, according to min-
utes from a late March selectboard meeting.

North Hero’s selectboard also agreed this month to continue meeting on the 
first and third Mondays of the month at 5:15 p.m. and voted to continue posting 
meeting information at the town’s offices and on North Hero’s official website, as 
well as at the Harborside Harvest Market and Hero’s Welcome.

The Islander was once again selected as North Hero’s paper of record.
A suite of post-Town Meeting Day appointments saw the chair of North Hero’s 

development review board, Christine Salembier, as well as development review 
board member Delcie Durham and alternates Chip Porter and Charlie Dekar reap-
pointed by North Hero’s selectboard with little debate.

Recreation commissioners Michael Clasen, Tim O’Reilly and John Skutel were 
similarly reappointed to their respective municipal board following a unanimous 
vote from North Hero’s selectboard.

Elections in North Hero had been hotly contested this year, with Raacke only 
somewhat narrowly winning reelection and two separate competitive races shak-

ing up membership of the town’s planning commission. Meanwhile, while vot-
ers backed the town’s $1.1 million municipal budget, they defeated a proposal 
to contribute $20,000 in taxpayer funding to building new pickleball courts at a 
local state park.
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Milton Elementary/Middle School PTA to 
host a Community Fun Run

By Liz Conte 

MILTON - The Milton PTA is excited to announce that our annual Fun Run has been scheduled for May 7, 
2023 at Bombardier Park West! In an effort to reduce the cost of Field Trips for our families and to increase 
family and community 
involvement with our 
school we are hosting 
the Milton Community 
Fun Run - In Color. All 
profits will go directly 
towards field trips and 
enrichment for Milton 
Elementary and Middle 
School students. The 
Race will take place in 
Milton on Sunday, May 
7 at 11 a.m. Registra-
tion fees are $20 per 
person and each par-
ticipant will receive an 
event t-shirt and color 
packet. The deadline to 
be guaranteed a t-shirt 
is April 1. All community 
members are welcome 
to partake!

Our Community Fun Run - In Color is a 1 mile, 2 
mile, or 5k race where participants run/walk/dance 
through the course and get color-blasted in safe, 
eco-friendly, plant-based powdered dye at every 
zone… Turning them into a moving target of fun! 
After the race, participants can purchase food from 
our concession stands, check out our raffle table, 
purchase merchandise and jam out to music at our 
Color Blast. We will count down to when everyone 
rips open their color packets to share a blast of color 
with friends, family, and everyone around. The result 
is a once-in-a-lifetime experience that many people 
say is the most fun they’ve ever had exercising.

As a way of including the Community, as well as 
increasing the profits going back to our children’s 
field trip fund, we have been giving local businesses 
the opportunity to become a Community Fun Run - 
In Color sponsor. Anyone interested in becoming a 
sponsor can email miltonfunrunvt@gmail.com.

Register at https://miltonptavt.org/fun-run/ by 
April 1 to be guaranteed a t-shirt.

Information: miltonfunrunvt@gmail.com or 
follow our event page on facebook at: 
https://fb.me/e/39r1Zvvw4

Runners and walkers pass through a cloud of orange and yellow tossed out 
near Bombardier Park’s northernmost baseball diamond during the Milton 
PTA’s annual Milton Community Fun Run last year. Photo by Michael Frett.

Public local-led 
conservation meeting

By Molly Varner, 
GIC Natural Resources Conservation District

NORTH HERO - Join Grand Isle, Franklin, and Lam-
oille County Natural Resources Conservation Districts 
in a discussion about the resource conservation is-
sues that matter to you. We are all partners in the 
protection of natural resources and we want you to 
help us shape the direction of our work in the north-
west and future funding efforts from the Natural 
Resource Conservation Service (NRCS). The meeting 
will be held at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, April 11 at the 
North Hero Community Hall.

Location:  3483 Route 2
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To place an obituary 
contact The Islander at 
802-372-5600 or email 

islander@vermontislander.com
The first 200 words and one photo are 

offered at no charge. 
Additional words are offered at $.10 each.

Please contact The Islander with questions.

NORTH HERO COMMUNITY HALL TRUSTEES
By Corinn Julow, Town Clerk/Treasurer

The Town is seeking two community members in-
terested in becoming Community Hall Trustees.

Responsibilities include:
- Overall facility administration
- Creation and enforcement of policies and pro-
cedures
- Coordinating facility rentals
- Organizing facility maintenance and capital im-
provement projects
- Finances relative to the building
Trustees will be appointed by the Selectboard for 

three-year terms. Trustees will consist of two mem-
bers put forward by the Historical Society, one Se-
lectboard representative, and two community mem-
bers at large.

