Grand Isle Courthouse
back in full operation

By MIKE DONOGHUE
Islander Staff Writer
NORTH HERO -- The Grand Isle County Courthouse is back open for in-person hearings.
Vermont Superior Court Judge David A. Barra presided over hearings in
the chilly courthouse on both the criminal and civil dockets last Thursday. It
marked the first time in two years that in-person hearings were conducted at
the historic courthouse.
“Good morning, Judge. Nice to see you in 3D,” quipped Grand Isle County
State’s Attorney Doug DiSabito as the morning got under way with a series of
criminal cases.
The two men could only laugh after living in a world of virtual hearings on
flat screens due to the COVID-19 pandemic that forced the closing of many
Vermont courthouses.
Masks were part of the dress code for the day. Plexiglass sneeze guard
shields also were in place in the courtroom, including at the prosecutor and
defense tables.
Several defendants appeared in person for their hearings, but at least one
man scheduled for arraignment for domestic abuse called in. His mother, who
appeared in court, said her son had COVID, and his girlfriend was able to get
him on the phone for the court.
In another case, DiSabito said he was offering the Court Diversion Program
to the defendant after writing a $1,300 check to the victim. Eric Arnzen from
Court Diversion said he would proceed with the case.
A third defendant was hoping the court would dismiss a charge of driving
while his license was suspended because he now had his license back. DiSabito
stood firm and said it was not appropriate. He noted the man had been ticketed twice for driving with a suspended license and this was actually his third
offense in two years.
DiSabito said the man also had failed to appear in court for a hearing so the
state was not inclined to reward him with a dismissal. The defendant needed
to be held accountable, DiSabito said.
Barra denied the motion to dismiss requested by the defense lawyer.
See “COURTHOUSE REOPENING” Page 3
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COURTHOUSE REOPENING

Continued from Page 1
One defendant that called in for her case appeared oblivious to what was going on. The woman, who is charged with stealing from farmstands, interrupted
the judge and spoke
over him repeatedly.
When the woman refused to stop talking,
Judge Barra politely
asked the computer
operator to mute her.
Later when she
was asked to speak,
she continued on long
after the judge asked
her to stop again and
she was muted a secJudge Doug D. Barris presided over in-person
ond time.
The Grand Isle arraignments for the first time in two years. Photo by
Rob Swanson, Islander photojournalist.
courthouse was allowed to re-open for the public because the windows were opened to allow for
the free flow of fresh air. It did make for a somewhat chilly day, Judge Barra noted. The outside temperature was in the mid-50s as the breeze off Lake Champlain
filtered into the building.
This week is likely to be better for participants as
Little Bit
temperatures for Thursday are expected to be above
of verything 80 degrees.
DiSabito did return to his office next door to the
GOOD SELECTION OF
USED FURNITURE!
courthouse to continue to work in late morning and
Table & 4 Chairs.........$99 called in just before lunch for one civil case that endLove Seat................$75
B u r e a u . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 4 0 ed up getting postponed. The opposing lawyer did
Recliner....................$39 not appear at court or on Zoom, but his client did.
Barra ruled they could not proceed and would re-set
ANTIQUE FURNITURE
8 Vantine Ave.,
it when the court schedule would allow.
Alburgh, VT
Barra noted the primary defense lawyer and one
802-796-4027
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assigned to fill in ended up getting stuck in court and could not sign in for Grand
Isle County.
Officials have said as the courts try to pick back up on the pending cases,
scheduling conflicts for some lawyers are expected.
The Vermont Senate Judiciary Committee was told this month the state has
about 15,000 pending cases backed up due courts taking a pause for COVID.
Officials
also
have said there was
no incentive for defendants to resolve
their criminal cases.
There were good
chances by delaying their case that it
could be dismissed
eventually.
Witnesses move, police
change jobs, more
important
cases
take
precedent Back in session. The Grand Isle Courthouse was a bit
and some judges chilly last Thursday as windows were open to offer the
free flow of fresh air. Photo by Rob Swanson,
are looking to clear
Islander photojournalist.
their backlog.
Grand Isle does hope to have jury trials this summer, but they may have to
wait until some heating and ventilating work is completed.
State Sen. Dick Mazza, D-Grand Isle/Colchester, said Tuesday that there is
state budget money earmarked for improvements to courthouse ventilation
systems. He said the state has received bids for work at 3 courthouses, including Grand Isle. The bid received for the Grand Isle portion is higher than the
estimate the Grand
Isle County Assistant Judges got for
the same work.
Mazza said unfortunately
the
state court administrator’s office will
have to stick with
its higher bid.
“The main thing
is getting the courthouse fully operating again,” Mazza
told The Islander.
He said he expects
the legislature to
Doug DiSabito, Grand Isle State’s Attorney was pleased adjourn probably
to be back in the courthouse. Photo by Rob Swanson, by this Thursday.
Islander photojournalist.
In the end, even
the court staff and people attending the hearings appeared happy last week
that another step toward normalcy was happening.
“It feels good to be back in the courtroom,” DiSabito said.

Milton motorcyclist killed in
Sheldon farm crash

By ISLANDER STAFF
SHELDON -- A Milton man was killed when his motorcycle crashed with a
piece of farm equipment that pulled onto Vermont 105 and the farmer is facing a
possible charge of driving while under the influence, state police said.
Rodney Hall, 71, was westbound on a 2019 Harley Davidson on Vermont
105 when Jason Kennison, 38, of Enosburg drove his Puma tractor, which was
towing farm machinery, onto the road about 12:35 p.m. May 6, state police said.
A Franklin County deputy sheriff arrived soon at the scene and reported Hall
was deceased, Trooper Nick Olson said.
Subsequent investigation revealed the tractor appeared to pull into the roadway in front of the motorcycle, Olson said. Kennison was transported to the
state police barracks in St. Albans for suspicion of DUI. Two drug recognition
expert officers were asked to participate in the investigation.
Troopers are working with the Franklin County State’s Attorney’s Office on
possible criminal charges as the investigation is still ongoing. The Vermont State
Police Crash Reconstruction Team also is assisting.
It was one of four serious motorcycle accidents -- including two fatal crashes
-- in less then a week in Franklin County.
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Prompted by legal settlement,
Milton forms recreation facility committee

By MICHAEL FRETT
Islander Staff Writer
MILTON – As a part of a settlement over an appealed zoning decision relating to the town’s new
garage project, Milton has formed a committee to explore developing a new recreational facility in
town.
The five-person committee, created last week by Milton’s selectboard, would be charged with
considering both existing town properties as well as a 10-acre parcel owned by the Brault family as
potential sites for a new facility.
According to Milton’s town manager, Don Turner, the committee’s work toward a new recreation facility would be similar to the process eventually pointing the town toward the Bombardier
Park-adjacent site currently slated for use as a new town garage.
“This is the same process we undertook to get to the public works facility,” Turner said. “I think
it’s very thoughtful and pragmatic.”
The Brault property to be weighed by the committee is a 10-acre chunk of a larger property subdivided with approval from the town’s development review board (DRB) after the family donated a
separate 6.7 acres to the town for the development of a new public works facility.
In exchange for the land donation, according to an agreement approved by Milton’s selectboard
in October last year, the town would consider allowing for a greater amount of development density on two of the subdivided properties owned by the Brault family pending state permitting and
DRB review.
The subdivision had been subsequently appealed by a neighboring property owner, resulting in
the settlement agreement ultimately prompting the creation of a new town committee to explore
potentially considering the Brault property as a site for a new recreational facility.
Turner, in a subsequent interview with The Islander, said the committee’s work would eventually determine the feasibility of either purchasing the Brault property or using other existing town
properties as a potential site for a tentative recreation facility.
According to the memorandum outlining the formation of a new committee, the nascent committee is expected to have a plan identifying what amenities Milton would hope to include in a new
recreation facility and the potential costs for developing and operating a recreation facility.
The committee’s work, according to Turner, would be independent of a similar task force organized under the Milton on the Move initiative to similarly explore developing a multipurpose
recreation and community center in town, one of the community development initiative’s three
leading priorities.
“From the outside, it can seem kind of redundant,” Turner admitted when he spoke with The
Islander.
According to Turner, the new committee, which had been requested by the appellant during
settlement negotiations, would likely be sharing its findings with its Milton on the Move counterpart.
The committee, headed by Milton’s human resources and operations director John Bartlett, is
charged with having a report ready within 60 days of its first meeting.
With the subdivision appeal now settled, Turner told The Islander the recreation facility committee’s work would not affect the timeline for building Milton’s new public works garage on a 6.7-acre
property involved in the appealed subdivision.
When agreeing to create the new committee, members of Milton’s selectboard noted there had
already been “many studies and questionnaires and forums” identifying what Milton residents
would want from a tentative recreational facility.
“There’s a lot of data out there,” the selectboard’s chair, Darren Adams, said. “I would hate for
the other four people to come on there thinking ‘this is our chance to design a facility’ where… the
people have already spoke in general terms as to what they’d want to see.”

THURSDAY, MAY 12
- Deer Hearing at the Vermont Fish and Wildlife Dept., 111 West St, Essex Junction; 6:30
p.m. to 9 p.m.
SATURDAY, MAY 14
- Republican Congressional Candidate Forum at the Milton Grange, 135 River St, Milton; 8:30 a.m. Free and open to the public.
TUESDAY, MAY 17
- The Haudenosaunee Creation Story supported by the Clinton County Historical Association at Lake Forest Senior Retirement
Community, 8 Lake Forest Dr., Plattsburgh;
6:30 p.m. Free & open to the public.
FRIDAY, MAY 20
- Bayview Crossing informational meeting for
potential applicants at the Congregational Church of South Hero Fellowship Hall, 24
South St.; 10 a.m.
----------Free events are printed at no charge.
Please email
islander@vermontislander.com
or call 802-372-5600

CHICKEN & BISCUIT DINNER

Saturday, May 21 • 4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m.
*Take Out Only*
MENU: Chicken and biscuit, glazed
carrots, coleslaw and dessert.
COST: Adults $12, Children $6
LOCATION: St. Rose of Lima Church, 501
US-2, South Hero
RESERVATIONS: Please call or text Val
Hunter at 802-372-7500 for more information or to reserve a meal.
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Louise Lampman Larivee gets
8 months for Abenaki embezzlement

By MIKE DONOGHUE
Islander Staff Writer
BURLINGTON – A former program director at the now-defunct Abenaki Self Help Association Inc.
(ASHAI) in Franklin County has been sentenced to 8 months in prison for embezzling more than a $100,000
from a federal grant given to the tribe.
Louise Lampman Larivee, 63, of Swanton who served as the tribe’s director of the U.S. Department of Labor grant program from March 2013 to May 2017, will be under federal supervision for three years once freed
from prison.
Chief Federal Judge Geoffrey Crawford told Larivee, the mastermind of the scheme, she needs to make
$96,725 in restitution for her part of the fraud.
Co-conspirator Candy L. Thomas, 64, of Swanton is under court-order to make $20,000 in restitution for
her part. Thomas, who had worked for ASHAI as a bookkeeper from about February 2013 to April 2017, admitted her guilt immediately when confronted and is serving three years on federal supervised release.
Thomas, who testified against Larivee, began making restitution before she was sentenced. She is required
to pay at least $200 a month.
In contrast, Assistant U.S. Attorney Gregory L. Waples noted Larivee had not made a single restitution payment since pleading guilty in November partway through her trial in Rutland. She admitted to one of two felony fraud charges on the third day of the trial after the government had only one minor witness left to testify.
Larivee, who pleaded not guilty to the two-count indictment, fought the case for 2½ years before she folded. The government had presented 10 witnesses, several from the tribe, to paint a clear picture of the long-running fraud Larivee executed, records show.
Larivee admitted that between 2013 and continuing until about April 2017 she “knowingly and intentionally embezzled, stole, obtained by fraud and converted money” that was under the control of ASHAI.
The government maintains Larivee, after pleading guilty, posted a Facebook message the next day telling
the niece of one of the most damaging witnesses that her aunt had lied on the witness stand and that was the
only reason she changed her plea.
Waples argued the court should reject Larivee’s recent claim that she get credit for acceptance of responsibility for her criminal conduct due to her guilty plea. Waples said Larivee was not entitled to a lighter sentence
after making the false claim about the witness.
Crawford agreed. He said he could not give Larivee acknowledgement for acceptance of reasonability after
she dishonestly wrote a witness had lied in open court one day earlier.
Even with a recent letter from Larivee admitting she was wrong to send the social media message and to
falsely claim a woman lied at the trial, Crawford said it did not change the harm inflicted.
Crawford agreed to allow Larivee to self-surrender on July 5 at a federal prison, likely in Danbury, Conn.
During the hearing Larivee offered an apology to the tribe, family and friends.
“I am truly, truly sorry from the bottom of my heart,” she said during the nearly two-hour sentencing
hearing.
Larivee noted she is most disappointed because her father, a former tribal chief, in his final days, told her
she needed to take care of Abenaki Nation.
“I feel like I let him down. I feel like I betrayed him,” said Larivee, who asked for no prison time. She said
she was concerned for her daughter’s medial issues and wellbeing.
The federal sentencing guidelines, which are advisory, calculated that a defendant with Larivee’s history
and criminal conviction should be imprisoned somewhere between 21 and 27 months.
Crawford, in imposing the 8-month sentence, said
he had gone into the hearing expecting to impose a
stiffer sentence, but was swayed by two character witnesses presented by defense attorney David V. Kirby
at the hearing. Larivee also had a series of letters submitted by friends, including several from out of state.
Abenaki Chief Richard Menard of Swanton testified that while Larivee had stolen from the Tribe, he
thought that she had done considerable service that
had gone unrewarded. He also said she was a big help
when he found himself taking over as Chief in October 2019 when his predecessor walked out. Larivee
knew the tribe’s history.
Professor Lisa Brooks of Amherst College, who
grew up in Swanton, said she had known Larivee for
30 years and had worked alongside her on Abenaki issues, including preserving the “Grandma Lampman”
land.
Crawford asked both witnesses during their testimony – and later quizzed Kirby – how they each
reconciled all the civic good they said Larivee had
done through the years in contrast to stealing from a
fund designed to help needy Abenaki tribe members.
The annual federal grant was designed to help provide employment and training activities for Abenaki
members.

