As larger bylaws hearing is
postponed, North Hero residents
sound off on helipad, airstrip ban

By MICHAEL FRETT
Islander Staff Writer
NORTH HERO – While a hearing on a larger suite of bylaw updates in North
Hero was postponed last Tuesday, a second hearing related to a proposed
grounding of all future airstrip proposals in North Hero brought a full house
from residents largely opposed to siting landing strips in the island town.
Dozens attended over Zoom and in person on Tuesday last week for a hearing on a potential update to North Hero’s zoning laws banning helipads and
airstrips in the island town, with most sharing some level of support for the
blanket townwide ban slated for a likely Town Meeting Day vote in March.
The proposed airstrip ban had been prompted by a September petition
signed by more than 5% of North Hero’s registered voters, clearing state requirements for a petition to be entertained by local officials and leading North
Hero’s planning commission to forward the proposed ban as it would any other
updates to the town’s zoning laws, according to Andy Alling, the planning commission’s chair.
“We are basically obligated to proceed on this amendment as though it
were an amendment we developed in the commission,” Alling said as he introduced last week’s hearing.
Controversies around airstrips are not new in North Hero.
Several years ago, a private landing strip sought by property owners near
Blockhouse Point Road had sparked vocal opposition from neighbors. The property’s owners eventually withdrew plans for a runway after a state hearing attended by neighbors protesting the airstrip prompted the Vermont Transportation Board to request further municipal review of the runway.
More recently, state officials have asked town governments like North Hero’s to consider their own regulations for runways and helipads, advising, according to Alling, that a lack of local regulations regarding airstrips would lead
state officials to conclude applications for new runways and helipads were implicitly approved by local governments.
See “AIRSTRIP BAN” Page 2
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AIRSTRIP BAN

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
While possible regulations related to airstrips were initially included in a larger
set of zoning updates also sought by North Hero’s planning commission, Alling
said during last week’s hearing that public interest in regulating airstrips had ultimately led the planning commission to remove its amendments specific to airfields from its proposed bylaw updates and have those regulations considered
separately.
“We decided we were going to pull this out and have it separately,” Alling said.
According to the planning commission chair, plans to potentially draft separate
regulations for landing strips and helipads, including tentative language allowing
for their approval under certain conditions, were ultimately “preempted” by the
September petition, prompting conversations to instead focus on a complete ban.
“Depending on how the vote goes in March, the planning commission may decide to readdress the issue,” Alling, the planning commission chair, added during
last week’s hearing.
Most of those speaking during Tuesday’s hearing last week appeared to support the proposed ban, citing everything from concerns related to airstrips’ impact on the island’s local bald eagles, which were only recently removed from
Vermont’s endangered species list, to a quality of life in North Hero those speaking said would likely be impacted by what they called a “proliferation” of airstrips
on the island.
“The reason we made North Hero our permanent residence was because we
value the quiet and the
environment that it presents, and I think adding
airstrips would significantly impact our quality of
life,” one resident testified
during Tuesday’s hearing.
Not all of those speaking supported the proposed airstrip ban, however.
Some residents shared

concerns that the ban amounted to “a town government [stripping] a property
right away from the entire town without reason,” and more than one reference
was made Tuesday evening to misinformation about the proposed airstrip ban
reportedly shared over social media.
“There’s been a blizzard of misinformation about the airstrips,” one resident, Marilyn Lagrow, said during Tuesday’s hearing, citing in particular a “fatal
crash map” shared widely over Front Porch Forum.
The map, headlined “Vermont fatal crash map” and found online at planecrashmap.com, reports there having been 110 airplane crashes recorded in
the Green Mountain State since 1982. The website reportedly bases its crash
listings on data from the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB), a U.S.
agency responsible for investigating transportation accidents.
Despite its headline, however, the map often features minor crashes and
incidents, like an incident reported in 2011 where a bout of wind turbulence
saw two flight attendants injured but the affected plane land normally, alongside fatal accidents the map purports to represent. Many of the crashes listed
resulted in only minor damage to involved aircraft and few injuries, if any.
David Ehrich, a vocal supporter
of the proposed ban, apologized for circulating the map during Tuesday’s
hearing, telling the planning commission he took “full responsibility” for sharing the map over Front Porch Forum and had not been aware that the map
listed both fatal and nonfatal crashes.
Ehrich, who serves as an alternate for North Hero’s development review
board, otherwise maintained his support for a potential ban on airstrips and
helipads in North Hero, citing both a list of private airstrips and seaplane bases
in the Champlain Islands, as well as an apparent Vermont Flight Academy corridor passing through North Hero airspace.
“I would say this is a really important reason, because this is a benefit for the
few which has an impact on the many,” Ehrich said. “For all of us in a community who might live near a private area, it could impact our property.”
Tuesday’s hearing was the first of two required for an update to North Hero’s zoning regulations. A second hearing, this one managed by the selectboard,
was scheduled for Jan. 4 as of the North Hero selectboard’s regular meeting
this past Monday evening.
Larger bylaws hearing postponed
Last week’s hearing on a proposed airstrip ban was one of two hearings
planned for that Tuesday evening. A second hearing relating to a larger zoning
bylaws update had to be postponed into December, however, after a notice
from another North Hero development review board member challenged that
the hearing had been incorrectly warned by the town’s planning commission.
Alling closed Tuesday’s hearing on the larger suite of zoning updates almost
immediately after the hearing began, telling attendees the hearing would be
recessed to Dec. 1 after the hearing’s warning had been challenged by the development review board’s Lisa Fearing as inadequate.
According to an email from Fearing posted with planning commission
meeting minutes online, the hearing’s warning lacked references to a table of
contents or listing of section headings within the updated bylaws required for
hearing warnings under state law. While planning commissioners maintain the
hearing was legally warned, Alling said the commission opted to delay a hearing out of caution.
“I believe that we did everything in accordance with the state requirements,” Alling said. “However, we thought it was in the best interest of towns
people to reissue the warning and recess the hearing.”
A larger update for North Hero’s zoning bylaws, the set of documents governing development in the Grand Isle County town, has been a work-in-progress
for North Hero’s planning commission for more than a year now. During past
meetings, planning commissioners said the updates were intended to clarify
North Hero’s zoning regulations and make them easier to consistently enforce.
While the planning commission had initially sought to have updated zoning
regulations ready for North Hero voters to approve in November, a vote on
proposed zoning updates has since been delayed and will instead likely appear
before North Hero voters on Town Meeting Day in March.
Debates around updated zoning regulations in North Hero have spilled beyond meetings and into Front Porch Forum. According to meeting minutes,
posts on Front Porch Forum have prompted accusations of lying that, as one
planning commissioner summarized in early November, is potentially straining
the relationship between North Hero’s development review board and its planning commission.
Earlier this month, the town’s selectboard held off on appointing Ehrich,
the alternate member of the development review board, to fill a vacant seat
after several planning commissioners requested the board reconsider Ehrich’s
appointment in response to concerns around comments about the updated
bylaws made by Ehrich on Front Porch Forum that commissioners described as
“untrue.”