Rules of Procedure are available at the Town Of-
fice. If you would like to be considered for a com-
munity member position, please submit a letter of 
interest citing your qualifications to the Town Office 
by April 14.

News
North hero

BRUCE ALLEN LETOURNEAU
ALBURGH - In 

loving memory of 
Bruce Allen Le-
tourneau, Oct. 7, 
1955 – March 18, 
2023.

I am now in 
Heaven, walking 
and running. We 
are racing. Don’t 
be sad that I have 
died, smile that 
I can run for the 
first time in years 
with my father, mother and sister and grandson.

Bruce, also known as Dad, Papa and CPA was born 
in St-Albans, Vermont to the late Carl Letourneau 
and Elaine (Arnold) and his sister Cindy Letourneau.

Bruce died peacefully with family by his side at 
Northwestern Medical Center.

Bruce fought a long hard fight, requiring physi-
cal and mental strength, he was living proof of the 
saying he believed in “Mind over matter”. He was a 
prison guard and always enjoyed talking about it. His 
love for fishing and hunting were his best memories 
and stories that we will always cherish.

He is survived by his wife Janie (Irick) Letourneau, 
his son Brent and wife Jennifer and grandson Jon-
athan, his daughter Kristi Berube significant other 
Mark Erdman, and grandson Lukas, his caretakers 
Kyle and Kristin Tatro and their children Cooper and 
Axle, and of course his beloved cat Bella.

Funeral services and Committal Bereavement 
Prayers, will be held May 5, 2023 at 10 a.m. at the 
Bush Cemetery, Alburgh, VT, officiated by Pastor John 
C. Kehoe.

The bearers of the urn are going to be his daugh-
ter Kristi and his grandsons Jonathan and Lukas, fol-
lowed by his caretakers Kyle and Kristin. 

Family and friends are welcome to attend this life 
celebration. There will be no reception to follow.

For those who wish, contributions in Bruce’s 
(CPA’s) memory may be made to National MS Society, 
PO Box 91891, Washington, D.C. 20090-1891 or on-
line at secure.nationalmsscoiety.org or to C.I.D.E.R., 
110 Community Lane, South Hero, Vermont 05486. 
Please don’t send any flowers, Bruce would consider 
that a waste of good, earned monies.

Online condolences may be directed to bjjqlk@
hotmail.com.

RUSSELL F. WAITE SR.
ALBURGH – 

Russell F. Waite 
Sr., age 83, passed 
away on Sunday, 
March 19, 2023 at 
the UVM Medical 
Center in Burling-
ton.

He was born 
in Clarenceville, 
Quebec, Canada 
on Nov. 15, 1939 
to the late Francis 
& Blanche (Aubin) 
Waite.

Russell spent 
his entire life around the construction site. In his 
younger years he worked full-time as an equipment 
operator for ECI Construction, and then would return 
home to work into the night for his father’s construc-
tion business. His construction career took him down 
south where he went to work for Blount Construc-
tion as a master crane mechanic. This job took him 
all over the country from California to Maine. Russell 
could tell you how to drive to just about any town 
in the United States. After his career with Blount he 
worked for a short time as a truck driver until return-
ing to Alburgh to work for his son John in construc-
tion. Russell worked many years for John right up 
until his passing.

He is survived by his nine children, Sharon Shul-
er and her husband Charlie, Russell “Rusty” Waite Jr. 
and his wife Dolores, Leanne Chapman and her hus-
band Jerry, William “Billy” Waite and his wife Edith, 
Jason Beaulac and his fiancé Cheryl, John Beaulac and 
his significant other Stephenie, Jeffrey Waite and his 
wife Michelle, Michael Waite and his wife Pam, and 
James Waite and his wife Diana; 39 grandchildren, 
Matthew, Steven, Meghan, Scott, Aaron, Caitlin, 
Robin, Lauren, Brandon, Keith, Chris, Jeremy, Ashley, 
Alex, William Jr., Abby, Jasmon, Matt, Adam, Travis, 
Jonathan, Justin, Khayleigh, Michael, Jonathan, Ja-
cob, Shayla, Michaela, Nicole, Joey, Maggin, Ashley, 
Thomas, Hollie, Mitchell, Tyler, Kyle, Nathan, and 
Emily; 45 great grandchildren; siblings, Richard Waite 
and his wife Diane, Candace Bullock and her husband 
Mike, and Sheila Morris and her husband Peter Prai-
rie; the mothers of his children, Sandra Waite, and 
Noella Beaulac; step-children, Penny Woodward 
and her husband Rich, Cheryl Wilson, and Tim Mar-
tel; and several nieces & nephews. In addition to his 
parents, Russell was predeceased by his daughter-in-
law, Lisa Waite; and his wife, Beverly Waite.  