Continued on Page 5
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Continued from Page 4

Each year, ASHAI, which received tens of thousands of dollars in grant money from the Department of Labor, functioned as the service arm of the Abenaki
Nation. “The main goal of ASHAI has been increasing the self-sufficiency of the
Native American community by promoting economic and social development
via program efforts in education, employment and economic development,”
court records note.
Crawford also said nobody had been able to tell the court where the money
went.
Kirby had asked the court to consider no prison time and placing Larivee on
probation or home confinement. That would allow her to help take care of her
daughter, who is severely disabled by PTSD, and her three children, Kirby said
in court papers.
Even a short prison sentence would endanger the welfare of the family, Kirby
wrote.
Waples, who has handled many of the significant federal embezzlement cases
in recent years, reminded the judge he has said in past cases that deterrence is
critical for the criminal justice to be successful. He said the only way deterrence
is served is through punishment.
He said Larivee’s good work in the community is an aggravating factor in her
case because she knew all the social and economic challenges the Abenaki tribe
had to deal with and she decided she wanted to steal the money.
While he did not give a specific sentence recommendation in open court,
Waples listed in his sentencing memorandum the sentences imposed in 39 other federal fraud cases. He said the one that came close with the facts was the
$165,000 stolen from Hunger Free Vermont that netted Sally Kirby a 15-month
prison sentence.
Waples said a probation sentence would neither serve the interests of fairness nor consistency. He also noted that Larivee, who just finished paying off a
$40,000 vehicle, has a negative cash flow.
“Paying restitution will not be a meaningful form of punishment in her case
because she has few assets or income streams with which to pay restitution. She
is not likely to be ostracized or estranged from her community in ways that might
be ordinarily expected,” Waples wrote in his sentencing memo.
Waples said the government has become aware that “many members of the
Abenaki community either do not blame Larivee for her unthinkable breach of
trust or are prepared to forgive her transgressions. Larivee’s defiant protestation
of innocence, even after admitting her guilt in open court, suggests the stigma of
shame has not sunk deeply under her skin,” he said.
“Larivee should be punished in some way that will be meaningful to her and
viable to the public at large,” Waples said.
The prosecution and defense had sparred at the start of the hearing over the
actual loss to the Abenaki nation. The U.S. Probation Office had pegged the loss
at $156,000, including $22,276 in falsely inflated mileage reimbursement claims,
court records show.
The defense objected to Waples assertions about false mileage claims. Crawford said he gave more credit to arguments by Waples because Larivee had destroyed files and records that might provide the actual amounts.
There also was some question about a $5 an hour raise that Larivee received,
but there were questions about whether it had been authorized by all the proper
parties.
Crawford also expressed doubts about claims by the defense that when money was taken from the bank account that it was used to pay bills, including water
and power. The judge questioned why checks would not be written and instead
Larivee would stop by and pay in cash or seek money orders to pay Abenaki bills.
There were disputes about the actual number of hours Larivee claimed. A
federal investigator wrote Larivee had claimed as many as 80 hours a week for
certain time periods. The director that served from about 2011 to January 2013
before Larivee took over said it was impossible.
“There is no way that job would include that many hours,” she said. “There
were days it was deader than dead because people were not coming in,” she told
an investigator.
The Swanton-based tribe continued to employ Larivee after her indictment
with a similar job with Maquam Bay of Missisquoi. Larivee lost that job in
March 2020 after the U.S. Department of Labor pulled the federal grant, Menard
has said.
Abenaki is considered one of the most prominent early Indian tribes in Vermont.
There are more than 3,600 members in the Missisquoi Abenaki Tribe, according to Menard. The Abenaki Nation of Missisquoi is believed to be the longest
continuous kinship-related Abenaki tribal community in existence in the United
States.

The art of fingerpainting

By Susan Davis, Island Arts
SOUTH HERO - Island Arts is pleased to announce the reopening of its
gallery at the Community Bank. This month’s featured artist is surrealist
painter Beth Starger who specializes in a myriad of different
mediums. This exhibit features
her work in acrylics.
Growing up, Beth lived just
about all over the world and
notes that that has deeply influenced her art. She uses art
as a door between emotion and
expression and loves to guide
children in ways that they can
unlock their own passion using
all the languages of expression,
which might include singing,
dancing or drawing. “The possibilities are endless,” she says.
She also paints primarily with
her fingers!
A graduate of Hampshire
College with degrees in JournalBeth Starger with her shell painting.
ism and Photography, Beth lives
Photo courtesy of Island Arts.
in Burlington with her husband
and two daughters. She is a science and art teacher at Chabad of Burlington
in the early elementary school.
The Island Arts Gallery at the Community Bank is open to the public
during normal banking hours, Monday through Thursday from 9 a.m.to 4
p.m. and Friday from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Location: 301 Route 2
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Highgate man charged with murder and
attempted murder

By MIKE DONOGHUE
Islander Staff Writer
HIGHGATE -- Joshua M. LaFromboise, 29, of Highgate has been arrested on charges of second-degree
murder and attempted second-degree murder in connection with a drug-related car chase and fatal shooting in Franklin County.
Logan Pratt, 33, of
Swanton died from a
gunshot wound to the
head at the University of Vermont Medical
Center in Burlington on
Sunday, one day after
the wild car chase and
shooting, state police
said.
LaFromboise
was
jailed without bail at the
Northwest State Correctional Facility on Sunday
night and appeared in
Vermont Superior Court
in St. Albans on Monday. He asked for 24
hours before entering a
plea and was due back
in court on Tuesday as
State Police stand guard outside the LaFromboise residence in Highgate
The Islander went to
Springs on Saturday. Photo by GREGORY LAMOUREUX, COUNTY COURIER
press.

Al-Anon
1-866-972-5266

for friends & families of alcoholics
www.vermontalanonalateen.org
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Pratt and Brittnie Blanchard, 30, of Swanton had been visiting the LaFromboise house at 4757 U.S. 7 in Highgate where the incident began about 5:15
a.m. Saturday, police said.
Detective Sgt. Tom Truex of the Major Crime Squad outlined in a court affidavit details of a possible home invasion and robbery leading up to the shooting.
LaFromboise maintained a man wearing a black ski mask and white hoodie
had tried to rob him, Truex said. He called police about the home invasion at
6:57 a.m., about 90 minutes after he reportedly shot Pratt, Truex wrote.
LaFromboise reportedly fired gunshots during a subsequent 20-mile car
chase through parts of Highgate, Swanton, back to Highgate and ending in St.
Albans, Truex said. Blanchard eventually spotted a pair of Franklin County deputy sheriffs at Vermont 207 and Paquette Drive near the St. Albans/Swanton
town line.
Blanchard waved down the deputies and stopped her car near Handy’s Toyota. The deputy sheriffs provided immediate first aid to Pratt, who was subsequently taken by ambulance to the hospital.
Court records note the Burlington hospital told a detective that Pratt had
died at 2:37 p.m. Sunday, but state police never informed the public until almost nine hours later when issuing a news release at 11:20 p.m. Sunday.
The back window of a silver 2017 Volkswagen Passat with Vermont license
plates driven by Blanchard was shattered while Pratt was in the front passenger
seat and he was wounded, police said.
LaFromboise, who pursued them in a black 2012 Subaru Legacy with Vermont plates, fled the scene, police said.
Witness statements and evidence gathered by investigators indicated that
about four miles south of the residence on U.S. 7, LaFromboise fired multiple
rounds from a handgun at the Passat, striking the vehicle and Pratt, police said.
The car went off the road and into a cornfield where part of the front bumper
came off, police said. Blanchard returned the car to the road and continued
driving, with LaFromboise still pursuing the Passat, police said.
The vehicle chase went along U.S. 7, Vermont 78, Canada Street, Grand Avenue, and Highgate Road (also known as Vermont 207).
Truex said LaFromboise reportedly said he was a drug user and had some
drugs and money, but not enough to steal. He did claim a money box with an
estimated $400 to $800 was missing and that the box was empty when later
found, police said.
Investigators would like to speak with anyone who might have witnessed any
portion of the vehicle pursuit in Franklin County or who saw the cars involved
at any point. People with information should call state police in St. Albans (802)
524-5993, or submit a tip anonymously online at http://vsp.vermont.gov/
tipsubmit

Inaugural Inclusion Festival ‘success,’
headlines bustling Milton weekend

By MICHAEL FRETT
Islander Staff Writer
MILTON – This weekend was bustling in Milton as residents and visitors turned out for everything from
an inaugural Inclusion Festival to a special anniversary at a local artists’ gallery and the return of several
community events sidelined last year by COVID-19.
Beginning with both the traditional Green Up Day clean-ups and the return of the Milton Little League,
Saturday in Milton also saw the town’s first Inclusion Festival, a celebration stemming from the Milton on the
Move initiative bringing as many as 400 visitors to Bombardier Park.
According to Milton’s town manager Don
Turner, the event had been a “great start” for
an event officials hope to make a regular occurrence in the Chittenden County town.
“From my perspective, this was very,
very, very successful,” Turner told The Islander on Monday. “Everybody I talked with
seemed very excited… and it was great to see
the kids up there playing taiko.”
Turner referred to taiko drums, a style
of traditional Japanese drums. A Burlington-based troupe of taiko drummers performed during the town’s inaugural Inclusion
Festival and welcomed others onto the BomThe theme of the weekend was “Belonging in Milton” as
bardier Park bandstand to try out the tradiMilton celebrated the town’s inaugural Inclusion Festival on
tional drums they brought from Burlington.
Saturday. Courtesy of Don Turner, Town of Milton.
The Jeh Kulu Dance and Drum Theater,
a Burlington-based group specializing in West African music, also performed, as did Colchester’s Up North
Dance Studio. Transgenderland, a digital art exhibit celebrating transgender and gender expansive artwork
was also featured.
The event also incorporated artists displays and food trucks featuring foods from Morocco, El Salvador
and Nepal, according to news release from several Milton organizations.
Turner said the organizers for the event, which included local volunteers as well as the Milton on the Move
initiative and the town’s school district, would be “debriefing” later this week and discussing what the Inclusion Festival’s return might look like.
The town manager was, however, confident the event would return.
“I think it’ll be an annual event,” Turner said.
Milton Artists’ Guild celebrates fifth anniversary, diversity
The Milton Artists’ Guild, which had scheduled an event celebrating its Milton gallery’s fifth anniversary for the same weekend, incorporated themes from
Milton’s Inclusion Festival into its celebration.
Caitlyn Kenney, the guild’s
director,
told
The
Islander
the guild looked
to more prominently feature
artists of color
and LGBTQ+
membership
during
the
event,
something the guild is
planning to continue through
the rest of the Ober Lopez Mazariegos, who works under the name OLM
month and bring Leatherworks, demonstrates his leatherworking craft
forward into the outside of the Milton Artists’ Guild’s gallery during the
gallery’s 5th anniversary event. Courtesy of Sharon Radtke,
summer.
Milton Artists’ Guild.
Kenney said
the guild would
be hosting Asian-American artist Misoo Bang for an upcoming artist talk and
prominently displaying Canto Cutie, an arts and literature zine centered Cantonese artists and founded by Katherine Leung, a Milton artist and member of the
guild’s board of directors.
The arts organization was also working on plans for Pride Month.
While the guild was already considering ways to more intentionally celebrate
diversity among its artists, Kenney said the Inclusion Festival helped bring those
conversations to the forefront in the guild, telling The Islander the festival was
“definitely an impetus” for the guild’s planning.
More generally, the guild’s weekend event, marked by artist demonstrations
and live music from several Vermont musicians, was a success, according to the