Continued on Page 3
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The comments appeared to relate to proposed changes to North Hero’s bylaws affecting shoreland regulations revised to defer to Vermont’s Shoreland Protection Act and updates to density requirements in
North Hero amended to potentially allow more multiple-family housing units per acre, as well as general
comments reportedly made by Ehrich about the planning commission “pushing” for airstrips.
“He has been pretty vocal about what the planning commission is doing, and everybody is entitled to
their opinion, but he has actually put some untrue things on Front Porch Forum,” Bev Poquette, a member
of the planning commission, told the selectboard earlier this month. “I feel it reflects on someone’s integrity
to keep publishing this when they know it’s not true.”
“He has published that the planning commission was going to approve airstrips in the town,” added
planning commissioner Andre Quintin, a claim Quintin said was “absolutely false” given the commission’s
interest in having airstrip rules independently weighed by voters. “We all decided that this was such a large
decision for the town, we were going to put it out to a vote whether we would allow airstrips or not.”
In a subsequent email to North Hero’s selectboard, Ehrich defended his statements on Front Porch Forum
as “accurate,” citing specific planning commission meeting minutes and language in the proposed bylaw
updates while charging statements made by commissioners Poquette and Quintin to the selectboard as
“incorrect allegations… against my actions and my integrity.”
Christine Salembier, the development review board’s chair, similarly defended Ehrich to the selectboard,
telling the selectboard this past Monday evening that she believed Ehrich “knows what he knows because
he serves on the DRB and has dug into these issues, as have all DRB members.”
While selectboard members seemed to argue they would follow the development review board’s recommendations and ultimately appoint Ehrich, they ultimately agreed to instead request the development
review board “reaffirm” its recommendation to appoint Ehrich based on concerns from members of North
Hero’s planning commission.
Later that week, the development review board again agreed to recommend Ehrich take a vacant seat
on the board to serve the remainder of a three-year term vacated by former chair Jim Blandino, and as of
this past Monday evening, the selectboard unanimously agreed to follow the development review board’s
recommendation and appointed Ehrich to the board.
Islander publisher and editor Tonya Poutry contributed to this report.

Numerous law enforcement officers from various
departments were scheduled to be on-hand to deliver the plea, “From our family to yours, please do your
part to drive safely this Thanksgiving holiday period,”
Fortin said.
He added the officers want to avoid any further
tragedies on the road.
“Thanksgiving is a time for celebrating gratitude
with loved ones, and we want to make sure our community members arrive at their Thanksgiving destinations as safely as possible,” said Paul White, Law
Enforcement Liaison with the Vermont State Highway Safety Office.
“Whether you’re driving 10 minutes to the
Thanksgiving dinner table, or 10 hours, it’s critical
that drivers and passengers Buckle Up. Every Trip.
Every Time. We want everyone to have a safe and
happy Thanksgiving, so please, make sure everyone
in your vehicle is buckled before you start the car —
and that includes children being in the correct car
seats, too,” said White, a retired Vermont State Police commanding officer.

Safe driving urged by officials
as holiday season, winter arrive

By MIKE DONOGHUE
Islander Staff Writer
Vermont Highways safety officials are urging motorists to be extra careful as millions of drivers hit the
road nationwide during the Thanksgiving holiday travel period to visit family and friends.
The message comes after Vermonters have seen an alarming number of serious injury and fatal motor
vehicle crashes this year and the first snowfall.
This could become one of the deadliest years on Vermont highways in recent years, according to Lt. Allen
A. Fortin of the Chittenden County Sheriff’s Department.
“Remember that driving responsibly includes wearing your seat belt, not using your cell phone while
driving unless it is hands-free, and not driving after consuming alcohol or any other drugs,” said Fortin, who
serves as the Highway Safety Coordinator for northwestern Vermont.
There have been 70 highway deaths through Nov. 15, the most in recent years and nearly double the
pace in 2019. There were only 38 deaths at this time three years ago. This year 54 drivers, 10 passengers, 5
pedestrians and 1 bicyclist have died as of Nov. 15.
The unbelted rate for fatal crashes in Vermont is the highest in eight years at 70% unrestrained. “This is
just unbelievable,” Fortin said.
Fortin and a few other public safety officials were scheduled to have a news conference at the southbound rest area of Interstate 89 in Williston on Tuesday to issue a reminder about driving safely in the upcoming winter months.
Williston Police Chief Patrick Foley, one of the keynote speakers, said there have been a lot of tragedies
during the holidays. They need to stop, he said. Foley said there are concerns with the uptick in drug impaired cases in Vermont, especially related to marijuana use.
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‘That includes a nutritional meal’:
Local food shelf prepares for holiday needs

By MICHAEL FRETT
Islander Staff Writer
GRAND ISLE – For many, early winter can be difficult, with peoples’ limited dollars having to stretch even
further than normal to cover heating costs, snow tires and family happenings tied to the holidays.
This year, however, may
be harder than most, as
the impacts of inflated fuel
and food prices, as well
as the costs of Vermont’s
notoriously tight housing
market take their toll on
Vermont families.
At the Champlain Islands Food Shelf in Grand
Isle, organizers are expecting to see a potentially
tighter season this year as
an increased demand seen
earlier in 2022 carries into
November and December.
“In addition to seeing an increase in clients,
we’re also seeing a need
for more food,” Suzanne
Curran, the food shelf’s in- Students from the Grand Isle School unload boxes of donated food collected
terim director, told The Is- for the Champlain Islands Food Shelf during the school’s recent food drive.
Photo courtesy of Suzanne Curran, Champlain Islands Food Shelf.
lander in an interview last
week. “People’s budgets aren’t able to buy the same amount of food.”
Food insecurity, a term referring to the lack of consistent access to healthy foods, has long been an issue
for Vermont’s northwesternmost communities.
In 2020, a Feeding America report based on U.S. Census Bureau data suggested around 7% of households
in Grand Isle County and 9% of households in Chittenden and Franklin counties struggled with food insecurity. In all three counties, between 10% and 11% of all children were considered food insecure, according to
Feeding America.
Curran, who only recently took the helm of the Champlain Islands Food Shelf in the wake of longtime
heads Judy and Bob Ayers’ retirement, said the local food shelf had seen its use grow between 20% and
30% over the past year, with many of the shelf’s new clients becoming consistent users of the food shelf as
opposed to temporarily seeking help through a bad month or two.
A new Saturday morning distribution slated for the first Saturday of the month has also seen new clients
visiting the Champlain Islands Food Shelf, according to Curran. According to the director, many of the food
shelf’s Saturday first users were themselves parents.
“We ‘re seeing more people who were using the food shelf as a supplement and now they’re utilizing it
as a reliability,” Curran said. “If we were to close our food shelf for a week, it would have an impact.”
When Curran met with The Islander, bags of potatoes and onions wrapped around the back wall, prepped
for the eventual packing of the food shelf’s annual Thanksgiving-themed baskets Curran and food shelf volunteers planned to distribute over the coming weekend.
The packages were an annual tradition for the food shelf and underlined what, according to Curran,
represented another trend often seen by food shelves preparing for the winter
months.