Russell’s family would like to give a special thank 
you to his best friend, Billy Beyor and his wife Luann. 
Russell looked at you as the best friend he ever had 
and talked about you all the time, and how grateful 
he was to have you both in his life.

Friends and family will be invited to Russell’s life 
celebration to include a graveside memorial service 
on Wednesday, July 5, 2023 at 11 a.m. at Riverside 
Cemetery, Route 78, Swanton, VT.

For those who wish, contributions in Russell’s 
memory may be made to Alburgh Fire & Rescue, 60 
Firehouse Road, Alburgh, VT 05440.

Condolences, photos and favorite memories may 
be shared through www.gossfs.com

Subscribe to have The Islander delivered right to your mailbox!
Order at www.TheIslanderNewspaper.com/subscribe

or call 802-372-5600

Island Bocce Club 
2023 signups

 By David Leake
GRAND ISLE - The Grand Isle 2023 Bocce season 

will begin in early June. Games will be played Mon-
day, Tuesday and Wednesday evenings. We look for-
ward to seeing returning players and hope some new 
faces will join as well this year. All are welcome, and 
no experience is necessary. Teams will be four peo-
ple, which may be formed by you, or by us.

A Membership Application can be found on our 
website: www.islandbocceclub.com. Other useful in-
formation is on the website. Membership dues are 
$20- for an individual and $40- for a family. Games 
are played at Donaldson Park in Grand Isle.

Applications should be received before the May 
20 weekend to allow scheduling, team formation. 
Prior to the start of games there will be a workday 
for all, and orientation for new members. This will 
take place on June 3 (Rain date June 4)

 Questions (and membership forms/checks) can 
be sent to Glenda Leake at the address on the appli-
cation or email: gleake@aol.com
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Request for Bids
Food Service Program

Grand Isle Supervisory Union
The Grand Isle Supervisory Union on behalf of the 

Champlain Islands Unified Union School District (CI-
UUSD) requests proposals for the operation and manage-
ment of the School Food Service program for the school 
district.   Proposals are due at the GISU office by 5pm on 
April 14, 2023 at 224 U.S Route 2, Grand Isle, VT 05458.  
Proposals will be accepted from food service management 
companies “FSMC”.  The proposal will be for a period of 
one year with the option for four additional one-year re-
newals. For bid specifications or more information please 
contact Robert Gess, Business Manager at 802-372-6921 
X2003, email: rgess@gisu.org. or Cindy Edwards, Food 
Service Administrator at 802-372-6921, email: cedwards@
gisu.org.  The CIUUSD board reserves the right to accept 
or reject any or all proposals received.

ISLE LA MOTTE LISTERS 
To Begin Inspections

As required by law, V.S.A Title 32 S 3431(a) Listers 
shall reassess all properties with new construction or up-
dates. All outside work will be inspected, weather permit-
ting, starting April 1, 2023.

Resident may request an appointment, by calling the 
Town Office at 802-928-3434 or emailing the listers at 
ilmlisters@gmail.com.  If you  have any questions please 
contact us by phone or email.

Isle La Motte Listers:
Mary LaBrecque
Louise Koss
Deborah Spaulding

NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF TOWN OF NORTH 
HERO CIVIL ORDINANCE PROHIBITING THE 
DISPOSAL OF SOLID WASTE THROUGH OPEN 

BURNING AND INCINERATION
On March 20, 2023, the Selectboard of the Town of 

North Hero, Vermont adopted the Ordinance Prohibiting 
the Disposal of Solid Waste Through Open Burning and 
Incineration pursuant to 24 V.S.A. § 1971. This notice is 
published pursuant to 24 V.S.A. § 1972 to inform the pub-
lic of this adoption and of the citizens’ right to petition for 
a vote to disapprove the adoption.  

This ordinance replaces the Town of North Hero Civil 
Ordinance Regulating the Burning and Disposal of Solid 
Waste adopted by the Selectboard of the Town of North 
Hero on January 5, 1998.  

The Ordinance Prohibiting the Disposal of Solid Waste 
Through Open Burning and Incineration adopted March 
20, 2023, includes eight sections: Purpose; Title, Defini-
tions, Open Burning and Incineration, Penalties and Civil 
Enforcement, Designation of Enforcement Personnel, Re-
peal of Inconsistent Provisions, Severability, and Effective 
Date.  

The ordinance was updated to include a section on pur-
pose, refine and clarify definitions to be consistent with 
new text, remove section on illegal dumping, clarify types 
of open burning and applicant requirements to obtain a per-
mit in the open burning and incineration section, update 
penalty amounts and add waiver fees, and clarify persons 
that may be designated as enforcement personnel. 