artists’ guild’s director.
There were even donated cupcakes, courtesy of
the local Hannaford.
“It was packed in town, so we definitely had a lot
of folks stopping by,” Kenney said. “I think folks are
feeling like getting out and I think there’s a lot of interest in getting back into the community.”
Steady traffic for a returning craft fair
At the Milton grange, visitors were welcomed to
visit an array of 18 local craftspeople and vendors
as the Milton Family Community Center’s annual
Mother’s Day Craft Fair returned following a years’
long COVID-19-induced hiatus.
According to Brenda Tourangeau, the event’s
organizer, while traffic at the fair was “steady,” it
seemed to lag behind the fair’s typical turnout preceding the COVID-19 pandemic.
Despite a comparatively low turnout, however, the
event managed to raise more than $800 for the Milton
Family Community Center’s Keep on Rolling Fund,
which provides financial support for local families
struggling to afford gasoline and car maintenance.
“Thank you to all who came out to support the
vendors and buy raffle tickets for this cause,” Tourangeau wrote in a statement shared with The Islander.
The fund, according to the community center’s
director, Sophia Donforth, is especially important as
the prices of gas and car maintenance rise, presenting
a potentially steep barrier for struggling families in a
relatively rural area where cars are seen as necessary
for travel.
The Milton Family Community Center, according
to Donforth, is still accepting donations for the transportation fund.
“Your neighbors will appreciate it!” Donforth
wrote to The Islander.
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Grand Isle seeking bids
for audit of town books

By MIKE DONOGHUE
Islander Staff Writer
GRAND ISLE -- The town of Grand Isle has begun soliciting requests for financial audits of the municipal
books for up to the next 5 years.
Chairman Adam White said during the special Selectboard meeting last Thursday that the town had gone
without bids for about five years.
The Selectboard agreed 5-0 to accepted sealed bids until 4 p.m. May 23. The board would discuss the
bids at a June 6 meeting.
Grand Isle has been using R.H.R. Smith & Co. of Buxton, Maine since 2016.
But the town is in the midst of having an independent accounting firm, Batchelder Associates of Barre
and Keene, N.H. to review the audits for 2018, 2019 and 2020. The review came after a major petition drive
by community members.
White said new Selectboard member Josie Leavitt has been working with the Vermont League of Cities
and Towns on what Grand Isle needs to do to seek proper requests.
The board plans to try to spread the word to as many accounting firms that do annual municipal audits
as possible. White urged Leavitt to work with Selectboard member Jeff Parizo because of his previous work
on seeking experienced firms.
White said in general, it is good practice to go out for auditing services every 3 to 5 years.
White proposed a one-year term with the chance to renew for up to each of the following 4 years.
The first year would cover the books for the fiscal year ending this June 30.
The town, which has a population of about 2,086, has an annual budget of $1,002,026. It includes
$455,302 in salaries for three fulltime and 19 part-time or seasonal employees, according to the request for
bids.
Ron Smith, the managing partner of the current auditing firm, had said he had a recent conversation with
Town Treasurer Melissa Boutin. He said one question raised was if the Grand Isle Selectboard had authorization for spending money to have the independent review of the audits by his firm for the three recent years.
Smith, who traveled to Vermont for a Selectboard meeting May 2, said he could not find any provision
in the law for the review without a vote of the townspeople. He said he shared his research with Boutin.
Parizo explained Grand Isle has a legal opinion from the longtime town attorney that said the Selectboard
could seek a review of the audits without the townwide vote.
Parizo acknowledged that he, White and Selectboard member Eric Godin -- three members still on the
board from before Town Meeting -- had forgot to include a line item in the budget. He said extra town funds
could be used for the review audits or the board could agree to use federal COVID money.
The Selectboard has been under pressure from taxpayers for more than a year to take a tighter control of
town finances. More than 150 people signed a petition in April 2021 asking for a forensic audit.
The petitioners also said they were concerned the
Selectboard had never received the state-mandated
quarterly financial reports from the town treasurer
for several years.
Nobody has made any claims of criminal misconduct. Boutin, who is elected, has said little during
various meetings over the past years, but has said
she will try to answer any questions and that the
town books remain available for public inspection.
Boutin has begun to provide the quarterly financial reports required by the state.
In other recent action the Selectboard voted 5-0
to hire Jessica Mesick to
serve as the scribe for
the board meetings for
the year.
She will be paid
$5,000 a year for doing
the meeting minutes
normally within 5 days
and to post them on the
town website. She also
is expected to post the
agendas in public places
and with The Islander to
comply with the law.
The Selectboard also
did approve the final
wording for a letter that
will be sent to Grand Isle
residents about the upcoming town-wide vote
seeking ratification of
Island Industrial Park, 4 Island Circle
the Town Meeting Day
Grand Isle, Vermont
Hours: 8:00-4:30 Mon.-Thurs. 8:00-3:30 Fri.
election in March.
info@islandexcavatingcorp.com www.islandexcavatingcorp.com
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Under state law the Selectboard is not allowed to
advocate for a position during an election, but the
letter is designed to outline why the re-vote is required for review of the elections and special ballot
items.
The ratification vote is set for 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on
Tuesday, May 17 at the Grand Isle Town Offices on
Hyde Road.
The letter is designed to explain the three known
errors that put the town vote in jeopardy. They are:
-- Grand Isle, which does not elect auditors, failed
to notify voters about the availability of the hired accountants report printed in the annual town report
at least 30 days before Town Meeting Day on March
1.
Grand Isle provided voters only about 10 days advance notice about the vote and the financial numbers.
-- The town Highway Department budget was
initially listed incorrectly as $514,000 on the Jan. 27
Annual Meeting Warning. The error was later discovered and an attempt was made to change it to
$554,000 after the deadline.
-- The defective Jan. 27 warning referred to a
meeting on Feb. 26 for the public to hear about items
on the warning, however it never used the proper
words “public information hearing.”

Weekend in the Islands
expands to Grand Isle
and North Hero

By Michele Gammal
SOUTH HERO – Weekend in the Islands is
pleased to announce this year business from Grand
Isle, North Hero along with the Champlain Islands
Farmers’ Market will be participating in the 2nd annual event.
For one special weekend, Oct. 8 and 9, community
and businesses roll out the red carpet and welcome
guests of all ages for fun events, great food, and some
of the best local products.
If you are a Grand Isle county business registered
with the state of Vermont and would like to participate, please register at www.weekendintheislands.org
or visit the website for more information.

Socks for Cots

By Linda Lake, Order of the Eastern Star
SOUTH HERO - Island Chapter #73, Order of
the Eastern Star is getting ready to begin a new
project.
If you have been watching TV recently you
will have learned that socks are the number one
need for people in shelters. Now is your chance
to participate in a Socks for Cots project.
The plan is to have baskets in local stores
and gathering places where you can donate new
pairs of socks.
OES will collect the socks and by the
time cooler weather has arrived again in the
fall hopefully we will have a good quantity of
socks for the homeless and needy.
A basket is current available at Arbor Farm
Market.
If you would like to host a basket, call 802372-4435 and we will deliver one to you along
with a poster to explain the project. Adult socks,
for both men and women, and children’s socks
would be very nice. Help out if you can. This is an
easy way to help a neighbor in need.

Posner to succeed Way at
CIDER later this month

By MICHAEL FRETT
Islander Staff Writer
SOUTH HERO – Champlain Islanders Developing Essential Resources – or CIDER – has appointed a new executive director, according to an announcement from the local nonprofit organization.
In a message shared with The Islander, the president of CIDER’s board of directors, Jim Hoag,
said Jordan Posner would be succeeding longtime director Robin Way later this month.
When introducing Posner, a mobility management coordinator for Green Mountain Transit,
Hoag celebrated Posner’s familiarity with CIDER’s transportation duties in the islands, as well as a
background helping inform management of other CIDER charges like food security, socialization
and wellness.
CIDER is contracted to work with Green Mountain Transit in Grand Isle County. As a result,
Posner, in his role with the Burlington-based regional transit agency, has had a previous working
relationship with CIDER, according to CIDER’s announcement.
“We look forward to working with Jordan and feel confident that CIDER will be in good hands,”
Hoag’s statement read.
Starting next week, Posner will begin transitioning into a role held by Way for nearly two decades, with Way’s retirement ultimately planned for May 27.
Under Way, CIDER has become a well-established presence in Grand Isle County, filling in prominent service gaps for older islanders and people with disabilities in the seemingly isolated Champlain Islands.
Among the organization’s suite of programming is a prominent transit program connecting
islanders to appointments, grocery stores and other important destinations, as well as a meals
program doubling as a means for socializing and wellness checks, and at-home accessibility improvements.
CIDER also recently played a prominent role in supporting the development of a new senior
housing complex in South Hero.
In an interview announcing his retirement late last year, Way told The Islander he had been
proud of what CIDER had accomplished during his 20-year tenure as the organization’s director,
but added he felt it was time to move on and let someone new take the reins.
“I’ve met wonderful people and it’s been an interesting job, but 20 years is a long time,” Way told
The Islander. “It’s time for someone else.”
Hoag, in a statement in CIDER’s monthly newsletter and shared with The Islander, thanked Way
for his work in the islands, saying the longtime director had made “significant contributions” while
steering CIDER over the past two decades.
Posner, in a statement provided by CIDER, said he “greatly respected” his predecessor’s work
in the islands and would often tout the “CIDER advantage” to counterparts elsewhere in Vermont.
“Having worked closely with the CIDER team for half a dozen years, I greatly respect the work
Robin and his team have done to make their programs successful and create a service delivery
model that I have often touted throughout the rest of the state (often calling it the ‘CIDER advantage’),” Posner said.
“That is a model that I would be honored to continue and carry forward into the future,” he added.
An open house retirement party has been scheduled for Way at the Congressional Church in
South Hero on May 21. The celebration starts at 1 p.m. and is scheduled to wrap up at 4 p.m.
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Milton
Managers Message