Continued on Page 5
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Local resident Ellen Paradee, said she was among the townspeople that welContinued from Page 4
“Even though this is our busiest time of year, this is the time when we get comed the independent review, which was petitioned by more than 150 people.
“I thought it was necessary,” Paradee said during the board meeting Monday
our most donations,” Curran said. “It goes hand-in-hand.”
night.
More than five dozen local families had signed up for the annual meals this
No claims of fraud or missing money have been made. The issue appears to be
year, many through referrals to the food shelf through the Champlain Islands
Parent Child Center. Many of those receiving boxes were likely families with the best way for town finances to be handled in a professional manner.
Town Treasurer Melissa Boutin said the books are always open for public inchildren, according to Curran.
spection.
Bonnie Batchelder, the company president, has said she is done as far as she
is concerned.
“After waiting for months and discussing several times with the Select Board,
the board has decided to ignore the evidence and documents presented.”
She added, “As a result, Batchelder Associates, P.C. has resigned as auditor or
any further services with the Town.”
The demand for an outside audit surfaced in April
2021 when more than 150 local residents petitioned
for a “forensic audit” after learning the state-man1-866-972-5266
dated quarterly financial reports for the Selectboard for friends & families of alcoholics
had never been submitted by the town treasurer for www.vermontalanonalateen.org
multiple years.
Auditing bids were solicited, and the Selectboard picked BatchelAccording to the Champlain Islands Food Shelf’s director, students from the der for the independent
Grand Isle School collected more than 150 pounds of food for the food shelf review for fiscal years
2018, 2019 and 2020.
during a recent food drive. Photo courtesy of Suzanne Curran,
Parizo has said the auChamplain Islands Food Shelf.
dits ordered by the board
In their boxes will be the fixings for a traditional Thanksgiving meal, from were planned to be from
apples courtesy of Hackett’s Orchard in South Hero to turkey, gravy, cranberries scratch. They were not
and vegetables. Many came courtesy of local schools in Grand Isle and North designed to review the
Hero, which together collected nearly 200 pounds of food for the food shelf, audit work done by R.H.R.
Smith of Buxton, Maine,
and the Congregational Church of South Hero.
“They should be something they can get excited about,” Curran said. “We’re which had reviewed the
supporting each other… and we want to treat everyone as they want to be financials for those three
years.
treated, and that includes a nutritional meal.”
Those interested in supporting the food shelf can donate food in person at
the Grand Isle United Methodist Church on Hyde Road on Tuesday mornings,
Wednesday afternoons and on the first Saturday of every month or send donations to P.O. Box 24 in North Hero.
Those looking to connect with the food shelf can reach its director via email
at champlainislandsfoodshelf@gmail.com or by phone at (802) 318-4704.

Al-Anon

Grand Isle auditor final report
to be discussed Dec. 3

By MIKE DONOGHUE
Islander Staff Writer
GRAND ISLE -- The Grand Isle Selectboard has agreed to hear on Dec. 3 the
final report from the outside auditing firm demanded by Grand Isle residents
a year ago.
The board voted 5-0 to have Chairman Adam White sign a letter that will
allow Batchelder Associates of Barre to provide the town the findings by the
CPA firm concerning its financial review of Grand Isle records.
Batchelder Associates, which was hired to review the records for 2018, 2019
and 2020, has said it faced some difficulties in performing the independent
audit, including getting back-up documents.
“Gathering of financial information was extremely difficult and over an extremely extended period of time. The timing was not conducive for being able
to complete a sufficient and economical audit process,” Batchelder said in a
letter.
Some of those records deal with the relationship with the town and union
school district, officials said.
White said after he sends the town letter to Batchelder, he expects the full
report will be sent. His plan was to post it immediately on the town website
under the section dealing with audits.
He guesstimated that the audit report could be about 70 pages or more and
that the board needed sufficient time to review the work before having a public
discussion.
Batchelder did share initially 18 points for consideration on handlining finances. Those 18 points have resonated with many of the other nearby towns,
who said they also had shortcomings in their financial records.
The Islander
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U.S. Border Patrol names Garcia
to head busy Swanton Sector

By MIKE DONOGHUE
Islander Staff Writer
SWANTON -- The new head of the U.S. Border Patrol Swanton Sector is actually
an old face.
Robert N. Garcia, who began as the Chief Patrol Agent on Monday, spent about
6 years earlier in his career serving in the Swanton Sector which is the most active
section of the northern border.
“I’m glad to be back with the Swanton Sector. They are doing amazing work,”
Garcia said as he began to settle into his new office in Franklin County.
Much of the national focus is on the millions of illegal immigrants that have
flooded across the southern border in the past two years, however, the Border
Patrol on the Northern border has been reporting recently a major uptick in the
number of people unlawfully entering the country, especially in the Swanton Sector. They also have made criminal arrests for those unlawfully assisting them.
The Border Patrol also intercepts numerous kinds of dangerous drugs, firearms and human trafficking cases and works with other federal, state and local
law enforcement agencies to keep the country safe.
The Border Patrol also serves as good neighbors by backing up local sheriff’s
departments and state police for serious incidents, including two homicides in
Alburgh.
The community also plays an important role in the border security mission.
Citizens are encouraged to report suspicious activity at (800) 689-3362.
Garcia, a 30-year veteran of the Border Patrol,
said the 300-mile stretch
monitored by the Swanton Sector is the busiest
section along the 5,000
mile international northern border.
The Swanton Sector is
responsible for securing
the U.S./Canada Interna-
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tional Boundary for
all of Vermont and
New Hampshire and
between the northeastern ports of entry in New York.
U.S. Border Patrol’s Chief Raul Ortiz
announced the appointment of Garcia
to the senior executive service post.
Garcia previously
served in Swanton
under Chief Border
Patrol Agent John
Pfeifer, who retired
in June 2018. Garcia
was named acting
chief before he transferred to the Tucson,
Arizona Sector as
deputy chief patrol
agent. That sector is
one of the country’s Swanton Sector Chief Patrol Agent Robert N. Garcia
largest sectors (by
personnel), with about 3,200 uniformed agents.
Garcia was an Honor Graduate from the Border Patrol Academy and was
initially assigned to the Deming Station in El Paso Sector. His career includes
numerous leadership positions along the southern and northern U.S. borders,
at the Border Patrol Academy, Border Patrol Headquarters, and as an operator
with the Border Patrol Tactical Team.
Garcia earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Criminal Justice from the University of Texas at El Paso. He also was an Honor Graduate from the Department of Defense’s University of Foreign Military and Cultural Studies Red Team
Leader Course, and a graduate of the Customs and Border Protection Leadership Institute.

South Hero
holiday tree lighting

By Karen Browning
SOUTH HERO - The South Hero Volunteer Fire Department and Auxiliary would like to invite everyone
to come on Saturday, Dec. 3 for our Community Tree
Lighting at 5 p.m.
Join us in celebrating the season and our community. All are invited! Following the Tree lighting we
will watch the Champlain Islands Parade which will
leave from the Health Center / Wally’s Place parking
lot and head up South Street.
Information: contact@southherofire.com

Palasik remembered
for service to nation,
state and Milton

Deck the North Hero
homes contest

By Mary Ellen Hutchins
NORTH HERO – North Hero residents are invited to decorate their homes with lights, inflatables,
and holiday cheer for community members to enjoy,
while competing for first, second, and third place
prizes from local stores. Judging will take place Dec.
10 and Dec. 11. To enter please send your name,
SATURDAY, DEC. 3
- Wreath & Bake Sale with soup luncheon phone number, e-mail address, and address to
and raffle at St. Ann Church hall, 41 Main St., northheroptyo@gmail.com. Applications are due by
Milton; 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Collecting donations Dec. 9, 2022.
of food and winter gear.
- Holiday Hoopla at Coldwell Banker Islands
Realty, 38 Community Lane, South Hero; 10
a.m. to 1 p.m.
- Champlain Islands Christmas Parade at
South Street, South Hero; 6 p.m.