The full text of the Ordinance may be examined at the 
North Hero Town Clerk Office, during regular office hours, 
located at 6441 US Route 2 or on the Town website: www.
northherovt.com.  

Title 24 V.S.A. § 1973 grants citizens the right to pe-
tition for a vote at a special or annual Town Meeting to 
disapprove the ordinance adopted by the Selectboard. To 
exercise this right, citizens must present to the Selectboard 
or the Town Clerk a petition for a vote on the question of 
disapproving the amendments signed by not less than five 
percent (5%) of the Town’s qualified voters. The petition 
must be presented within forty-four (44) days following 
the date of the adoption. Unless a petition requesting a vote 
is filed pursuant to 24 V.S.A. § 1973, the adopted Ordi-
nance Prohibiting the Disposal of Solid Waste Through 
Open Burning and Incineration shall become effective six-
ty (60) days from the date of said adoption.

Additional information pertaining to this Ordinance 
may be obtained by contacting Butch Dupont, North He-
ro’s Forest Fire Warden at PO Box 38, North Hero, VT 
05474, or by calling 802-372-6926 ext. 7 during regular 
office hours. 

TOWN OF NORTH HERO
Development Review Board

A public hearing will be held at the North Hero Town 
Office and via ZOOM on Thursday, April 13, 2023, at 7:00 
P.M. to consider the following:

Application: 2023-18DRB
Request: Conditional Uses
Owner: Celtics 6 Real Estate Holdings, LLC
Applicant: Celtics 17 Hospitality, LLC
Location: 89 and 237 Shore Acres Drive
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87050912315 
Passcode 201037
The above notices may not contain previously recessed 

or preliminary hearings and may be subject to change.  For 
further information, any interested party may contact the 
North Hero town office.  Any person wishing “party status” 
or wish to appeal a decision must attend and participate in 
the hearing.

Request for Bids
Roof Replacement

Grand Isle Supervisory Union
The Grand Isle Supervisory Union on behalf of the 

South Hero School District requests proposals for the re-
placement of the rubber roof on the Folsom Education 
& Community Center.  A site visit is scheduled for April 
28, 2023 at 1:00 p.m. Proposals are due at the GISU of-
fice by 3pm on May 12, 2023 at 224 U.S Route 2, Grand 
Isle, VT 05458. For bid specifications or more information 
please contact Matt Brouillette, Facilities Director at 802-
372-5170, email: mbrouillette@gisu.org.  The South Hero 
School Board reserves the right to accept or reject any or 
all proposals received.

PUBLIC HEARING
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO 

TOWN OF NORTH HERO
DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS

Scheduled for Monday, April 17th, at 6:30 p.m., 
at the North Hero Town Office Meeting Room

Zoom Option: Phone 1-929-205-6099 
Meeting ID 539 515 376 Password 330605

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/539515376?pwd=K0ovYng0Tl
gvQnVFdDNhWWkwRk1aZz09

Notice is hereby given to the residents of the Town 
of North Hero that the Selectboard will hold a hearing on 
Monday, April 17th at 6:30pm at the North Hero Town Of-
fice Meeting Room to receive public comment on the pro-
posed amendments to the North Hero Development Regu-
lations, pursuant to Chapter 117 of Title 24, Section 4384 
and 4441, Vermont Statutes Annotated.  

Purpose: The amendments are intended to make clari-
fications, eliminate ambiguity, simplify, eliminate conflicts 
between state and local regulations, respond to North Hero 
resident concerns, and receive input from our Zoning Ad-
ministrator and Development Review Board regarding is-
sues with current regulations.

Geographic Area Involved: This amendment affects 
the entire area of North Hero Town.

Table of Contents: Application of Regulations, Fees, 
Zoning Permits Issued by the Zoning Administrator, Com-
plaints to the Zoning Administrator (New section), Estab-
lishment of Zoning Districts, Certificate of Occupancy 
and Certificate of Compliance, Abandonment, Land Uses, 
Density, Setback and Other Dimensional Standards, Front-
age, Setbacks, Conditional Use Review, Planned Unit De-
velopment, Subdivisions, Parking Areas/Lots (Off Road 
Parking), Shoreline Protection (Deleted), Storage of Sea-
sonal Vehicles and Equipment, Stormwater Management 
and Erosion Control, Wastewater Systems and Potable 
Water Supply, Handicapped Access, Accessory Dwelling 
Units, Agricultural Housing (Deleted), Earth Resource Ex-
traction, Family Child Care Facility, Lake Access Struc-
tures (Deleted), Shoreline Stabilization Measures, Small 
Off Grid Energy Systems, RV and Travel Trailers, Wireless 
Telecommunication Facilities, Nonconforming Lots, Gen-
eral Definitions

Complete copies of the proposed revisions to the De-
velopment Regulations are available at the Town Office or 
at www.northherovt.com.