By Don Turner

Another April in the books. It’s been said April
is the cruelest month – with winter’s icy tendrils still holding on, and the promise of warmer weather so close – and yet so far. This year
was no exception. April snowed, gusted, and
showered, but hopefully we’ll start to see some
May flowers soon! In the meantime, I’m eager to
share all the good work happening around town.
Our team was eager to get outside this April,
despite the cool weather. We worked on projects like:
- assessing and addressing plow damage
from winter operations,
- filling potholes on our dirt roads and
- improving roadside ditching for drainage on
town roads.
The request for proposals (RFPs) went out for
FY23 paving, and we received several bids which
are currently under review. We anticipate paving
will occur early in the season. An additional RFP
went out for catch basin cleaning and we contracted for the cleaning and inspection of 110
catch basins around town.
We will soon launch our chapter of adopta-drain. This initiative encourages community members to “adopt” a drain on their street,
volunteering time each month to clear trash
and debris from the drain to help protect local waterways. Participants can then enter an
estimate of the amount of debris they cleared
into the Adopt-a-Drain site to help measure the
positive impact of this effort across the town.
Those interested in signing up or learning more
can visit: https://vt.adopt-a-drain.org/#how-toadopt-a-storm-drain
The inaugural inclusion festival welcomed all
to Milton. Also on May 7, we hosted the Town’s
inaugural Inclusion Festival, to celebrate “Belonging in Milton”. The festival launched Vermont’s Inclusion Week and marked the first anniversary of the signing of Milton’s Declaration
of Inclusion. The event celebrated diversity with
food, music, dancing, and other forms of art. It
also highlighted minority-owned businesses
and social groups representing our incredible
Milton community. This celebration welcomed
community members of all ages at Bombardier
Park West, and we all had a wonderful time. We
look forward to planning next year’s event!
It’s a wonderful time of year for our recreation
department. We’ve been cleaning up our parks
and preparing for warmer days ahead. A big
thank you to the volunteers who pitched in on
Park Spruce Up Day. Your sunny dispositions despite the dreary weather were a true inspiration.
With the Spruce Up Day volunteers’ help we
were able to pick up trash, set up our new tennis court benches and attend to other park proj-
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ects. We kept the spirit of celebration and park
clean up going with Green Up Day last week.
Residents picked up free Green Up bags from
the town offices, and then on Saturday, May 7,
they went to Bombardier Park East Pavilion between 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. to help clean the
park and town roadsides. Coffee, hot chocolate,
and donuts were provided at the event, and all
had a great time cleaning up our town!
Outside the town offices, our Community
Garden is awakening, and we are gearing up to
make it bigger and better this season. We will
soon launch a garden club for community members interested in helping us sow and maintain
the garden. Our team is also preparing to expand the fruit tree grove with 11 new trees and
5 berry bushes. We can’t wait to see the garden
and grove thrive this summer.
Our Recreation Department has been hard
at work preparing our summer programming
lineup, as well as summer camps. Camp registration opened on April 1 and by day’s end we
had 70 kids enrolled. We continue to work on
processing registrations, as well as scholarship
applications for camp. Please visit miltonvt.gov/
Recreation to learn more about this and other
great summer programming.
Our disc golf course saw a decent amount
of use last month, and we anticipate it will only
grow in popularity as the weather improves.
New this spring, we have disc golf kits available
for rent. Go to miltonvt.gov/recregister and then
click on Equipment Rentals at the top of the
page. This is a great way to test out the sport
without investing in equipment. We hope those
interested will come try out the course soon.
Our Town Clerk’s office has been occupied
with processing water bills, which were due on
Monday, May 2. The staff conducted routine operations such as helping visitors with research,
processing land records, DMV registration renewals, and answering residents’ questions.
Despite making a case to the state to retain
our two current voting districts, Milton has now
been divided into three voting districts. The decision was made based on our population. As
such, our town clerk has been compiling a list of
Milton streets and assigning them to their new
voting districts in the state’s voter registration
system.
We are thrilled to announce the library will
now be open 6 days-a-week. The new library
hours are:
Monday 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Tuesday 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Wednesday 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Thursday 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Friday 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Curbside pickup will no longer be offered.
We appreciate the community’s patience as our
library undergoes updates and materials are
shifted. There will be no public computers available while these updates take place. We hope to
have the electrical work completed shortly. In
the meantime, those looking to print items can
either call the library or ask at the front desk.
As always, I look forward to seeing you in
our offices or around town soon. If you would
like to receive text or email notifications when
these monthly Manager’s Messages are posted,
sign up for “Community News” at miltonvt.gov/
notifyme.

3 months for Highgate woman
for trading a gun for drugs

By MIKE DONOGHUE
Islander Staff Writer
BURLINGTON -- A Highgate woman, who officials say traded beds in her
home to out-of-state drug dealers in exchange for crack cocaine, got a break at her
sentencing in federal court for an illegal gun purchase.
Susan Austin, 49, was sentenced on Friday to time served – the three months she
spent in jail while awaiting sentencing. She was jailed in February after repeated
violations of pre-trial release conditions including testing positive for drugs.
Austin pleaded guilty in December to making a false statement to a Franklin
County gun dealer while paying $600 for a 9-mm semiautomatic handgun. She
immediately turned over the gun to a known drug dealer, referred in court papers
as “M,” who had picked out the weapon.
Chief U.S. District Court Judge Geoffrey W. Crawford said he would take a
chance and place Austin under federal supervision for two years with strict conditions. He also ordered Austin to write a letter to the court after both one and two
years on supervision to explain what she was doing in her life.
Austin, who had five pre-trial violations while initially awaiting sentencing,
asked for one more chance. She said the 3 months in prison had made a strong
impact.
Crawford said if she makes another mistake, he will see her again.
“I don’t want that to happen,” he said.
Assistant U.S. Attorney Eugenia A.P. Cowles, chief of the criminal division,
had argued for a prison term of about 18 months – to meet the minimum level of
the federal sentencing guidelines.
The guidelines, which are advisory, had said a prison sentence somewhere between 18 and 24 months was appropriate, she wrote. Cowles said she had concern
for public safety.

April - May 2022
ALBURGH
•Alicia Wallace transferred property
at 54 Winters Lane Extension, 0.23
ac., to Andrew D. Sweeney, $231,000.

cable Trust, $N/A.

Housing Trust Inc., $230,500.

•Julie Faas transferred property at 694
Creek Farm Rd, 1.8 ac., to Jamie K.
Faas, $N/A.

•Jane M. & Wayne Lafayette transferred
property at 6 Barnum St., 0.32 ac., to
Towne Revocable Living Trust, $275,000.

GRAND ISLE

•Paula Desjardins transferred property
at 120 Devino Rd to Jennifer, Jennifer,
Joseph L. & Joseph R. Rutherford, $N/A.

•Judith A. & Richard P. Riani transferred property at 2 Hidden Dr., 0.8
ac., to Richard P. Riani, $N/A.

•Mary McMaster transferred property at 112 US Rte 2, 2.5 ac., to 112 US
Route 2 LLC, $154,000.

•Michael Savage transferred property at 87 South Main St., 0.12 ac.,
to Shania Eastman & Noah Garey,
$220,000.

•Property at 2 Sturgeon Rd, 0.28 ac.,
was transferred to Frank & Laura Marcou, $100,000.

•Susan J. Dulin transferred property
at Lot 26 2322 West Shore Rd, 0.35
ac., to Linda B. Ducharme, Trustee of
the Linda B. Ducharme Revocable Living Trust, $6,000.

COLCHESTER
•Stephanie H. Smith transferred
property at 44 Kylies Way, 1.22 ac., to
Domingos Kumpessa & Ingrid L. Nelson, $538,000.
•Property at 781 Jasper Mine Rd,
0.87 ac., was transferred to Paul Quirini & Kristin Vigneault, $510,000.
•Peter Gunther & Paulette Thabault
transferred property at 29 Old Well
Rd, 0.25 ac., to Paulette Thabault Revocable Trust & Peter Gunther Revo-

Chief Federal Defender Michael Desautels had argued for a time served sentence and to place Austin under federal supervised release for one year.
He noted Austin had had a tough life and she had been clean for 3 months
while in prison. She did not have any discipline issues in jail, he said. Desautels
added her sister would be providing support to help Austin follow strict conditions from the U.S. Probation Office.
Austin faced up to a maximum of 10 years in prison and also up to 3 years
of supervised release conditions. She also faced a fine of up to $250,000, but
Desautels said she could not pay one.
Austin lied during the Dec. 28, 2020 purchase by claiming the gun was for
her, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives in Vermont said.
Austin knew she was buying it for a drug dealer involved in trafficking in Franklin County, the ATF said.
The gun, which was bought at M & R Guns and Ammo in Highgate was
recovered 3 weeks after the purchase by police in Philadelphia, the ATF said.
The Philadelphia officers had to chase a 17 year-old after he fled from a car
and discarded the handgun, the ATF said.
The handgun also may have been used in an unspecified shooting in Highgate, court papers note.
The ATF said Austin insisted she was never told the names of the 3 drug
dealers when she allowed them to stay in her Marie Drive trailer. Austin said the
men often spoke in Spanish and she believed it was to avoid her learning much
about them, the ATF said.
The drug dealers eventually left in the middle of the night while she was
asleep, but stole her money and cellphone apparently in an effort to get the
names of Austin’s drug-using friends to peddle more of their illegal products,
the ATF said.
Austin admitted she had a history of using cocaine and crack cocaine, the
ATF said. Austin also reported she was on Suboxone prescribed to her to rehabilitate from prescription pill addiction she had years prior, the ATF said.

ISLE LA MOTTE
•Wilma Schaefer transferred property
at Lots 6 & 7 Shrine Rd, 23.29 ac., to
Jamie D. & Steven J. Foley, $100,000.
•Yvan Perras transferred property at
210 Sunset View Ln, 0.85 ac., to Sarah
Noble, $117,400.
•Douglas C. Virkler transferred property at 2176 School St., 0.93 ac., to Michael Koss, $100,000.
•David W. & Karin W. Ericson transferred property at 1201 East Shore Rd,
0.8 ac., to David W. & Karin W. Ericson,
Trustees, $N/A.

MILTON
•Property at 233 Horseshoe Circle,
0.66 ac., was transferred to Champlain

•Property at 233 Horseshoe Circle,
0.66 ac., was transferred to Greg A.
Duquette, $N/A.
•Property at 119 Pecor Ave. was transferred to Halie Labelle, $35,000.
•Jeffrey T. & Robyn M. Latta transferred
property at 901 Lake Rd, 0.33 ac., to Leslie Lapointe & Sharon Meroa, $286,970.

•Judy & Robert Boulerice transferred property at 11 Taylor Dr., 0.2
ac., to Breanna & Jacob Boulerice,
$238,000.
•Aaron & Megan Scowcroft transferred property at 25 Greenwich St.,
0.2 ac., to Brett & Brittany Boulerice,
$300,000.
•Christine M. & Joel A. Clark transferred property at 295 Maquam
Shore Rd, 3.07 ac., to Sarah R. &
Zachary I. Clark, $100,000.
•Maria E. & William Rosado transferred property at 2 Glenn Ridge Ln,
3.49 ac., to Megan Bushey & Kyle
Lesage, $372,500.

SOUTH HERO
•Property at 109 Kibbe Point Rd, 1.02
ac., was transferred to Cathryn Grahn,
$N/A.
•Property at 35 Sunset Beach Rd, 0.75
ac., was transferred to The Nancy Nash
Johnson GST Non-Exempt MA, $N/A.
•Property at 500 US Rte 2, 1.5 ac.,
was transferred to Wendy J. Horne,
$590,000.

SWANTON
•Michelle M. Barnett & Lee O. Barnett
II transferred property at 1950 Sheldon
Rd, 1.46 ac., to LMB Family Trust, $N/A.
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Police chief: Milton police,
Howard Center partnership
a “success”