FRIDAY, DEC. 9
- Grand Isle Christmas Chorus performance
at South Hero Congregational Church, 24
By MIKE DONOGHUE South St., South Hero; 7 p.m.
Islander Staff Writer
SATURDAY, DEC. 10
MILTON -- John Palasik is being remembered by
Grand
Isle
Christmas Chorus performance
friends and colleagues for his longtime commitment
at
South
Hero
Congregational Church, 24
and service to the Milton community and beyond.
Palasik, 68, died at the McClure-Miller Respite South St., South Hero; 3 p.m.
House in Colchester on Tuesday, Nov. 15 with family
at his side.
Palasik had a full life of serving Vermont, mostly in
Milton including 37 years as a police officer, 15 years
as rescue squad chief, six years as a Selectboard
member, four years as a state legislator and recently
as a justice of the peace.
Darren Adams, chair of the Milton Selectboard,
noted Palasik, known as “JP,” had 75 years of combined public service during his 68 years of existence
on earth.
State Rep. Michael Morgan, R-Grand Isle/ West
Milton, served in the legislature with Palasik and they
also overlapped on the town Selectboard. Morgan
said Palsaik was one of a kind by wearing so many
hats for so long in the community. “He was a pillar of
the community -- nationally, for the state and locally.
It goes on, and on, and on.”
Vermont Gov. Phil Scott said he was saddened
to learn about the passing of Palasik. “Rep. Palasik
was a committed public servant, devoting his career
to helping others, whether it was in the U.S. Army,
Vermont National Guard, Milton Police Department,
Milton Rescue, as a State Representative, or the
many other local roles he performed,” Scott said.
“John brought his experience and valued perspective to Montpelier, where he always advocated for
his community of Milton. We will miss his voice and
contributions in the State House,” the governor said.
Scott said he extended his sincere sympathy to
Palasik’s family, friends, and colleagues. Scott ordered the Vermont State Flag to fly at half-staff at the
State House on the day of his interment.
House Speaker Jill Krowinski of Burlington noted
Palasik was a dedicated public servant and was “wellloved in his community and the State House.” She
offered sympathy for all those that were fortunate
to know Palasik, who also served with the Franklin
County Sheriff’s Department and Winooski Police.
“He will be truly missed,” she said.
A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated at St.
Ann Catholic Church in Milton with the Rev. John
Feltz on Saturday. A private burial followed.
Survivors include Palasik’s wife of 47 years, Mary
Ann, and their two daughters, Jenilee and Laura.

FRIDAY, DEC. 16
CARING
AND
SHARING/Operation
Happiness toy wrapping at St. Rose of Lima,
501 U.S. Route 2, South Hero; 9 a.m. to Noon.
CARING
AND
SHARING/Operation
Happiness packing up food boxes at St.
Rose of Lima, 501 U.S. Route 2, South Hero; 6
p.m. to 8 p.m.
SATURDAY, DEC. 17
CARING
AND
SHARING/Operation
Happiness distribution of food and toys at
St. Rose of Lima, 501 U.S. Route 2, South Hero;
By appointment, drive through pick up. Call
Val Hunter 802-372-5595 or Manon Farnham
802-372-9513 to schedule.

------------

Free events are printed at no charge.
Please email
islander@vermontislander.com
or call 802-372-5600
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Fund drives start after
fire destroys South Hero home

to the Milton station in case another alarm was reported.
South Hero Rescue and the American Red Cross were also on scene.

By ROB SWANSON
Islander Photojournalist
and
MIKE DONOGHUE
Islander Staff Writer
SOUTH HERO -- Two fund drives have started in the wake of a major fire that
extensively damaged the home of Hobart Tracy and South Hero Town Clerk
Naomi King.
No injuries were reported at the scene of the fire, which began shortly after
5:30 p.m. Sunday.

Members of the South Hero Fire Auxiliary along with the American Red Cross
were on scene to assist the family and firefighters. Photo by Rob Swanson,
Islander Photojournalist.

Volunteer fire departments from South Hero, Grand Isle, North Hero, Isle La
Motte and Alburgh responded, along with Milton and Colchester.
Photo by Rob Swanson, Islander Photojournalist.
A GoFundMe account has been established to help the family with various
expenses, according to Lisa King Leavitt, the organizer. About $3,500 had been
raised toward the initial goal of $10,000 as of Tuesday morning, said Leavitt,
who is the town clerk’s cousin. Leavitt is working on the fund drive with Naomi’s sister, Lorna Fortune.
“The outpouring has been amazing,” Leavitt told The Islander.

More than 40 volunteer firefighters were able to save much of the historic
structure. Photo by Rob Swanson, Islander Photojournalist.

The house is believed to be more than 150 years old.
Photo by Rob Swanson, Islander Photojournalist.
The community also can drop off checks or cash at the South Hero Town
Offices during the day or in the outside drop box at other times, Assistant Town
Clerk Cindy Spence said.
More than 40 volunteer firefighters were able to save much of the historic
structure at 49 Tracy Road but significant internal damage from fire, water and
smoke was reported in the two-story home. The backside of the home was
seriously damaged and windows were knocked out.
The blaze was believed to have started in the kitchen. The Vermont State
Fire Marshal had not issued a statement as of Tuesday on the cause.
One dog was saved but other pets were believed lost in the fire.
Leavitt said the family is in the process of buying replacement clothes, especially for the cold weather. The fund drive also is being used for one dog that
was placed on oxygen and is in the care of a veterinarian, she said.
The house is believed to be more than 150 years old and was the home of
Hobart Tracy’s parents.
Volunteer fire departments from South Hero, Grand Isle, North Hero, Isle La
Motte and Alburgh responded, along with Milton and Colchester. The Swanton
Fire Department stood by at the Alburgh Fire Station, while Georgia responded
The Islander
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Milton renews Ice House Road committee as
officials seek ‘groundwork’ for possible park

By MICHAEL FRETT
Islander Staff Writer

MILTON – A committee charged with planning the redevelopment of Milton’s aging town garage on Ice
House Road was extended Monday evening as officials look to continue laying the groundwork for the lakeside park and reception space pitched as a possible replacement for the garage.
Milton’s selectboard agreed Monday evening to extend the Ice House Road committee’s life another 18
months as it began working on the first phase
of the garage’s redevelopment, a public park
lined with lighted walkways, a floating dock
and an overlook perched above Arrowhead
Mountain Lake.
According to Jeff Manley, the committee’s
chair, the committee planned to spend the
next months working with Green Mountain
Power, which owns the land surrounding the
garage, on the proposal, as well as looking
toward state and federal permits potentially
needed because of the property’s proximity
to the Clark’s Falls dam forming Arrowhead
Mountain Lake.
The committee would also be looking
to work with architects to “get to the level
of detail needed to kind of break ground, if
you will, around this surrounding property,”
Manley told the selectboard, while also considering governance of the park and future
fundraising opportunities.

The chair of Milton’s selectboard, Darren Adams, listens
during a presentation from the chair of town’s Ice House
Road committee during a late November selectboard
meeting. Photo by Michael Frett.

Milton officials formed Manley’s committee earlier this year after voters in Milton approved a $5.5 million bond to support replacing its aging garage on Ice House Road with a new public works garage near
Bombardier Road in the town’s core. Among other charges, the garage’s redevelopment was seen as a way
to give Milton residents a means of accessing Arrowhead Mountain Lake, currently limited to a canoe launch
on Rugg Avenue.

Northwestern Counseling &
Support Services, Inc.
Behavior Health Crisis Services
• 524-6554 or 1-800-834-7793 •

In the months since, Manley and his committee have promoted a redevelopment project that would ultimately see the town’s current garage gutted and renovated to house a business and reception space, while
extending a community park between Ice House Road and Rugg Avenue with green space and lighted paths
allowing Milton residents to access Arrowhead Mountain Lake.
Monday’s decision to extend the Ice House Road committee’s charges another 18 months came with
some discussion, however, about how to best work out the garage’s renovation in particular.
Darren Adams, the selectboard’s chair,
asked the committee to consider the garage’s possible sale or other partnerships
that might make the building’s future use
more manageable in lieu of the town’s government being directly responsible for its
ownership and renovation as the committee
appeared to suggest with its most recent
plans presented to Milton officials.
“I just don’t want to say our condition is
that we keep it and miss out on other opportunities that could benefit us more than just
owning it,” Adams said. “There’s definitely
other models out there that don’t result in
us giving up control.”