PUBLIC WARNING OF 
DEVELOPMENT HEARING(S)

The Milton Development Review Board will conduct 
a hearing on the following applications at their meeting on 
April 13, 2023 at 6:00 PM in the Community Room at 43 
Bombardier Road, Milton or via Zoom:  

Sizzling Sausage LLC c/o Jeff Jimmo, owner and ap-
plicant, is requesting Final Plan approval for a proposed 
2-lot subdivision located at 13 Sweeney Farm Rd, de-
scribed as Parcel #203054-000000, SPAN 396-123-10541. 
The project proposes that the new lot created will be served 
by a private driveway, and on-site septic and well. The sub-
ject property is recorded as having 63.63 acres and is locat-
ed within the Medium Density (R3) zoning district, and the 
Catamount Planning Area.

A meeting link will be included with the meeting Agen-
da. Interested members of the public are encouraged to at-
tend the hearing. Participation in the local proceeding is 
a prerequisite to the right to take any subsequent appeal. 
To determine if you may qualify as an interested person, 
please contact the number below. Plans of the proposed 
project and staff notes are available from the Department 
of Planning & Zoning, 43 Bombardier Road, Milton, Ver-
mont during regular business hours and posted online at 
least two days prior to the meeting at http://www.miltonvt.
gov/AgendaCenter/Development-Review-Board.  Please 
note that these materials will NOT be handed out to the 
public at the meeting. Please contact (802) 893-1186 if you 
have any questions or comments. 

TOWN OF ISLE LA MOTTE
Invitation to Bid

The Town of Isle La Motte is currently accepting bids 
for a three (3) year contract 2023 – 2025 for mowing and 
trimming the following town properties. Trimming in-
cludes: trimming around all objects on all properties. Please 
provide bids for each property and one bid to include all 5. 

The Isle La Motte Elementary School/Town Office
Rec. Park / Salt Shed Area
Old Town office
Monument area at the bridge.
Monument on Shrine Rd.
Bids must be sealed and received at the Town Office lo-

cated at School St. Ext.  Isle La Motte, Vt. 05463 or mailed 
to P.O. Box 250 Isle La Motte, Vt. 05463 by 4:00 p.m. on 
April 19, 2023. Bids will be opened at the Select Board 
Meeting on April 19, 2023 at 6:00 p.m.  Proof of insurance 
must accompany the bid. Please write Attn: Lawn Mowing 
Bids on the front of the envelope. Any questions regarding 
this bid please contact the Town Office at 1-802-928-3434. 

The Town of Isle La Motte reserves the right to accept 
or reject all bids.

TOWN OF ISLE LA MOTTE
Invitation to Bid

The Town of Isle La Motte will be accepting bids for 
a 3-year roadside mowing contract for 2023 - 2025 for all 
Class 2 and Class 3 roadsides. Two mowing’s per year the 
first mowing in 2023- 2025 to be completed by July 1st. All 
other roadside mowing completion dates will be specified 
by the Select board with the contractor being notified two 
weeks prior to the required completion date.

Bids must be sealed and received at the Town Office lo-
cated at School St. Ext. Isle La Motte, Vt. 05463 or mailed 
to P.O. Box 250 Isle La Motte, Vt. 05463 by 4:00 p.m. on 
April 19, 2023. Bids will be opened at the Select Board 
Meeting on April 19, 2023 at 6:00 p.m. Proof of insur-
ance must accompany the bid. Please write Attn: Roadside 
Mowing Bids on the front of the envelope. Any questions 
regarding this bid please contact the Town Office at 1-802-
928-3434.

The Town of isle La Motte reserves the right to accept 
or reject all bids.
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MARCH 17 - 23
Between Friday, 

March 17 and Thurs-
day, March 23, the Mil-
ton Police Department 
arrested 4 people. Offi-
cers also issued 8 traf-
fic tickets and 23 warn-
ings.

Friday, 
March 17

8:54 a.m.  US Route 
7 S, Assist - Fire Depart-
ment

Cpl. Grenier re-
sponded to a business 
on US RT 7 for an active 
fire alarm, specifically 
a sprinkler fault. It was 
later determined work 
being done by the Wa-
ter Department nearby 
likely caused the alarm 
to activate. Milton Fire 
responded and ulti-
mately re-set the fire 
panel.