preciated by the police department.
“It’s all been positive,” Laroche told the selectboard. “I think the officers
have a better feeling when they’re leaving that the case has been referred to
community outreach.”
According to Lamothe, the Howard Center had been able to respond to
most calls in a timely manner and were able to help in ways the police departBy MICHAEL FRETT ment may not have been able to or may have been time consuming to officers
Islander Staff Writer in ways that distracted from other, more direct policing duties.
Both Lamothe and the Howard Center provided examples of situations
MILTON – A partnership between Milton’s police department and the
where
the Community Outreach Program had had an impact, including a call
Howard Center has so far been a success, according to Howard Center eminvolving a family struggling with a recent death and others involving juvenile
ployees and Milton’s police chief.
Since early 2021, the Howard Center’s Community Outreach Program and family disputes that may not have involved a crime.
“There are a number of stories,” Lamothe told the selectboard.
has worked with the Milton Police Department to respond when police calls
In the first half of 2021, the Howard Center appeared to be facilitating beinvolve individuals with social service or mental health needs and connect
tween 70 and 75 calls in the Milton area every fiscal quarter, mostly via phone.
those individuals to social services and other resources.
The program has more generally established relationships with law Those numbers began to thin by the second half of 2021 as “frequent fliers”
enforcement organizations across the Chittenden County region, having making up the bulk of the calls in Milton were referred to other programs.
Face-to-face calls in the Milton area, however, have remained relatively
worked in communities like Colchester and Winooski since 2018.
Rachel Lawler, a coordinator working with the Community Outreach constant.
“The things that they indicated were that there were certain frequent fliers
Program, told Milton’s selectboard last week the Howard Center’s relationin the town who hit the program initially really hard,” Lawler said. “I think
ship with Milton’s police department had been strong.
“Everyone on the team has very much enjoyed working with the Milton it’s important to look at the fact the face-to-face calls have actually remained
Police Department,” Lawler said. “They seem to understand very well the consistent throughout the quarters.”
According to a survey of stakeholders involved in the Community Outreach
things to refer to us and the things to call out for.”
Speaking with the selectboard last week, Milton Police Chief Stephen Program, the program was able to provide social and mental health services
Laroche seemed to share the Howard Center’s positive review, telling the in areas where other organizations were unable to meet local needs, “filling a
selectboard the relationship between the two organizations was well ap- need that would otherwise be left neglected.”
The overwhelming majority of respondents felt
the
connection between mental health services
class of Pages from the session on Friday. We recand
police departments was “vital.”
ognized this last group of 8th grade students that
According to the Howard Center, most calls to
serve in these important roles. 3) I had the honor,
the
Community Outreach Program were made
Friday of participating in the annual Eagle Scout
through
police departments, and while calls
recognition ceremony that was held on the Capital
steps. It was a nice event with many, many Scouts could involve anything from housing issues and
family conflicts to medical issues, the bulk of reand their adult leaders present.
A few bills of note were the following: S.139 ferrals to the Howard Center appeared to involve
– An act relating to non-discriminatory school mental health concerns.
Between the beginning of January and end of
branding, S.286 – an act relating to amending pubMarch
this year, 351 calls into the Community
lic pensions and other post-employment benefits
Outreach
Program from across Chittenden Coun– this bill was vetoed by the Governor as he felt it
should have contained a migration towards 401K ty primarily involved emotional, behavioral or
May 3 – 6:
Greetings
from like components but did not. It was over-ridden by mental health issues, according to information
the Statehouse – the the House and Senate and it will become law – I ex- provided by the Howard Center to Milton’s seend appears to be pect we’ll be re-addressing this issue in a few years, lectboard.
Around 10% of the calls fielded by the Comright around the cor- as it is doesn’t appear to be sustainable, S.224 – an
munity
Outreach Program came from Milton, acner as this week (as act relating to juvenile proceedings – this bill has
cording
to the Howard Center, accounting for 47
you see this) should a component for further addressing the age movbe our last week in ing further to the right (19+) for consideration as calls in total.
According to the Howard Center’s Brandi Litsession.
Virtually juveniles vs. adults in court proceedings, H.517 –
tlefield,
the program ideally wants to develop
all committee work The Vermont National Guard tuition benefit profor the last couple of gram – this bill allows for educational benefits a presence in Milton where locals will connect
weeks has been fo- to current Guard members for in state tuition as with the Community Outreach Program directly
Representative
cused on amending well as military members serving on active duty in rather than initially reaching out through the poMichael Morgan
or voting on bills that the state. Another big proviso of this bill was key lice department.
“While it’s great to see how many hours we
have been returned from the Senate with their qualifications needed for eligibility to serve as the
changes to our bills or us taking a “cut” at their Adjutant General of the State. It adds a large mea- saved once officers are able to leave a scene, the
bills. They rapidly have been heading to the House sure of professional qualifications that didn’t exist overall goal is to not have officers respond to unfloor for votes to either send back to the Senate for until now. H.742 – Approval of amendments to the necessary calls and have us respond instead,” she
final looks or to send to the Governor for his sig- Charter of the town of Milton and S.258 – an act re- said. “It certainly doesn’t show the times where
nature or in a few instances, a veto if he disagrees lating to agricultural water quality, enforcement, officers didn’t have to go out because we went
with their content. I’ll speak to a few bills in a mo- and dairy farming. Several other bills are cur- out instead.”
rently sitting in Committees of Conference as the
The Milton selectboard, after hearing from
ment.
A couple of notes of interest from this past divide between the House and Senate is too large both Laroche and the Howard Center, seemed to
week: 1) Late Thursday afternoon we took a recess and compromise is needed, which these commit- feel positive about the program.
“You can see on there, 351 of the primary confrom the House floor to attend the unveiling of a tees are charged with accomplishing.
As always, it is an honor to represent you.
cerns were emotional, behavioral and mental
portrait of Alexander Twilight. He hailed from the
Stay Safe – Stay Well
town of Brownington and was the first person of
health concerns,” selectperson Chris Taylor said.
Representative Michael Morgan
African American descent to serve in our Vermont
“That’s exactly why we wanted to offer this in our
Legislature and was also the first African Amercommunity, to help in that aspect and help our
-------------------------------------------------ican to graduate from an American college. He
officers in scenarios they don’t have exactly the
Please
reach
out
to
us
with
your
questions
or
served in the Legislature in the 1840’s. His portrait
training to handle.”
now hangs just inside the main doors in the foyer concerns: Rep. Lee Morgan at 802-318-0227 or
The Howard Center’s Community Outreach
lmorgan@leg.state.vt.us or
of the Capital building. Those of you that follow
Program can be reached at 802-488-7778.
Representative Michael Morgan at
me on Facebook may have seen pictures I posted
802-881-7835 or mmorgan@leg.state.vt.us
from this event. 2) We said goodbye to the last
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RICHARD A. FLEURY
ISLE
LA
MOTTE – Richard A. Fleury, age
58, passed away
on Monday, May
9, 2022 at his
home in Isle La
Motte.
He was born
in St. Albans, Vermont on Dec. 6,
1963 to the late
George and Anna
(Nelson) Fleury.
Richard lived
for the outdoors
and loved his life along the shores of Lake Champlain. He enjoyed hunting whitetail deer in Vermont and Ontario and fishing on Lake Champlain
and Lake Ontario. Richard harvested many trophies over the years. He looked forward to hosting
his wild flock of Purple Martins each summer and
tracking their journey to Argentina for the winter
months. Richard also enjoyed working outside in
his garden and keeping his lawn in perfect shape.
He could be considered a jack-of-all trades with
the skills he acquired through his many occupations. He worked for UPS, S.B. Collins, the family
business Fleury and Sons Plumbing and Heating,
and most recently Bonneville Brothers Construction.
He is survived by his lifelong friend Elizabeth
Dobson; his siblings, Raymond Fleury, and Bernadette Fleury; nieces and nephews, Kelly Fleury,
Carrie Baker, Neil Fleury, Michael Savage, Zane
Savage and John Savage; godchild, Tyler Monty and
his sister Abby; and “his- adopted niece”, Ashlyn
Boles, and his beloved dog Gracie. In addition to
his parents, Richard was predeceased by his dogs.
Friends and family are invited to Richard’s Life
Celebration to include an open house on Wednesday, May 18, 2022 from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. at The Goss
Life Celebration Home, 89 Grand Avenue, Swanton, VT.
For those who wish, contributions in Richard’s
name may be made to the Purple Martin Association, 301 Peninsula Drive. Suite 6 Erie, PA 16505.
Please visit www.gossfs.com to share condolences, photos and favorite memories.

MELODY LEE MARCKRES
GRAND ISLE
- Melody Lee
Marckres,
47,
of Grand Isle,
passed away May
4, 2022 at University of Vermont
Medical
Center.
Melody was
born on April 1,
1975 in North
Adams, Massachusetts and was
the daughter of
John and Donna (Garstang) Pimental.
She married Gary Marckres on June 3, 2000 in
the Old First Church in Bennington.
Melody earned a masters degree and was an executive director for Applegate Housing. However,
she “never cared about a big career, all I cared was
to be the mother of our three children.”
She is survived by her Spouse of 21 years, Gary
Marckres, her children, Morgan Elizabeth Marckres, Mason John Marckres, and Emerson Eden
Marckres all of Grand Isle and her brother Michael
Pimental and his wife Tracy of Quincy, MA.
In accordance with her wishes, there will be a
private service on Cape Cod.
Please consider a donation in her memory to St
Jude Children’s Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place, Memphis, TN 38105.
For those who wish, online condolences may be
made at www.minorfh.com

4H Day this Saturday

By Sara Griz
NORTH HERO - Please join Island Arts and Grand
Isle County Farm Bureau for a 4H Day this Saturday,
May 14 from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. at the Island Arts barn!
Fun, hands on activities will be available for children
and families.
We will have sign-up sheets and forms for 4H in
the Islands. We are ready to start planning activities

UNION BIBLE CHURCH
Main St., Route 2, Alburgh, VT
Dr. John C. Kehoe, Pastor

796-3055

Independent—Bible Believing—Gospel Preaching
SUNDAY School & Bible Study _______ 9:30AM
SUNDAY Worship__________________ 10:30AM
WEDNESDAY Prayer Mtg. & Bible Study 7:00PM
WEDNESDAY Children's Bible Club____ 7:00PM

“A Friendly and Joyful Welcome Awaits You”
Nursery Provided at all Services
website: www.unionbiblechurch.org

United Methodist Church

Isle La Motte ~ North Hero ~ Grand Isle

WORSHIP SERVICES
8:30 Isle La Motte 1st & 3rd Sundays
10:30 North Hero 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays
10:30 Grand Isle 2nd & 4th Sundays
Reverend Chico Martin
Jacqueline Hughes, Lay Leader
Parish Office 372-6638
Congregational Church of South Hero, U.C.C.
Sunday Worship at 9:30 a.m.
(masks required at this time)
Supervised Nursery ages 5 & under
Sunday School
Pastor: Rev. Cordelia Burpee
24 South St. South Hero, VT   05486
Tel: 372-4962 • ccshvt@gmail.com
Office hours M-F 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
www.facebook.com/CCSHVT

GOD'S LITTLE BROWN CHURCH
A non-denominational
GCMF affiliated Church
CORNER ROUTE 2 AND ROUTE 129
SOUTH ALBURGH, VERMONT 05440
REV. C. ANDREW CHRYSLER, PASTOR
(802)782-9384 WWW.GLBCVT.ORG
“God’s Word has the answer”

WORSHIP......SUNDAY 10:00 AM
BIBLE STUDY/PRAYER-WEDNESDAY 6:30 PM

Our Lady of the Lake Parish
Serving the churches of Alburgh, Grand Isle,
Isle La Motte & South Hero

ROMAIN A. GODIN
The family of Romain A. Godin who passed
away on Feb. 5, 2022, in Brooksville, FL, formerly for this summer! Programs and dates are TBD (deof Hyde Park, VT would like to invite family and pendent on number of kids and volunteers).
Please email Sara at grandislevtfb@gmail.com if
friends to join in a celebration of life. It will be held
on Sunday, June 5, 2022, at the Hyde Park VFW you have any questions.
Location: 1127 US Rt.2
from 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

MASS SCHEDULE
St. Joseph, Grand Isle- Sunday: 8:00 a.m.
St. Rose of Lima, South HeroSaturday: 4:00 p.m.
St. Amadeus Parish, AlburghSunday: 10:30 a.m.
St. Amadeus Office 796-3481
St. Rose of Lima Office 372-4092
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STATE OF VERMONT
SUPERIOR COURT					
CIVIL DIVISION
Grand Isle Unit						
Docket No.: 21-CV-02869
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.
v.					
ANDREW MONTROLL, ESQ.,
ADMINISTRATOR OF THE ESTATE OF KENALENE
R. DANIELS AND MONTE F. MAAS
OCCUPANTS OF: 67 Senesac Place, Isle La Motte VT
MORTGAGEE’S NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE
SALE OF REAL PROPERTY UNDER
12 V.S.A. sec 4952 et seq.
In accordance with the Judgment Order and Decree of
Foreclosure entered March 14, 2022, in the above captioned action brought to foreclose that certain mortgage
given by the late Kenalene R. Daniels to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee for National Bank of Kansas City, dated July 28, 2009 and recorded
in Book 44 Page 278 of the land records of the Town of
Isle La Motte, of which mortgage the Plaintiff is the present holder, by virtue of an Assignment of Mortgage from
Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee for National Bank of Kansas City to Wells Fargo Bank
N.A. dated August 15, 2019 and recorded in Book 54 Page
137 of the land records of the Town of Isle La Motte for
breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold at Public Auction
at 67 Senesac Place, Isle La Motte, Vermont on June 1,
2022 at 11:00 AM all and singular the premises described
in said mortgage,
To wit:
All that certain parcel of land situate in the Town of
Isle La Motte, County of Grand Isle and State of Vermont
bounded and described as follows:
Being a parcel of land with all dwellings thereon known
and designated as #67 Senesac Place. As shown on a map
entitled Master Property Map, J, Senesac, Town of Isle La
Motte, Vermont West Shore Road and Senesac Place dated
October 27, 2000 drawn by William W. Robenstien recorded at slide 180, the lot has a westerly sideline of 96.51 feet,
more or less, a northerly line of 159.44 feet, more or less,
an easterly sideline of 96.51 feet, more or less, and a southerly line of 158.66 feet, more or less.
Included in this conveyance and reserved by the Grantors is a non-exclusive easement for ingress and egress
along and existing 20-foot wide, more or less, driveway
which crosses land now owned by Michael J. and Alice M.
Remillard. Said private driveway is used by the Remillard
parcel, the Grantee’s parcel, the Grantors’ parcel #63, retained by the Grantors herein and others. All landowners
using this right of way shall share equally in the maintenance of said driveway; however, plowing expenses shall
be borne solely by the lot owner(s) which use the driveway
during the winter months.
Also included in this conveyance and reserved by the
Grantors is a right of way for ingress and egress along an
existing 22-foot right of way from West Shore Road to the
private road Mentioned above. This 22-foot right of way
extends easterly from West Shore Road and westerly to
Lake Champlain. All lot owners who use this right of way
shall share equally in the maintenance and repair, but only
those who live there during the winter months shall be burdened with the plowing costs.
Grantors also grant to Grantee and reserve unto themselves a so-called drainage easement and right of way
across land and premises retained by the Grantors (across
Lot #63, so-called) and the Remillard lot. This 25-foot
wide drainage easement is located along the westerly side
of the Remillard and Senesac lots.
Grantors reserve for themselves and their two remaining
lots, #63 and their property at 1739 West Shore Road and
others, the same 25-foot wide drainage easement and right
of way along the Grantee’s westerly sideline. This drainage
easement benefits all who live in the neighborhood relating
to run off of surface water primarily.
This parcel is a portion of the land and premises conveyed to James J. Senesac and June Senesac (now deceased) by Warranty Deed of Ellsworth L. LaBombard and
Frances L. LaBombard, and Antoine LaBombard and Irene
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M. LaBombard dated October 21, 1966 and recorded in
book 12 at pages 80-81 of the Land Records of the Town
of Isle La Motte.
Tax id#: 01-95-001.1
Reference is hereby made to the above instruments and
to the records and references contained therein in further
aid of this description.
Terms of sale: Said premises will be sold and conveyed
subject to all liens, encumbrances, unpaid taxes, tax titles,
municipal liens and assessments, if any, which take precedence over the said mortgage above described.
TEN THOUSAND ($10,000.00) Dollars of the purchase
price must be paid by a certified check, bank treasurer’s or
cashier’s check at the time and place of the sale by the purchaser. The balance of the purchase price shall be paid by
a bank wire, certified check, bank treasurer’s or cashier’s
check within sixty (60) days after the date the Confirmation Order is entered by the Court. All checks should be
made payable to “Bendett & McHugh, PC, as Trustee”.
The mortgagor is entitled to redeem the premises at any
time prior to the sale by paying the full amount due under
the mortgage, including the costs and expenses of the sale.
Other terms to be announced at the sale.
DATED: April 20, 2022
By: /s/ Rachel K. Ljunggren
Rachel K. Ljunggren, Esq.,Bar#5570
Bendett and McHugh, PC
270 Farmington Ave., Ste. 151
Farmington, CT 06032