Jeff Manley, the chair of a Milton committee exploring new
In response, Manley said the committee
uses for the town’s garage on Ice House Road, speaks with
would consider ownership of the garage
Milton’s selectboard during a late November meeting.
while working through the first phase of the
Photo by Michael Frett.
garage property’s redevelopment, during
which the building would be “gutted” and its conditions could, according to Manley, be more properly assessed.
“We’re thinking the bones of it – the structure – we might be able to keep,” Manley told the selectboard.
“We wanted to use Phase One to inform that, which is why that phased approach is key.”
Decisions around funding and ownership would also hinge on what funding might be available for the
garage property’s redevelopment, including the nearly $1.6 million in American Rescue Plan Act funding
requested by the Ice House Road committee and still being weighed by Milton officials.
With the committee’s life extended, selectboard members asked that Manley consider returning to the
board in March after Town Meeting Day for its next major update.
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As officials review ‘nuances’ of
ARPA funds, Milton officials hold
off on $1.8 million decision

By MICHAEL FRETT
Islander Staff Writer
MILTON – With more than $7.7 million in applications in hand, selectboard
officials in Milton said it would likely still be several weeks before the board
could decide on how to distribute nearly $1.8 million granted to the town as
pandemic relief funding.
While decisions on spending American Rescue Plan Act funding had been
expected by the end of November, selectboard members said Monday evening
the board was working through the “nuances” of deciding how to spend the
“once in a lifetime funds” to improve Milton.
“Now that we’ve ranked and stacked… now comes the little questions that
make a big difference as to how you execute it,” Darren Adams, the selectboard’s chair, said. “All the nuance is starting to build up.”
According to Adams, those “little questions” ranged from timing, as the
awarded funds need to be allocated and spent by a certain date according to
federal law, to the legality of using American Rescue Plan Act funding to support certain projects.
Still,
Adams
seemed to suggest
a consensus was
forming among the
selectboard’s members and suggested
the board would
likely make its decisions regarding
American Rescue
Plan Act funds in
early
December,
ahead of when officials typically begin drafting their
annual municipal Michael Morgan, the vice chair of Milton’s selectboard,
participates in a late November meeting.
budget.
Photo by Michael Frett.
“For the most
part, everybody is kind of leaning towards the same direction,” Adams said.
The American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) was a $1.9 trillion federal stimulus bill
passed in response to the COVID-19 pandemic in early 2021 that, among other
things, allocated billions of dollars to county and municipal governments in the
U.S. to support communities’ recovery following the pandemic’s height.
Milton, in all, received roughly $3.2 million through ARPA, and officials have
gradually earmarked awarded funds to projects like the expansion of sewer
lines to a new public works facility, new staff members and the purchase of the
Milton Grange for use as a community recreation space.
As of Monday morning, around $1.8 million in ARPA funding remained available for Milton officials to allocate to local projects, according to Milton’s town
manager, Don Turner.
Over the past few months, Milton officials have organized a public application program to allow local organizations and businesses to potentially request
ARPA funding for programming and improvements meeting certain community
and economic development goals. Those applications had been filed in late October and subsequently reviewed by Milton’s selectboard over the past month.
Many of the suggested projects were substantial, costing somewhere between hundreds of thousands of dollars to, in the case of a proposed redevelopment of Milton’s current town garage as a community park and reception
space, almost $1.6 million in all. In the case of several projects forwarded by
town officials, many spent years in Milton’s capital improvement plan before
appearing as ARPA requests.
“These are legacy decisions – decisions that are probably once in a lifetime,”
Turner, Milton’s town manager, said Monday. “The board has said, from day
one, their goal was to make one-time investments in projects that would pay
long-term dividends for the town.”
At least one selectboard member, Brenda Steady, suggested Monday that,
instead of spending funds on specific projects, some funding might be set aside
instead for “emergencies.”
“Personally, as one board member, because everybody is so stretched right
now with their taxes on their houses with the reappraisal, I would like to keep a
few hundred thousand for emergencies,” Steady said. “If something happened,
it wouldn’t have to come out of the budget and taxpayer dollars.”
The Islander
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Grand Isle County Chorus
to perform this holiday season

By Lee English
SOUTH HERO - Did you know that in the Middle Ages people called “wassailers” went about from house to house singing to spread joy and to entertain all
throughout the “bleak mid-winter”.
There were songs for the Winter solstice that predated the Christian hymns.
Eventually the “wassailers” sang more and more Christmas carols over the wintertime.
Then in the 17th century Oliver Cromwell (the original Grinch) banned
Christmas for 20 years. He wanted to clean up the nation of its “decadent excesses”: no more singing Christmas carols, no more feasts, or music of any kind!
But take heart, people continued to sing Christmas carols in secret and feasting
and the generally making merry.
By the Victorian era, the Puritans were gone and folks were again collecting
and singing Christmas carols like the medieval days.
Maybe you have a few favorite holiday songs you love to dust off and sing
during the holiday season spreading that joy and good feelings like the old was-

Oct. - Nov. 2022
ALBURGH
•Amy & Brian Barbour transferred
property at 329 Border Rd, 0.75 ac.,
to William John Kinville Jr. & Daniel
Shedrick, $300,000.
•Marcia Ladue transferred property
at .16 Acre Cleland North, 0.16 ac.,
to Ladue Family Trust, $N/A.
•Property at Center Bay Rd, 0.81
ac., was transferred to R & J Cameron and Sons LLC, $15,000.
•Christine & Daniel Bevins transferred property at 24 Little Woods
Rd, 1 ac., to Maryanne Bushey, Krystal Eschelbach & Jonathon Plant,
$245,000.

transferred property at 767 Orchard Shore Rd., 1.69 ac., to Susan
K. Hullinger, Douglas P. Krapcho and
Karen K. Reid, $N/A.
•Edward L. & Lisa G. Levite transferred property at 237 Anna’s Court
to Andrew J., Edward L., Lisa G. and
Steven B. Levite, $N/A.
•Property at 142 Heineberg Dr., 2.54
ac., was transferred to JCME 142
Property, LLC, $N/A.
•Dana Shappy transferred property
at 137 Fifth St. to Nathan C. & Sierra
E. Chaffee, $60,000.
•Property at 0 Mountain View Dr.,
1.7 ac., was transferred to Acabay,
Inc., $200,000.

•Martin Deem transferred property
at 142 Lake St., 0.71 ac., to 142 Lake
Street, LLC, $119,000.

•Robert L. Laidman Jr. transferred
property at 820 Coates Island Rd to
Helen D. Laidman & Robert L. Laidman Jr., $N/A.

•Kimberly McDonough transferred
property at 30 West Shore Rd,
0.25 ac., to David & Kelly Philbrick,
$33,000.

•Nazmil Habib & Negar Sultana
transferred property at 1702 Main
St., 4.91 ac., to Daniel R. & Kathryn
A. Spurlock, $598,000.

•Jean & Stanley Jesberger transferred property at 34 Hunter Farm
Rd, 2 ac., to Bronwyn Proffit-Higgins, $35,000.

•Danielle L. & Michael A. Deldotto
transferred property at 246 Heritage
Ln, 0.38 ac., to Cullen F. & Jillian R.
Mori, $370,000.

COLCHESTER

•Joan M. Burns transferred property
at 51 Midship Way to Joan M. Burns
Revocable Trust, $N/A.