9:32 p.m.  Deer Run, 
Trespass

Ofc. Schiavo was dis-
patched to a residence 
on Deer Run Road for 
the report of an indi-
vidual trespassing. The 
subject was identified 
and it was learned they 
had an active arrest 
warrant. The subject 
was taken into custody 
for the warrant and will 
appear in court.

Saturday, 
March 18

3:18 p.m. Milton Falls 
Ct, Animal Problem

Cpl. Grenier re-
sponded to the area of 
Milton Falls Court with 
the report of a dog-bite 
incident. Cpl. Grenier 
spoke with the caller 
and the dog owner and 
the incident was docu-
mented. 

12:00 p.m.  East Rd / 
Hardscrabble Rd, Traf-
fic Hazard

While on patrol, Ofc. 
Palermo heard a ve-
hicle strike an object 
in the roadway. Ofc. 
Palermo found and re-
moved a metal rod that 
was in the roadway. 

 Sunday, 
March 19

7:28 a.m. Riparian 

MILTON 
POLICE 

LOG
Way, Medical

Ofc. Palermo re-
sponded to a resi-
dence on Riparian 
Way for a resident 
having a medical 
incident. Ofc. Pal-
ermo assisted res-
cue with preparing 
the resident for 
transport for fur-
ther medical care.

2:02 p.m.  Ra-
cine Rd/Forbes Rd, 
Accident - Proper-
ty Damage

Ofc. Palermo 
responded to the 
area of Racine and 
Forbes Road for a 
two car motor ve-
hicle accident. 
Neither operator 
was injured in the 
accident. One ve-
hicle was towed 
from the accident 
after sustaining 
damages. 

Monday, 
March 20

9:00 a.m. US 
Route 7 S, Accident 
- Property Damage

Ofc. Jones was 
dispatched to a 
two car motor ve-
hicle accident on 
US RT 7 S. No in-
juries were sus-
tained during the 
accident and the 
vehicles showed 
minor damages.

11:03 p.m.  US 
RT 2 / Bear Trap 
Rd, Found/Lost 
Property

While on Pa-
trol, Cpl. Coulombe 
located a license 
plate on the shoul-
der of the road. 
Upon identify-
ing the owner of 
the plate, it was 
learned the driv-
er was in a motor 
vehicle accident 
and their vehicle 
was determined 
to have total-
ing damage. The 
plates were sent 
back to the De-
partment of Motor 
Vehicles.

Tuesday, 
March 21

10:02 p.m. US RT 7 / 
Gonyeau Rd, Motor Ve-
hicle Complaint

While on patrol, Cpl. 
Coulombe was ap-
proached by a resident 
who advised a tractor 
trailer unit was stopped 
in the roadway on US 
RT7. Cpl. Coulombe re-
sponded to the area 
and met with the truck’s 
driver who advised the 
truck would not start 
and a tow was already 
en route to move the 
unit. 

10:12 p.m. Owen Ct, 
Intoxication

Ofc. Flynn, Cpl. Cou-
lombe and Ofc. Carlson 
responded to a resi-
dence on Owen court 
with the report of a dis-
turbance. Upon arrival 
the caller advised their 
fellow resident was in-
toxicated and acting 
belligerent, but had just 
left on foot. The subject 
returned to the resi-
dence and advised they 
were going to bed. Re-
sources and information 
were provided to the 
caller who was advised 
to reach out with any 
further issue. No further 
calls were received.

Wednesday, 
March 22

7:23 a.m.   Catamount 
Dr,  Assist - Fire Depart-
ment

Ofc. Bosworth was 
dispatched to a busi-
ness on Catamount 
Drive for a fire alarm 
activation. On scene 

Ofc. Bosworth met 
with employees 
outside who ad-
vised maintenance 
workers acciden-
tally activated 
a sprinkler head 
which activated 
the alarm. Ofc. Bo-
sworth remained 
on scene until to 
arrival of Milton 
Fire who took over 
the incident.

6:46 p.m. Stacy 
St, Animal Problem

Sgt. Philbrook 
spoke with a res-
ident on Stacy 
Street who report-
ed finding a dog 
in the woods that 
appeared to be 
stuck. Milton’s Ani-
mal Control Officer 
responded to the 
area and was able 
to free the dog 
who had fallen 
into deep debris 
and had gotten 
stuck. The dog ap-
peared uninjured 
and was returned 
to its owners.

Thursday, 
March 23

4:25 p.m.  West-
ford Rd, Alarm

Ofc. Schiavo 
was dispatched 
to a business on 
Westford Road 
with the report of 
an active alarm. 
Upon arrival the 
area and building 
was searched and 
found to be se-
cure.