OFFICIAL WARNING
SPECIAL TOWN MEETING
TOWN OF ISLE LA MOTTE
The legal voters of the Town of Isle La Motte are hereby
notified and warned to meet at the Isle La Motte Elementary School on Monday June 6, 2022 at 5:00 PM to transact
the following articles of business:
Article 1. Shall the action taken at the meeting of the
Town of Isle La Motte held on 3/1/2022 in spite of the
fact that the town report was not warned in the newspaper and not placed on the website timely, and any act or
action of the municipal officers or agents pursuant thereto
be readopted, ratified and confirmed, and any recount held
thereafter?
Select Board
Rustam Spaulding, Chair
Paul Zera                                        
Mary Catherine Graziano
Received for record and posting this April 4, 2022, at the
Town Office.
Attest: Sarah Noble, Town Clerk

STATE OF VERMONT
SUPERIOR COURT - PROBATE DIVISION
GRAND ISLE UNIT
DOCKET NO. 22-PR-02489
IN RE ESTATE OF WESLEY E. COLEMAN
LATE OF SOUTH HERO, VERMONT
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
To the creditors of WESLEY E. COLEMAN late of
South Hero, Vermont:
I have been appointed to administer this estate. All
creditors having claims against the decedent or the estate
must present their claims in writing within four (4) months
of the first publication of this notice. The claim must be
presented to me at the address listed below with a copy sent
to the Court. The claim may be barred forever if it is not
presented within the four (4) month period.
Dated: May 3, 2022
Glenn Coleman
c/o Matthew C. Little, Esq.
PO Box 555
South Hero, VT 05486
(802) 378-5533
matt@mcllaw.net
Name of Publication: The Islander
Publication Date: May 11, 2022
Name and Address of Court:
Grand Isle Probate Court
PO Box 7, North Hero, VT 05474

PROPOSED STATE RULES
By law, public notice of proposed rules must be given by publication in
newspapers of record. The purpose of these notices is to give the public a
chance to respond to the proposals. The public notices for administrative
rules are now also available online at https://secure.vermont.gov/SOS/
rules/ . The law requires an agency to hold a public hearing on a proposed
rule, if requested to do so in writing by 25 persons or an association having at least 25 members.
To make special arrangements for individuals with disabilities or special
needs please call or write the contact person listed below as soon as possible.
To obtain further information concerning any scheduled hearing(s), obtain copies of proposed rule(s) or submit comments regarding proposed
rule(s), please call or write the contact person listed below. You may also
submit comments in writing to the Legislative Committee on Administrative Rules, State House, Montpelier, Vermont 05602 (802-828-2231).
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Rules and Regulations: Visitor Conduct and Fees and Charges for State
Park Services and Commercial Activities on Department Lands.
Vermont Proposed Rule: 22P007
AGENCY: Agency of Natural Resources; Forests, Parks & Recreation.
CONCISE SUMMARY: Removed the designation of 2- or 4-night
camping reservation minimums. Removed Waterbury Reservoir from
the no minimum reservation. Price changes for use of state parks: Adult
day use increased $1 per person. Vermont resident camping increased
$1 per night per site. Non-resident camping increased $7 per night.
Vermont resident lean-to camping increased $2 per night. Non-resident
lean-to camping increased $8 per night. Cabin rentals increased $9 per
night. Price for overnight pets increased $1. The Stone Hut nightly rental
increased from $225 to $300 per night. Pavilion rentals increased $25 per
rental. Seyon Lodge 1/2-day boat rental increased $5 per use. The Burton
Island Marina slip price increased by $0.50 to $2.25 per linear foot and
the Burton Island Mooring price increased by $0.25 to $1 per linear foot.
Allow for some seasonal slip space at Burton Island Marina. Removed
Green River Reservoir unique camping reservation structure. Add vehicle
pass for organized groups. Adjust municipal recreation rates.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT: Nate McKeen, Director
of State Parks, Agency of Natural Resources, 1 National Life Drive,
Montpelier VT 05620 Tel: 802-777-0814 Email: nate.mckeen@vermont.
gov URL: vtstateparks.com http://vtstateparks.com.
FOR COPIES: Rochelle Skinner, Agency of Natural Resources, 1
National Life Drive, Montpelier VT 05620 Tel: 802-522-0841 Email:
rochelle.skinner@vermont.gov.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Updates to the Beryllium Standard for the Construction and Shipyard
Industry
Vermont Proposed Rule: 22P008
AGENCY: Department of Labor
CONCISE SUMMARY: VOSHA is amending its existing construction
and shipyard standards for occupational exposure to beryllium and
beryllium compounds to clarify certain provisions and simplify or
improve compliance. These changes are designed to accomplish three
goals: to more appropriately tailor the requirements of the construction
and shipyards standards to the particular exposures in these industries, in
light of partial overlap between the beryllium standards’ requirements and
other OSHA standards (such as the Hazard Communication Standard);
to aid compliance and enforcement across the beryllium standards
by avoiding inconsistency, where appropriate, between the shipyards
and construction standards and recent revisions to the general industry
standard; and to clarify certain requirements with respect to materials
containing only trace amounts of beryllium. This final rule does not affect
the general industry beryllium standard.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT: Daniel A. Whipple,
Vermont Occupational Safety and Health Administration, P.O. Box 488
Montpelier, VT 05601-0488, Tel: 802-828-5084, Fax: 802-828-0488,
Email: dan.whipple@vermont.gov URL: https://labor.vermont.gov/
workplace-safety.
FOR COPIES: Bailey Thibault, Vermont Occupational Safety and Health
Administration, P.O. Box 488 Montpelier, VT 05601-0488, Tel: 802-8285085, Fax: 802-828-0488, Email: bailey.thibault@vermont.gov.

TOWN OF NORTH HERO
SPECIAL ELECTION OFFICIAL WARNING
Pursuant to a petition to reconsider and/or rescind the
voter’s decision of Article 1, approved 177 to 41 at the
annual meeting on March 1, 2022, the legal voters of
the Town of North Hero are hereby notified and warned
to meet at the North Hero Town Offices, in said town, on
Tuesday, May 24, 2022, with polls open between the hours
of 7:00 AM and 7:00 PM to vote by Australian ballot on the
following article:
Article 1: Shall the voters authorize total fund expenditures for operation expenses of $1,024,084 of which
$842,434 shall be raised by taxes and $181,650 by non-tax
revenues?
Dated at North Hero, Vermont this 18th day of April,
2022.
NORTH HERO SELECTBOARD
Harry Parker, Chair
Karl Raacke			
Claire LaVoie
Tim Bourne					
Ben Joseph					
Recorded and posted this 19th day of April 2022, at the
Town Clerk’s Office in North Hero, Vermont.

Ted Kenney announces
run for Chittenden
County prosecutor

PUBLIC WARNING OF
DEVELOPMENT HEARING(S)
The Milton Development Review Board will conduct a
hearing on the following applications at their meeting on
May 26, 2022 at 6:00 PM in the Community Room at 43
Bombardier Road, Milton or via Zoom:
Railroad Street Properties LLC, registered agent
Gary Crowley, owner/applicant, is requesting Variance
approval from requirements of section 2101.C and 2101.D
to construct two-triplexes. The property is located at 240
Railroad Street; described as Parcel No. 229036-000000,
SPAN 396-123-11363. The subject property is recorded
as having 0.88 acres and is located within the Downtown
Business (DB1) zoning district, and the Town Core Planning area.
A meeting link will be included with the meeting Agenda. Interested members of the public are encouraged to attend the hearing. Participation in the local proceeding is
a prerequisite to the right to take any subsequent appeal.
To determine if you may qualify as an interested person,
please contact the number below. Plans of the proposed
project and staff notes are available from the Department of
Planning & Economic Development, 43 Bombardier Road,
Milton, Vermont during regular business hours and posted
online at least two days prior to the meeting at http://www.
miltonvt.gov/AgendaCenter/Development-Review-Board.
Please note that these materials will NOT be handed out to
the public at the meeting. Please contact (802) 893-1186 if
you have any questions or comments.

Alburgh
News
By Martha Goodsell
4TH OF JULY PARADE
It is time to start planning the parade. We need
ideas for the theme of the parade and to nominate the
Grand Marshall. We are looking for a few volunteers
to do the judging and help with the line-up on the day
of the parade. Please e-mail me at mjgood15@gmail.
com with your ideas.

North Hero
News
SPECIAL ELECTION TO RECONSIDER
ARTICLE 1
By Corinn Julow, Town Clerk
A special election to reconsider Article 1 is scheduled for Tuesday, May 24. The warning, checklist,
and sample ballot are online at www.northherovt.
com.
You may request a ballot at mvp.vermont.gov or
by contacting the town office at assistanttownclerk@
northherovt.com or 802-372-6926.
The informational hearing for this vote will be
held Monday, May 16 at 7 p.m. at the Community
Hall. This meeting will be accessible by Zoom and
the information to join may be found at www.northherovt.com; click on the “Calendar of Board Meetings”.