•Cathy A. & Jude M. Chicoine transferred property at 142 Heineberg
Dr., 2.54 ac., to Jude M. Chicoine
and Cathy A. Chicoine Joint Trust,
$N/A.
•Property at 444 Bonanza Park,
0.35 ac., was transferred to Andrea
Noonan, $230,000.
•Andrew P. & Arlene F. Krapcho
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•Andrew P. & Arlene F. Krapcho
transferred property at 767 Orchard Shore Rd, 1.69 ac., to Susan
K. Hullinger, Douglas P. Krapcho and
Karen K. Reid, $N/A.
•Marilyn L. & Rickey A. Ward transferred property at 11 Horizon View,
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sailers.
If you do, and
would like to hear
more songs to lift the
spirit as the days get
shorter and nights get
longer, the Grand Isle
Christmas Chorus can
help.
The performance
will be Friday, Dec.
9 at 7 p.m. and Saturday, Dec. 10 at 3
p.m. at the South
Hero Congregational
The Grand Isle Christmas Chorus rehearses for
Church with songs of
performances on Dec. 9 and Dec. 10.
holiday music, old and
not so old, to raise your spirits and lift your hearts. Come enjoy with your families
and friends and spread some joy together.
Location: 24 South St., South Hero.

0.39 ac., to Erika & Shaun Boyce,
$492,000.

Coastes Island Rd to Carrie L. Wells,
$N/A.

•Amanda B. Bent & Benjamin J. Kovach transferred property at 29 Horizon View, 0.39 ac., to Pamela & Thomas C. Isham, $490,000.

MILTON

•Joyce M. Ticehurst transferred property at 39 Lavigne Rd, 1.34 ac., to Marni Adhikari, $330,000.
•Property at 428 Main St., 3 ac., was
transferred to Champlain Water District, $N/A.
•Marina & Sergey Shpaner transferred
property at 170 Burnham Ln, 0.53 ac.,
to Moka Trust Dated 10/27/2022,
$N/A.
•Kevin C. Valentine transferred property at 754 Williams Rd, 1.84 ac., to
Anne M. Valentine, $N/A.
•Property at 35 Mount Sterling Ave.
Lot 4 was transferred to Eruviel Prado
Olea, $2,800.
•Property at 30 Jimmo Dr., 6.74 ac.,
was transferred to Cygus Properties
LLC, $1,151,800.
•Laura Hatin transferred property at
624 Malletts Bay Ave., 0.55 ac., to Janet J. Hatin, $N/A.
•Property at 364 Shannon Rd was
transferred to Hanson Alexander,
$5,000.
•Ian B. Martin transferred property
at 55 Jeffrey Dr., 0.54 ac., to Clinton
Scott, $471,000.
•Property at 132 Whispering Pines #5
was transferred to Maureen Igoe-Diaz
and Dylan & Felix R. Diaz, $330,000.
•Helen D. Laidman & Robert L. Laidman Jr. transferred property at 820

•Anthony M. Bourgeois transferred property at 72 Owen Court
to Nicholas Church, $44,900.

SWANTON
•Property at 21 Country Acres was
transferred to Terese Ayer, $N/A.
•Rick S. Morris transferred property at 14 Sunset Terrace to Philip E.
Morris, $25,000.
•Joshua Serna transferred property at 10 Gamache Ln, 0.53 ac.,
to Rachele Vigh & Cameron J.
Winslow, $385,000.
•Jessica A. & Josh W. Ramsdell
transferred property at 36 ½
Greenwich St., 0.75 ac., to Hannah
Cota & Brandon Smith, $280,000.
•Richard Bugbee transferred property at 2155 Sheldon Rd, 2.14 ac.,
to Richard & Tanya Bugbee, $N/A.

Milton Community Band looks to
‘set up the season’ with return of holiday show

By MICHAEL FRETT
Islander Staff Writer
MILTON – Milton residents will have a little help ringing in the holiday season this year as the Milton
Community Band eyes a “festive” return for its annual holiday concert this coming December.
With a little help from the Colchester Community Chorus, the Milton Community Band’s annual holiday
concert is scheduled for the afternoon of Dec. 11 at the Milton High School’s auditorium. Admission, according to the band’s president, is free.
“It’s such a busy time of year,” Ruth Blauwiekel, the band’s newly elected president, told The Islander
earlier this week. “It’s good to help people out for a little bit and enjoy some music.”
According to Blauwiekel, the December show
will be the Milton Community Band’s first holiday
show since 2019, mere months before a now-ongoing COVID-19 pandemic prompted the band’s
organizers to go dormant for safety reasons for
more than two years.
Throughout this past year, however, the Milton Community Band has gradually returned to
a normal playing schedule, and according to its
president, it was time for their annual holiday
show to return.
“For a lot of people, the music of the holidays
is one of the most fun parts of the holidays,”
Blauwiekel said. “It sets up the season and makes
The Milton Community Band’s horns section performs
it feel festive.”
during the town’s Memorial Day celebration earlier
The band’s repertoire for the afternoon, acthis year. File photo by Michael Frett.
cording to Blauwiekel, runs the gamut of seasonal favorites, from traditional singalongs to a musically accented reading of The Night Before Christmas and a
medley from How the Grinch Stole Christmas, an apparent favorite for the Milton players.
“Everybody loves it,” Blauwiekel said of the infamous “mean one’s” musical medley. “It’s kind of jazzy
and fun.”
For around an hour and a half, visitors can expect “a relaxing musical interlude on a Sunday afternoon” in
the Milton school’s auditorium, Blauwiekel told The Islander.
As it has in the years predating the COVID-19
pandemic, the Milton
Community
Band is timing its
holiday concert to
coincide with an
open house at the
Milton Historical Society, where the historical society has
promised “festive
food and cheer”
alongside kids’ acThe Milton Community Band performs during Milton’s
tivities and its reMemorial Day event. The event was the band’s first
imagined museum
public performance since the start of the COVID-19
exhibits.
pandemic. File photo by Michael Frett.
“We hope people go to the historical society and then come listen to music for a little while,”
Blauwiekel told The Islander. “They can make a day of it.”
The museum’s open house begins on Dec. 11 at 11 a.m. and the Milton Community Band’s concert is scheduled to follow at 3 p.m.
While admission is free, the Milton Community Band is asking visitors to
consider bringing nonperishable food items for the Milton Family Community
Center’s food shelf.
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Several days of archery and muzzleloader
deer hunting remain

Grand Isle
News

By Joshua Morse, VT Fish & Wildlife Dept.
Hunters will still have several days of archery and muzzleloader deer hunting to enjoy in Vermont after
the regular deer season ends Nov. 27.
Archery deer huntTRANSFER STATION
ing continues Nov. 28
By Joe Longo
through Dec. 15, and
The transfer station will be closed Thursday, Nov.
muzzleloader
deer
24 in observance of the Thanksgiving holiday.
hunting will occur Dec.
3 to Dec. 11.
An archery deer license and a hunting
license are required to
hunt during the archery
season. An antlerless
deer, or a legal buck,
if you did not take one
earlier, are allowed
Our Lady of the Lake Parish
during this season.
Serving the churches of Alburgh, Grand Isle,
Isle La Motte & South Hero
A muzzleloader deer
MASS SCHEDULE
license and a hunting
St.
Joseph,
Grand Isle- Sunday: 8:00 a.m.
license are required to
St. Rose of Lima, South HeroPhoto courtesy of VT Fish & Wildlife Dept.
hunt during the muzzleSaturday: 4:00 p.m.
loader season. A legal buck may be taken if you did not take one earlier, and an antlerless deer may be taken
St.
Amadeus
Parish, Alburghin a designated Wildlife Management
Sunday:
10:30 a.m.
Unit if you have a muzzleloader antSt. Amadeus Office 796-3481
lerless deer permit and you have not
St. Rose of Lima Office 372-4092
already reached your annual limit. A
few of these permits may still be availCongregational Church of South Hero, U.C.C.
able on Vermont Fish and Wildlife’s
website.
Sunday Worship at 9:30 a.m.
Vermont has an annual limit of
Supervised Nursery ages 5 & under
four deer during its deer hunting seaSunday School
sons, including only one legal buck anPastor: Rev. Cordelia Burpee
nually during those seasons.
24 South St. South Hero, VT   05486
Vermont has an excellent hunting
Tel: 372-4962 • ccshvt@gmail.com
safety record, in part because hunters
Office hours M-F 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
and hikers are urged to wear a fluowww.facebook.com/CCSHVT
rescent orange hat and vest.