Health Council grant 
requests due July 15

By Judy Ayers
GRAND ISLE - The Grand Isle Health Council is 

considering requests for grants for the year 2024. Re-
quests should be submitted by July 15 to Grand Isle 
Health Council, c/o Leslie Ward, 121 East Shore Road 
North, Grand Isle, VT 05458. 

The Council seeks to help non-profit organiza-
tions with specific programs or purchases that make 
a positive impact on health throughout Grand Isle 
County. As an example, in previous years the Council 
has awarded grants to emergency response agencies 
in Grand Isle County, to volunteer agencies that pro-
vide resources and talents to the residents of Grand 
Isle County, to agencies whose programs provide ser-
vices to children and families, and to programs that 
seek to provide guidance and education in healthy 
lifestyles.

A request for a Grant should describe in detail the 
program or purchase and its purpose. It should in-
clude recognition that awarded grants are subject to 
review and report in order to determine that awards 
are used for the purpose requested. A request should 
also include a copy of your 501[c][3] designation and 
a promise to return the award if is not used or if it is 
not able to be used for the purchase intended. 

The Council is comprised of directors from each 
county town. We welcome inquiries regarding grants 
and participation on the Council. For information call 
Leslie Ward at 802-372-5753 or Judy Ayers at 802-
372-8404.

ANNUAL FISH FRY
Friday, March 31 • 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

(or while supplies last)
MENU: Fried fish, macaroni & cheese, 

french fries, coleslaw, rolls, beverage and 
desert.

COST: Adults $15, Children 5-12 $9, All 
take-outs $15. 

LOCATION: Sacred Heart Parish Center, 
8 Hall St., Chazy, NY
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-FOR SALE-
---------------------------------

Reconditioned sewing machines. Many at $35. 
Also sewing machine service. 802-372-4497   
BTFN

---------------------------------

-SERVICES-
---------------------------------

WELDING: Aluminum - Stainless & Steel. 
Custom railing, ramps, decks. Fuel tanks, 
holding tanks. One off hot rods & chassis. Boat 
propeller & skeg repair. Jesberger Welding & 
Fabrication. 802-324-6954      4/19

---------------------------------
FINNISH TOUCH CARPENTRY - Remodeling, 
renovations and more. Fully insured. Over 40 
years experience with knowledge. Call 802-
233-2639     BTFN

---------------------------------

---------------------------------
Expert Tree Services: Tree removal, tree prun-
ing, fruit tree and hedge pruning. Stump grind-
ing. New trees and hedges planted. Heartwood 
Landscape and Tree Services LLC. 802-893-
7371 maxheartwd@myfairpoint.net      4/19

---------------------------------
E.C. ELECTRIC - 30 years experience. Licensed 
and insured. 802-796-4610     4/26

---------------------------------

---------------------------------
TURNBAUGH ROOFING- Slate, shingle, metal, 
rubber. Painting all flashings & metal roofs. 
Chimney repair. Free Estimates. Insured. 802-
238-2994 John    BTFN

---------------------------------
LANDRY CARPENTRY - Islands local trusted 
contractor. Call 802-734-9612.    
BTFN

---------------------------------
ISLAND SEWING: All aspects of sewing. Alter-
ations, mending, formal wear. Specializing in 
bridal gowns. 30+ years experience. Call 802-
598-8513     BTFN

---------------------------------
TURNBAUGH CONSTRUCTION LLC. - Roofing 
specialists, scheduling roofing. Project for 
Spring and Summer. Installing: standing seem 
metal roofs, ribbed metal roofs, shingle roofs, 
slates roofs, rubber roofs, commercial and 
residentials EPDM & TPO, restoring metal barn 
roofs, metal roofs coatings. Fully insured. 802-
233-7031, turnbaughconstruction@gmail.com  
5/24

---------------------------------

-WANTED-
---------------------------------

Alburgh: Share a modest home w/ lake views 
with senior woman who enjoys cribbage, 
crocheting, & humor. Seeking a kind female 
housemate to cook 2-3x/week, help w/ light 
cleaning & errands. No rent; minimal util. share. 
No pets. (802) 863-5625 HomeShareVermont.
org for application. Interview, refs, bg check 
req. EHO

---------------------------------

LARGE enough to 
store your car or 

small boat!
Small enough to 

clear your clutter!