By ISLANDER STAFF
Saying he will champion social equity and community justice
while making
considerable
improvements
to
public safety,
former Asistant Attorney
General Ted
Kenney has
announced
he is running
for ChittenTed Kenney
den State’s Attorney this fall.
Kenney will oppose State’s Attorney Sarah George
in the Democratic primary Aug. 9. Kenney, a Chittenden County native, stepped down this month as a
Division Chief in the Attorney General’s Office to run
in the race.
Kenney has been an attorney since 1991 practicing in Chittenden County, including an office in Colchester before being hired by Attorney General T.J.
Donovan.
Kenney, a graduate of St. Michael’s College, has
been a member of the Williston Selectboard for 12
years and serves as vice-chair.
“The criminal justice system needs reform to remove disparities based on race and poverty, but we
don’t have to choose between safe streets and reform, or between compassion and fairness,” Kenney
said. “We can have all of those things, but we can’t
have any one of them without the others.
“I want to give people a sense of hope, which
many crime victims, victims’ advocates and members
of the BIPOC community feel is lacking,” Kenney said.
“We can restore public safety and build a system
that infuses racial and economic equity into the system. I will work to close the gaps that have grown up
between our different communities, listen to everybody, and provide justice for everyone in Chittenden
County.”
Kenney pointed to three policies of the incumbent that are poorly considered, harming crime victims of all walks of life, and making the entire community less safe:
-- 1) the prosecutor’s refusal to ask for court-ordered conditions of release for many violent crimes,
-- 2) the automatic referral of all youthful offenders to juvenile court, and
-- 3) a directive that many serious crimes be deferred from prosecution without any review by the
prosecutor’s office.
“I led Vermont’s criminal defense lawyers association, and I know that bail can be abused,” Kenney
said. “But bail isn’t the only tool in the court’s toolbox.
“Courts can order reasonable restrictions on defendants to protect public safety while still promoting equity. Those orders are critically important in
cases involving violence or repeat offenses. When
the State’s Attorney stopped asking for bail, she also
stopped asking for meaningful release conditions in
many cases where they were sorely needed.
“Not seeking bail is no excuse to release violent
people or repeat offenders without conditions of re-

lease to protect public safety.”
Kenney said Sarah George is referring all technically eligible cases from adult court to juvenile court.
“Last year, an 18-year-old man shot into a crowd
at the University Mall until his handgun ran out of
bullets,” Kenney said. “One person was wounded
and the suspect fled to Florida.”
The suspect was already awaiting trial for an
armed burglary and aggravated assault in Winooski.
“When the suspect was captured and returned to
Vermont, the prosecutor asked two separate judges
to dismiss the criminal case and have the defendant
tried as a juvenile delinquent,” Kenney said. “That is
simply wrong.”
Kenney said every case – particularly cases involving extreme violence – has to be assessed on its individual merits. “The defendant’s conduct, the level
of violence, and their past record must be taken into
account,” Kenney said. “Justice requires it.”
Kenney said he would reverse the incumbent’s
policy of non-prosecution for a number of serious
criminal offenses.
“Cases including burglaries of unoccupied residences, many domestic assaults, unlawful trespass,
felony-level sale of stolen property and felony-level
retail theft are no longer prosecuted in Chittenden
County – or even reviewed by the State’s Attorney
for prosecution,” Kenney said. “Instead, these crimes
and others are automatically sent to reparative
boards. These boards are invaluable, but my office
will review every case to determine if prosecution is
required.”
“No one approach is right for every case. Crime
victims and criminal defendants of every race, creed,
gender, orientation and color deserve justice,” Kenney said. “That will be my top priority, and the onesize-fits-all formula in place today will be jettisoned
to be sure we treat every case, victim and defendant
with the dignity they deserve.”

Granny’s Attic to
open May 28

By Sam Hilliker, Granny’s Attic
SOUTH HERO - You’ve been waiting all the long,
cold winter. You’ve been asking all the long, cold
spring “When are you going to open?” The snow has
finally melted (in the Islands anyway), the lilacs are in
blossom and Granny’s Attic is opening Saturday, May
28 for the 2022 season!
Now that spring is finally here, volunteers at the
Attic have been busy washing, cleaning, pricing and
arranging displays in order to get the Attic ready to
open. As in past years, many beautiful items have
been donated to the Attic over the winter. Everything from glassware, lamps, wicker furniture, tables,
chairs, overstuffed chairs, linens, toys, gardening
items, books galore and many other “like new” items
are all being readied for your purchase. Stop by on
Saturday, May 28 between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. for the
season’s grand opening. You may find some wonderful surprises and definitely new items you haven’t
seen before!
The Attic will be open from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
Saturdays only from May 28 to the end of the school
year the third weekend in June. After that, Granny’s
will be open for the normal hours of Friday from 1
p.m. to 4 p.m., and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. We
will have a reminder in The Islander when the hours
include Fridays. We look forward to seeing you on
May 28! Think spring, and summer!
Location: U.S. 2, in the heart of South Hero.
The Islander
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ed to a business on
Catamount
Drive
with the report of an
active alarm. Upon
arrival, the building
was found to be seindividuals. It was cure with no further
reported that the action needed.
two took off in a
7:26 p.m. Parvehicle, which Officer Schiavo was tridge Ln, Medical
Officer
Schiavo
able to locate.
Upon making con- was dispatched to
tact with the driv- Partridge Lane for
er, signs of intoxi- the report of a pacation were noted. tient needing further
After performing medical care. Officer
Standard
Field Schiavo remained on
Sobriety Tests, the scene until the arrivdriver was ulti- al of St. Michael’s
mately taken into Rescue, and offered
custody.
Before a lift assist of the
they were able to patient for transport
secure the driver, to the Medical Centhey actively re- ter.
sisted arrest. The
Sunday,
passenger, who
May 1
was also intoxi2:34 p.m. North
cated, attempted Rd, Suspicious Event
to intervene as
Cpl. Porter was
well. The passen- dispatched to North
ger was ultimately Road with the report
taken into custody of a resident who
after an alterca- heard a loud boom
tion with Officers. in the area. Upon

MILTON
POLICE
LOG

APRIL 29 - MAY 5
Between Friday,
April 29 and Thursday, May 5, the Milton Police Department arrested 2
people. Officers also
issued 7 traffic tickets and 12 warnings.
Friday,
April 29
7:03 p.m.
Herrick Ave, Suspicious
Event

Officer McQueen
responded to Milton
Elementary School
for the report of an
opened door. Officer
McQueen was able
to search the area
and noted nothing
suspicious, and was
able to secure the
door.
7:45 p.m. Railroad
St, Domestic Disturbance
A
number
of
MPD staff were dispatched to the area
of Railroad Street
with the reporting
of a physical altercation between two

Saturday,
April 30
12:06 p.m. Catamount Dr, Alarm
Officer
Bosworth and Cpl.
Porter
respond-

arrival, Cpl. Porter
did not notice anything out of the ordinary, but did observe neighbors who
were shooting guns
in their yard.

3:46 p.m. US RT
7 / Centre Dr, Assist – Motorist
Officer Schiavo
was dispatched
to the area of US
RT 7 and Centre
drive for the report of a disabled
vehicle
in
the
roadway. Officer
Schiavo assisted
the motorist with
pushing the vehicle to the parking
lot of a business
for safely.
Monday,
May 2
12:36 p.m. Railroad St, Suspicious Event
Officer
Noel
and Det. Hendry
responded to Railroad Street for the
report of a disturbance outside of a
vehicle. On scene,
Officer Noel was
able to make contact with one of
the individuals as
they were walking
down the street.
They advised they
did have an argument while in
the vehicle with
their sibling over
family issues. The
situation was verbal only, and they
were separating
to ease the situation.
3:19 p.m. East
Rd, Animal Problem
Cpl. Scalise was
dispatched
to
North Road where
a resident advised
there were two
loose dogs in the
road. Cpl. Scalise

met with the caller and was able to
secure the dogs. After brining the dogs
back to the Police
Department, a scan
of the dog’s chip’s
came back with the
owner. The owner of
the dogs was located and reunited with
the dogs.
Tuesday,
May 3
4:04 a.m. North
Rd, 911 Hang-up
Cpl.
Coulombe
and Officer Jones
responded to a 911
Hang-up call at a
business on North
Road. Dispatch was
unable to reach anyone upon calling the
business back. When
Officers arrived, they
were able to make
contact with an employee who advised
the 911 call was the
result of a faulty older model phone in
their delivery area,
and had been malfunctioning.
11:25 a.m. Owen
Ct, Assist - Public
Sgt. Locke spoke
with a resident who
wanted to report a
possible scam. The
caller advised they
were contacted by
someone
claiming
to be from the Social
Security Office, hoping to increase their
benefits. Sgt. Locke
advised the resident
on future steps to
stay safe.
Wednesday,
May 4
3:11 a.m. Manley
Rd, Medical
Cpl. Coulombe
responded
to
a residence on
Manley Road for
a resident who
needed further
medical
care.
Cpl.
Coulombe
was able to provide a lift assist
of the patient.
10:36 p.m. US
RT 7, Disturbance
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Officer
Noel
and Cpl. Coulombe were dispatched to a residence on US RT7
for the report of
a
disturbance.
Upon arrival it
was learned that
the two subjects
were in an argument that was
verbal in nature
only. Both parties
were in consumption of alcohol,
which had escalated the situation. Initially, both
parties agreed to
separate for the
evening and the
officers left. Shortly thereafter, Officers were called
back as one of
the subjects threw
the other’s cell
phone in the toilet. The individual retrieved their
property from the
home and got a
ride with a family member to fully
separate from the
residence. Information in regards
to court ordered
protection
was
provided.
Thursday,
May 5
7:01 a.m. Rebecca Lander Dr,
Public Speaking
Sgt. Locke began
instruction
of a session of
Driver’s Education
at Milton High
School.
4:13 p.m. Main
Street,
Animal
Problem
Officer Schiavo
met with a resident who brought
a dog to the Milton Police Department after finding
it in the roadway
on Main Street.
Along with Milton’s Animal Control Officer, the
owner was located and reunited
with the dog.

To the Editor,
The Select Board of North Hero, contrary to
what a very vocal minority would have you believe, operates with the utmost transparency
and clarity. Town Select Board meetings are
open to the public. Sub-committee meetings
are open to the public. You can attend a meeting or listen online to the unadulterated audio.
If you do not have internet access, you can call
the town office and request that the printed
minutes be mailed to you.
What you cannot do is claim that the Select
Board does not act with transparency and clarity, simply because a vote did not go your way.
Our public servants work hard on behalf of the
town and its people, and are to be commended.
Now we are forced into a re-vote for business
that was already fairly and honestly settled.
Please vote on May 24 to confirm the North
Hero town budget, and move the town offices to
our beautiful North Hero Community Hall.
Patty Helsingius
North Hero
To the Editor
The North Hero Select Board has published
25 excellent “Frequently Asked Questions” on
the proposed use of the Town’s Community Hall.
This letter to the editor is intended to expand on
the board’s FAQ # 22 found on page 6. It reads as
follows. What portion of the municipal tax rate
is related to the estimated $69,900 operating
budget for the Hall?” The response is “Based

on North Hero’s anticipated 2022 grand list, the
tax rate on $69,900 is 0.0226 or $45.27 a year in
taxes on $200,000 assessed property value.”
While these numbers are correct, they don’t
tell the full story about the economics of the
plan proposed in the Municipal budget for the
fiscal year starting July 1, 2022.
First and foremost, the response does not
include the fact that the $39,900 rent currently
being paid to the GIUSSD will be terminated. So,
the increase in municipal taxes on a $200,000
property is not $45.27 a year; it’s $20.72. That
works out to $1.73 per month for the owner of
the $200,000 property. Given the fact that many
trips to the town office are combined with a trip
to the village Post Office, that $1.73 would not
cover the cost of the gas needed for the trip.
Second, it’s true that a smaller building located away from the village would cost less
than the Community Hall to operate. BUT, that
smaller building is estimated to cost at least
$400,000. The annual payment on a twenty
year, 5% $400,000 mortgage works out to be
$32,097.03.
The Community Hall, on the other hand,
comes with an endowment of $800,000. At a
5% draw, that can be expected to provide for income of about $40,000 for ever!
On May 24, I will be voting “Yes” to supporting the solution created by the Select Board.
Thanks to the Historical Society’s generosity,
it’s far less expensive than a new building. But
mostly, it makes just plain good sense to have
the town office in walking distance of the Post
Office and Hero’s Welcome in our historic New
England village on City Bay.
Bart Wilcox
North Hero
--------------------------------------------*Editor’s Note: The Islander offers 300 words
for Letters to the Editor. Signees have the
option to pay for additional words at $.10 per
word or edit to meet the maximum word count.

Your Government in Action -

Below are upcoming local government meetings based on reports from
area towns and schools. Meeting schedules are subject to change. Please
check the town or school website for postponements and cancellations.

Grand Isle Sheriff’s
Dept. weekly log.
April 29 - May 9
Fri., April 29
ALBURGH
Welfare Check
GRAND ISLE
Animal Problem
Citizen Assist
Suspicious
SOUTH HERO
Citizen Dispute
Vehicle Complaint

Government boards also are allowed to have special meetings, but must
provide public notice at least 48 hours in advance. Emergency meetings,
which are rare in Vermont, are allowed with less than 24 hours notice,
but must be a crisis situation, like a major flood or a
town bridge being wiped out.
Vermont’s Open Meeting Law mandates that all boards distribute their
agendas ahead of all regular and special meetings to those people that file
requests for them each calendar year with the clerk.