UNION BIBLE CHURCH
Main St., Route 2, Alburgh, VT
Dr. John C. Kehoe, Pastor

796-3055

Independent—Bible Believing—Gospel Preaching
SUNDAY School & Bible Study _______ 9:30AM
SUNDAY Worship__________________ 10:30AM
WEDNESDAY Prayer Mtg. & Bible Study 7:00PM
WEDNESDAY Children's Bible Club____ 7:00PM

“A Friendly and Joyful Welcome Awaits You”
Nursery Provided at all Services
website: www.unionbiblechurch.org

United Methodist Church

Isle La Motte ~ North Hero ~ Grand Isle

NOVEMBER UMC PARISH SCHEDULE
NOV. 27
10:30 Grand Isle
Reverend Chico Martin
Parish Office 372-6638

GOD'S LITTLE BROWN CHURCH
A non-denominational
GCMF affiliated Church
CORNER ROUTE 2 AND ROUTE 129
SOUTH ALBURGH, VERMONT 05440
REV. C. ANDREW CHRYSLER, PASTOR
(802)782-9384 WWW.GLBCVT.ORG
“God’s Word has the answer”

Answers on Page 21

WORSHIP......SUNDAY 10:00 AM
BIBLE STUDY/PRAYER-WEDNESDAY 6:30 PM
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NOTICE
APPLICATION TO DISINTER AND
REMOVE BODY
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
You are hereby noticed that Richard A. Bidwell, Sr.,
has filed with the Town Clerk of the Town of Milton an
application to have the body of a human buried in his lot
located in Section 4, Row 51 of the Village Cemetery in the
Town of Milton disinterred and moved to another part of
the Village Cemetery. The body is believed to be the body
of Elsie LaBelle.
The spouse, children, parents, siblings, and
descendants of Elsie LaBelle or of the person buried in
said lot, the Cemetery Commissioners of the Town of
Milton, or other municipal authority of the Town of Milton
responsible for the Village Cemetery may object to the
proposed disinterment and removal by filing a complaint
in the Vermont Superior Court, Chittenden Unit, Probate
Division by December 23, 2022 and by filing a copy of the
complaint with Kristin Beers, Town Clerk of the Town of
Milton by said date. If a complaint is not so filed, the Town
Clerk shall issue a permit after January 7, 2023.
Dated at St. Albans, Vermont, this 10th day of
November, 2022.
RICHARD A. BIDWELL, SR.
By: Michael S. Gawne, his attorney
michaelgawne@bcgm.net

SOUTH HERO
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD
The Select Board is accepting applications for Alternate and full-time positions on the Town’s Development
Review Board. Those who have a valid interest in development in South Hero are encouraged to apply. The DRB
meets 2 evenings a month, as needed. Term length for Alternates is 1 year and 3 years for full-time members.
The Development Review Board issues decisions for
land development that require review per the Town’s Development Regulations. These include site plan, subdivision, planned unit developments (PUD), and conditional
use approval, as well as requests for waivers and appeals
of a decision of the Zoning Administrator.
To apply, send a letter of interest to the Selectboard
@ P.O. Box 175, South Hero, VT 05486, or zoning@
southherovt.org. Please submit letters of interest by
December 12, 2022. For more information, please contact
the Zoning Administrator at 372-4841 or email zoning@
southherovt.org.
SOUTH HERO
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD
The South Hero Development Review Board will hold
a Public Hearing at the Town Office on Wednesday, December 14, 2022 at 7PM to act on the following:
Applicant & Landowner: Eagle Camp/Alan Perry
Hearing Type: Request for Waiver from the Lake
Setback, per Sec. 305.A.3
App. No.: 23-31-WS505
Proposed: Add additional floorspace to the dining hall
within the lake setback.
Location: 505 West Shore Rd.
Date of Notice: 11/23/22
*This hearing will be held in-person at the Town Office. There is a Zoom option: this is the sign-in: 833 3992
8027 – Use Passcode 838373
MEETING BEGINS AT 7PM.
Participation by an interested person in this hearing, either through oral or written testimony, evidence, or a statement of concern related to the subject, is a prerequisite to
the right to make any subsequent appeal.