Route 2, 
Alburgh VT

Call today for 
sizes & info!

rrs TM

-EMPLOYMENT-
---------------------------------

HIRING PAINTER / PREP PERSON  - Painter 
wanted for North Hero Area. Full time perma-
nent position or temporary.  $20.00 to start. 
Please call 802-370-9046      4/5

---------------------------------
The Town of North Hero is accepting applica-
tions for a full-time Public Works Assistant. 
The job duties include construction labor, 
truck driving, lawn mowing and ground main-
tenance, and facility cleaning. A high school 
diploma or equivalent, a valid driver’s license, 
and a reliable phone are required. The job con-
sists of strenuous physical labor and is on call 
during the winter months with the potential for 
long hours while supporting snow plowing/re-
moval. Pay Scale of $17.00 to $20.00 per hour 
with excellent benefits after a six month pro-
bation period. A complete job description and 
application are available at www.northherovt.
com. Submit applications by April 14th to the 
North Hero Town Office at cjulow@northherovt.
com or PO Box 38, North Hero, VT 05474. 
North Hero is an equal opportunity employer. 
4/12

---------------------------------
Experienced Cook Needed for Shrine on Lake 
Champlain - Saint Anne’s Shrine in Isle La 
Motte, Vermont is seeking a creative individual 
to prepare meals for retreat groups of vary-
ing sizes with an average of 30-40 guests, as 
well as a few special events per year. Situat-
ed on Lake Champlain, Saint Anne’s Shrine is 
an historic Vermont landmark with a retreat 
center and café.   The café is open Sundays 
and Wednesdays to the public during the sum-
mer pilgrimage season and for retreat guests 
year-round. Compensation is competitive and 
includes health and dental insurance, 403b re-
tirement plan, life insurance and paid time off. 
Visit us at  http://www.saintannesshrine  Con-
tact Sandy at 802-928-3362 or skinney@sse.
org for more information or an application.

---------------------------------
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Have
 a great 
week!

-AUCTION-
---------------------------------

Grand Isle 
Sheriff’s Dept. log. 

March 20 - 23

Mon., March 20
ALBURGH
Agency Assist
Citizen Assist
Juvenile Problem
Suspicious
GRAND ISLE
Citizen Assist (2)
SOUTH HERO
Citizen Assist
Motor Vehicle Com-
plaint
Welfare Check 

Tues., March 21
ALBURGH
Agency Assist
Citizen Assist
Family Fight
GRAND ISLE
Agency Assist
Citizen Assist
NORTH HERO
Citizen Assist
SOUTH HERO
Agency Assist 

Wed., March 22
ALBURGH
Citizen Dispute 
GRAND ISLE
Agency Assist
Citizen Assist

Thurs., March 23
ALBURGH
Agency Assist (3)
Citizen Dispute
Violation of Condi-
tions of Release
SOUTH HERO
Citizen Assist
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A daily look at life in the Champlain Islands featuring exclusive photos by Swanson and 
available on The Islander’s facebook page, www.facebook.com/lakechamplainislander, 

Instagram @theislandernewsvt and twitter @TheIslanderNews

SOLAR POWER
A bright sun rises behind one of the Georgia Mountain Community Wind farm 

turbines at the start of the day Wednesday.

SIGN OF SPRING
It’s definitely a sure sign of spring when you see sap buckets hanging from maples 

like these in Grand Isle Monday.

ICE SLEDDING
Karl H. “Chip” Kruger, Jr. of South Hero wears spikes on his boots as he kicks 
his sled along the ice near the shoreline of the Sandbar State Park in Milton 

Saturday. 
Chip is an avid ice enthusiast who can often be found skating on Lake Champlain 
ice around the islands. He knows all about the lake due to his 35 years as a Lake 
Champlain Transportation ferry boat captain who made countless crossings at 

the helm of more than a dozen different ferries over the decades.

SUN RUN
A white-tailed doe was backlit by the setting sun in South Hero a 

couple evenings ago.

CLUSTER OF CANADAS
Canada geese cluster up as they migrate north over the Islands earlier this week.

GOOD MORNING MONDAY 
A foursome of Canadas migrate north as the rising sun clears the eastern horizon 

shortly before 7 a.m. Monday morning.
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MONITORING SPRING STEELHEAD 
     Fisheries Specialists Dave Gibson of Milton and Dan Delucia of Jericho 
monitor spring steelhead returns at the Hatchery Brook trap at the Ed Weed 
Fish Culture Station in Grand Isle Monday. Dan, wearing yellow waders, netted a 
couple steelhead out of the trap and Dave tagged and weighed them and scraped 
and saved a few scales from each fish before releasing them. He explained that 
fish scales can indicate age and other factors and by tagging and weighing the 
steelhead, if they’re caught around Lake Champlain other biologists can check the 

tag, examine the data and determine fish health and movements.

A cedar waxwing in Grand Isle.

Canada geese continue to migrate north over Grand Isle County.

Wood ducks launching in South Hero.

The waxing crescent moon Friday night.

The rising sun Saturday morning put on a celestial show.