Northwestern Counseling &
Support Services, Inc.
Behavior Health Crisis Services
• 524-6554 or 1-800-834-7793 •

Mon., May 9
GRAND ISLE
Juvenile Problem
Service of APO
VIN Inspection
ISLE LA MOTTE
Agency Assist (2)
SOUTH HERO
Citizen Dispute
911 Hangup
SWANTON
Agency Assist
The Islander
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-FOR SALE-

--------------------------------2001 Harley Davidson FLSFTI Fat Boy stage
two 107 with many upgrades $7,500. 802-7528818
6/8
--------------------------------1979 Volkswagon Beetle convertible. $22,000
802-372-5143.
5/18
--------------------------------35’ Park Model Home on Lake Champlain in
Premier RV Park. Attached sun room, sandy beach, boat launch, pool, lake view. Good
summer home. Offers deck, screened gazebo,
furnished, appliances, only $6000 plus reasonable seasonal park rent. 802-793-1753 or 802279-0609
5/18
--------------------------------Fleur D’Ellie - Fresh cut flowers! Tulips are
here and growing! Admin@fleurdellie.com 802372-5622
5/11
--------------------------------Great classical vinyl 331/3. Great composers.
Great music. Great condition. Bill 518-2972203 5/18
--------------------------------14’ Starcraft SF, 8’ Oars, 55 lb. Thrust MinnCota E motor, Lowrance Sonar, Cox Trailer w/
spare tire, seats, rod holders, 25HP Evinrude
E-TEC electric start, power trim & tilt, warranty to 5/8/2025, all paperwork included, $6,000
Call Cubby Smith, 802-363-7129
5/11
--------------------------------Laminated floor panels. Pine light. 20 boxes.
Great price. 22.69 sq ft / box. $850. Need the
space. 802-796-3761
5/11
---------------------------------
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-SERVICES-

--------------------------------E.C. ELECTRIC - 30 years experience. Licensed
and insured. 802-796-4610
7/27
--------------------------------FINNISH TOUCH CARPENTRY - Remodeling,
renovations and more. Fully insured. Over 40
years experience with knowledge. Call 802233-2639
BTFN
--------------------------------Sewing Machine Service. Over 50 years experience. We make house calls. 80-372-4497 BTFN
--------------------------------F&S Towing. Junk car & truck removal. Paying
$100-$400 for fixable vehicles. Less for scrap
vehicles. 802-372-6431 5/25
--------------------------------LANDRY CARPENTRY - Islands local trusted
contractor. Call 802-734-9612 or 802-372-3701.
BTFN
--------------------------------Northern Isle Massage - new practice now open
in North Hero. Licensed and insured massage
therapist with 20 years of experience. Expertise in a variety of treatment styles. 802-3914016, NorthernIsleMassage@gmail.com BTFN
--------------------------------HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING - Call for
free estimate to have your home, RV/ camper,
patio, decks, etc. super cleaned w/hot
water & biodegradable detergents (Portable
Water Available). Insured & References
Available. Contact Brian at (802)363-4777 or
LangloisLawnCare@yahoo.com 7/27
--------------------------------Building additions, complete remodels, new
garages, foundations, house lifting, barn
restoration. Available for spring and summer.
Bill Miller 802-355-0313 BTFN
--------------------------------Coat your rusting metal roof with asphalt
silver-brite roof coating. Free estimates
802-735-6419
visit
us
at northwoodsroofcoatings.com
5/25
---------------------------------

--------------------------------Construction Services - Roofing all types metal roofs: ribbed metal, standing seam, shingle
roofs, low pitched roofs, rubber roofs. Siding
all types: clapboard, wood siding, wood shingle siding, masonry siding, Hardi Plank, vinyl
siding. Remodels: interior & exterior, new additions. Local Contractor, Insured. 802-233-7031
6/1
--------------------------------Tree Removal and Tree Pruning by VT Certified
Arborist. Fruit Tree and Hedge Pruning. Stump
Grinding. New trees and hedges planted.
Clean-Ups and mulch. Heartwood Landscape
and Tree Services LLC. 802-893-7371
maxheartwd@myfairpoint.net 8/17
---------------------------------

LARGE enough to
store your car or
small boat!

Route 2,
Alburgh VT

Small enough to
clear your clutter!

Call today for
sizes & info!

s r

r

TM

--------------------------------ISLAND SEWING: All aspects of sewing. Alterations, mending, formal wear. Specializing in
bridal gowns. 30+ years experience. Call 802372-0194 BTFN
--------------------------------Experienced painter seeking work. Also drywall, taping and remodeling, fixing professional paint sprayers. Fully vaccinated. Fully
insured. Free Estimates. Call 802-238-0724 or
email stevenbadger8@gmail.com BTFN
--------------------------------TURNBAUGH ROOFING- Slate, shingle, metal,
rubber. Painting all flashings & metal roofs.
Chimney repair. Free Estimates. Insured. 802372-5781 or 802-238-2994 John BTFN
---------------------------------

-SERVICES-

--------------------------------Why wait for long turn-around times at the
big box stores? Local flooring man for hire!
20+ years of experience. fully insured. Free
delivery. Call Alan at Amp It Up Flooring, 802324-6726 BTFN
---------------------------------

-EMPLOYMENT-

--------------------------------Dockhands Needed! North Hero Marina is under new ownership and is hiring. Active outdoor work Friday-Sunday or Monday. Hourly
rate plus great tips. Please call Jack at 802372-5954 or email jackt@northhero.com.
5/18
--------------------------------Seasonal Grounds and Maintenance Assistant - Enjoy working outside and doing a variety of tasks each week? Saint Anne’s Shrine,
on beautiful Lake Champlain, in Isle La Motte
is hiring a full-time position for the 2022 pilgrimage season beginning in May. Duties include lawn and flower care, painting, repair,
maintenance, and cleaning of all buildings and
grounds. Qualified candidate must possess a
valid driver’s license, high school diploma or
equivalent and experience with lawn equipment and power tools. Must be 18 years of
age and able to work independently and with
others and includes weekend hours. For more
information and an application, call Nancy at
802.928.3362 or email sas@sse.org.
5/18
---------------------------------

--------------------------------Assistant Director - Lake Champlain Islands
Economic Development Corp. seeks a
candidate to work with our Executive Director
supporting local business development in the
Lake Champlain Islands. Full-time, hybrid
position. Willing to train. Send resume
to director@champlainislands.com
5/18
--------------------------------The Isle La Motte Town Clerk is seeking a
detail oriented individual to fill the position
of part-time Clerk Assistant. Candidate shall
be able to work well with the public, fluent
with computers, self-motivated and be able
to multi-task. Familiarity with municipal government is helpful but not required. Minimum
requirements are a high school diploma and
prior experience with the public. Interested,
qualified individuals should fill out an Employment Application and submit that with a
Resume to Town Clerk P.O. Box 250, Isle La
Motte, VT 05463. They can also request this by
email at townofislelamotte@gmail.com. Deadline for applying for Town Clerk Assistant is
open until position is filled. $17.00 an hours/
up to 28 hours a week. 5/25
---------------------------------

-SALES-

--------------------------------Open house/moving sale - Everything must go,
no reasonable offer refused. Every Saturday
and Sunday through June 12th, 349 West
Shore Rd, Isle La Motte.
6/8

-FREE-

--------------------------------FREE HOUSE - 34 Sunrise Drive. Nice seasonal
camp, could easily be year round. If you can
move it, you can have it. Avail Oct 2022.
(802)734-1571, JensonPropertiesLLC@gmail.
com
5/11

Hyde Log Cabin Site Opens May 27

By Lucille Campbell
GRAND ISLE - What does a 9-pound round shot from 1814 and a spittoon have in common? Or a bed
warmer, grain cradle and bridge navigation light? They all can be found at Grand Isle’s Hyde Log Cabin Site
along with many other by-gone household and agricultural items and tools. The three buildings at 228/230
US Rt. 2 – the Hyde Log Cabin, 1814 Corners School and Worthen Barn - will be open three days a week this
season beginning May 27. Hours will be Thursdays and Fridays from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Saturdays from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. A guide will be available to give information and answer questions. Admission is by donation
at the door.
Visit the Cabin built by Jedediah Hyde in 1783 and imagine what it was like to live there in the early 1800s
with a family of twelve. Stop by the Corners School and pretend that you went to school there, sitting on
benches, with no electricity or running water. Go into the Worthen Barn and see a variety of items relating to
Grand Isle. This site is the perfect place to step back in time.
The Grand Isle Historical Society welcomes new members and volunteers.
Would you like to help arrange new displays? Have an idea for a program? Help with publicity? Are you
interested in meeting visitors from many states and even foreign countries? Then you are the kind of person
the Grand Isle Historical Society is looking for. If you would like to be a member or volunteer to be a substitute guide, we would love to hear from you. To keep the Hyde Cabin Historic Site open we need tour guides
to welcome visitors. We will provide some history and stories of the past to share with our visitors. For more
information contact Colleen Bushway at 802-372-4834. Please leave a message and she will get back to you.
For nearly 70 years the Grand Isle Historical Society has collected items from Grand Isle’s past to display
at the site. Donations or loans of items are still welcome. Of particular importance to the collection would be
Grand Isle creameries, apple production, and schools and summer tourism before 1950. Contact Jean Prouty
at 802-372-4024 or Lucille Campbell at 802-372-5534 if you have an item of historical interest to share.

Island Stage, Snow Farm event
raises $1,200 for Ukraine

By MICHAEL FRETT
Islander Staff Writer
SOUTH HERO – A snippet of mystery and a jazz ensemble’s debut performance together helped raise
more than $1,200 for humanitarian efforts in Ukraine during a fundraiser in South Hero this weekend.
Arranged by both the Island Stage Vermont Theater and the Snow Farm Vineyard and Winery, a Friday
benefit for Ukraine was celebrated as a success by its performers and organizers.
“I’m really happy with the outcome,” Island Stage’s president, Noni Stuart, told The Islander during an
interview Tuesday morning.
In all, 53 people turned out at the Snow Farm
Vineyard and Winery Friday evening, taking in both
a scene from Island Stage’s upcoming performance
of Clue On Stage and the debut performance of the
Astral Underground Trio, a jazz ensemble from Franklin County.
A total of $1,280 had been raised between suggested donations for entry, a raffle, and wine and
beer sales made during the event.
Funds raised by the event will be donated to Heart
Members of the Island Stage Vermont Theater perto Heart International, a nongovernmental organizaform a scene from Clue, On Stage as a part of a contion working to send medical supplies to Ukraine in
cert benefiting Heart to Heart International’s work
response to Russia’s ongoing invasion of the Eastern
in Ukraine. Courtesy of Nick Lane.
European country.
Stuart, speaking with The Islander on Tuesday, said the event stemmed from “a yearning to do something” in response to news about the Russian invasion of Ukraine, where more than 3,300 civilians have died
since fighting started in February.
According to the United Nations Human Rights Monitoring Mission in Ukraine, “thousands” more than
the official casualty figures have likely died as a result of Russia’s invasion.
Stuart said watching the war from afar had her and others feeling “helpless,” prompting the Island Stage
president to reach out to Julie Lane at the Snow Farm Vineyard and Winery about a possible fundraiser
event. Lane, Stuart said, “immediately responded” in support.
The show also provided a preview for Island Stage’s upcoming performance of Clue On Stage, a mystery
show based partially on the 1985 cult film Clue, itself based on the popular board game.
Stuart told The Islander she was grateful for the chance to present a scene from the theater group’s performance of Clue, noting the difficulties facing theater groups around the country following two years of an
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.
In a statement to The Islander, she said Island Stage was “deeply grateful to the actors, production crew
and audiences who support us in spite of these challenges.”
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A daily look at life in the Champlain Islands featuring exclusive photos by Swanson and
available on The Islander’s facebook page, www.facebook.com/lakechamplainislander,
Instagram @theislandernewsvt and twitter @TheIslanderNews

GOOD MORNING TUESDAY
Tuesday has a colorful start as the sun climbs above the horizon
shortly after 5:30 am.

A red winged black bird rests on a posted sign in the Islands recently.

Canada geese wing through the Islands recently.
DAFFODILS DUTY
Ruth Miller tends to the gardens at her home next to U.S.2 in
North Hero last Monday.

Good morning Friday
The clouds color up before sunrise Friday morning.
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SIGNS OF SPRING
A South Hero horse grazes near some dandelions as spring seeps into the Islands.

GREEN UP DAY IN THE ISLANDS

GOOD MOTHER’S DAY MORNING
A lone Canada goose is silhouetted Sunday morning as the sun comes up on
Mother’s Day 2022.

Sheep hang out in Grand Isle earlier this week.

FLICKER FLIGHT
A northern flicker takes flight through budding trees in the Sandbar State Park
in Milton last week.

All across the five towns of Grand Isle County volunteers were hard at work doing
a spring clean up of roads and waterways on Green Up Day Saturday morning. In
Isle La Motte Green Up Day organizer Alex Montagne handed out safety vests,
picker-uppers and assignments at the start of the day and at lunchtime the South
Hero Land Trust held a Volunteer Appreciation BBQ for hungry workers. And
everywhere in between Islanders were gettin’ it done.
Here are some scenes from across the Islands on Green Up Day 2022.
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