WARNING
STATE OF VERMONT
GRAND ISLE CONSOLIDATED WATER DISTRICT
SUPERIOR COURT					
Members of the Grand Isle Consolidated Water District
CIVIL DIVISION
are hereby notified and warned that the Annual Meeting
FRANKLIN UNIT					
of the Water District will take place at the Ed Weed Fish
DOCKET NO: 250-7-18 FRCV
UMB BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, NOT IN ITS Hatchery on Bell Hill Road in the Town of Grand Isle on
INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY, BUT SOLELY AS LEGAL Wednesday, December 21, 2022 at 6:30 p.m.
At this meeting there shall be elected two (2) Water
TITLE TRUSTEE FOR LVS TITLE TRUST XIII
Commissioners with three (3) year terms, a District Clerk
v.					
JEFFREY S. BRUNDAGE, TD BANK, NA, SUCCES- for a term of one (1) year and a District Treasurer for a term
SOR BY MERGER TO FRANKLIN LAMOILLE BANK, of one (1) year. District members wishing to participate
NA, DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY-INTERNAL in the elections and/or run for any of the above positions
REVENUE SERVICE, VERMONT DEPARTMENT OF should attend the Annual Meeting on December 21, 2022.
Also on the agenda are the 2023 Annual Budget and
TAXES AND SUPERIOR TECHNICAL CERAMICS
adoption and the setting of monthly meeting dates for
CORPORATION
OCCUPANTS OF: 1 Daprato Memorial Drive, Swanton 2023. The proposed budget will be posted on our website
by December 19, 2022 for members to review.
VT
The regular December meeting will follow the annual
MORTGAGEE’S NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE
meeting with the newly elected Commissioners. All memSALE OF REAL PROPERTY UNDER
bers of the District are welcome and encouraged to attend.
12 V.S.A. sec 4952 et seq.
Grand Isle Consolidated Water District P.O. Box 9,
In accordance with the Judgment Order and Decree of
Foreclosure entered February 18, 2022, in the above cap- Grand Isle, VT 05458
gicwd.com
tioned action brought to foreclose that certain mortgage
clerk@gicwd.com
given by Jeffrey S. Brundage to Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.,
dated June 30, 2010 and recorded in Book 277, Page 473
WARNING
of the land records of the Town of Swanton, of which mortRESERVE FUND VOTE
gage the Plaintiff is the present holder, by virtue of the folShall the voters authorize the Grand Isle Consolidated
lowing Assignment of Mortgage: (1) Assignment of Mortgage from Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. to UMB Bank, National Water District (GICWD) to place unencumbered funds in
Association, not in its individual capacity, but solely as le- a Reserve Fund for the purpose of capital improvements or
gal title trustee for LVS Title Trust XIII dated June 1, 2021 repairs to the water system, under the control and direction
and recorded in Book 390, Page 251 of the land records of of the Commissioners of the GICWD?
the Town of Swanton, for breach of the conditions of said
November 17, 2022
mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will
State
of
Vermont,
County of Grand Isle
be sold at Public Auction at 1 Daprato Memorial Drive,
Annual Preliminary Budget Hearing
Swanton, Vermont on December 14, 2022 at 11:00 AM
Fiscal Period: July 1, 2023 through June 30, 2024
all and singular the premises described in said mortgage,
To wit:
LEGAL WARNING
Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed
to Jeffrey Brundage and Deborah Brundage by Warranty
The legal voters of Grand Isle County are hereby notified
Deed of Associates Relocation Management Company, the Assistant Judges of Grand Isle County will hold a pubInc., dated October 6, 1993 and recorded in Volume 128, lic meeting for the purpose of presenting the proposed budPage 549 of the Town of Swanton Land Records and being get of the county and inviting discussion thereon. This will
further described as follows:
be the Annual Preliminary Meeting and will be held at the
Being a parcel of land located on the easterly side of County Courthouse in the Town of North Hero, Vermont,
Lynda Avenue, so-called, in the Town of Swanton, and be- on Thursday, December 8th, 2022 at 6:00 P.M.
ing more particularly described as follows:
A copy of the proposed budget will be available from the
Beginning at a cement block marking the intersection of County Clerk no later than December 1, 2022.
Lynda Avenue, so-called, and Blais Avenue, so-called;
thence proceeding along the easterly side of Lynda Ave- Hon. Sherri Potvin, Assistant Judge		
nue, so-called, a distance of 78 feet 4 inches to an iron pipe; Hon. Joanne Batchelder, Assistant Judge
thence proceeding in a northerly direction along the easterly side of DaPrato Memorial Drive a distance of 85 feet
PUBLIC WARNING OF
to an iron pipe; thence and angle of 90 and proceeding in
DEVELOPMENT HEARING(S)
a generally easterly direction a distance of 125 feet to an
The Milton Development Review Board will conduct a
iron pin;
hearing on the following applications at their meeting on
thence turning an angle of 83 45 “ and proceeding in a December 8, 2022 at 6:00 PM in the Community Room at
general southerly direction a distance of 100 feet to an iron 43 Bombardier Road, Milton or via Zoom:
pin on the north side of Blais Avenue, so-called;
HW Ventures LLC, owner/applicant, has submitted an
thence turning an interior angle of 67 30 “ and proceed- application for Variance approval for deviation of dimening along the northerly side of Blais Avenue in a general sional standards of the FC zoning district and to utilize exwesterly direction a distance of 112 feet 6 inches to the isting Ted Rd to facilitate creation of 2 additional lots. The
point of beginning.
property is located at 345 North Rd, described as Parcel#
Parcel ID # DM0001-0025.
216020-000000/ SPAN 396-123-11413. It is located in the
Reference is hereby made to the above instruments and Agricultural/Residential (R5) and Forestry/Conservation/
to the records and references contained therein in further Scenic Ridgeline (FC) zoning districts, and the East Milton
aid of this description.
Planning area.
Terms of sale: Said premises will be sold and conveyed
Timothy Thomas Jr and Melissa Thomas, owner/apsubject to all liens, encumbrances, unpaid taxes, tax titles, plicant, has submitted an application for Major Site Plan
municipal liens and assessments, if any, which take prece- and Conditional Use for a home business for a State of Verdence over the said mortgage above described.
mont Outdoor Cultivation license. The property is located
TEN THOUSAND ($10,000.00) Dollars of the purchase at 181 Caldo Ln, described as Parcel # 216037-004000/
price must be paid by a certified check, bank treasurer’s or SPAN 396-123-14996. It is located in the Agricultural/Rescashier’s check at the time and place of the sale by the pur- idential (R5) zoning district, and the East Milton Planning
chaser. The balance of the purchase price shall be paid by area.
a bank wire, certified check, bank treasurer’s or cashier’s
A meeting link will be included with the meeting Agencheck within sixty (60) days after the date the Confirma- da. Interested members of the public are encouraged to attion Order is entered by the Court. All checks should be tend the hearing. Participation in the local proceeding is
made payable to “Bendett & McHugh, PC, as Trustee”.
a prerequisite to the right to take any subsequent appeal.
The mortgagor is entitled to redeem the premises at any To determine if you may qualify as an interested person,
time prior to the sale by paying the full amount due under please contact the number below. Plans of the proposed
the mortgage, including the costs and expenses of the sale. project and staff notes are available from the Department
Other terms to be announced at the sale.
of Planning & Zoning, 43 Bombardier Road, Milton, VerDATED : November 7, 2022
mont during regular business hours and posted online at
By: /s/ Rachel K. Ljunggren
least two days prior to the meeting at http://www.miltonvt.
Rachel K. Ljunggren, Esq.
gov/AgendaCenter/Development-Review-Board. Please
Bendett and McHugh, PC
note that these materials will NOT be handed out to the
270 Farmington Ave., Ste. 151
public at the meeting. Please contact (802) 893-1186 if you
Farmington, CT 06032
have any questions or comments.
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MILTON
POLICE
LOG

NOV. 10 - NOV. 17
Between ThursSATURDAY, DEC. 3
day, Nov. 10 and
- Craft Fair at Grand Isle Elementary School, Thursday, Nov. 17,
224 US Route 2, Grand Isle; 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
the Milton Police De- Craft Fair at St. Rose of Lima, 501 US Route partment arrested 2
2, South Hero; 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Information: people. Officers also
issued 3 traffic tickVal 802-372-7500
ets and 9 warnings.
- Craft Fair at Alburgh Volunteer Fire
Thursday,
Department, 60 Firehouse Rd, Alburgh; 10
Nov. 10
a.m. to 3 p.m.
4:53 p.m.
US
Route 7, Colchester,
SATURDAY, DEC. 17
- Holiday Craft Fair at Georgia Middle School, Assist - Agency
Sgt. Locke and
4416 Ethan Allen Hwy, Georgia; 9 a.m. to 1
Ofc. Carlson rep.m.
sponded to RT 2 in
Email your Craft Fair
Colchester to assist
information to
with a two car moislander@vermontislander.com
tor vehicle accident.
Both vehicles sustained damage and
one driver was evaluated by Rescue for
potential injury.
11:23 p.m.
US
Route 7 N, Motor Vehicle Complaint
Ofc. Flynn observed a vehicle in
the parking lot of a
closed business on
US RT 7 and made
contact with the
driver. The driver
advised they were
dealing with a flat
tire as a result of
hitting a curb. After
displaying signs of
possible impairment,
the driver agreed
to be screened as
a safety precaution.
The operator was
determined to not
be under the influence, and ultimately the vehicle was
towed from the lot.

den responded to Lauren Drive where it was
reported that multiple gunshots were
heard. Upon arrival
to the road, multiple
residents
confirmed
hearing the shots. The
area was searched,
though nothing of interest could be found.
Saturday,
Nov. 12
9:01 p.m. Cobble
Hill Rd / Roberts Ct,
Domestic Assault Misd
Ofc. Schiavo, Sgt.
LaFountain, and Cpl.
Grenier responded to
the area of Cobble
Hill for the report of
a Domestic Assault
between two parties.
Upon arrival it was
confirmed that the victim was struck by their
significant other. After
being taken into custody, the subject was
released with court
ordered conditions to
stay away from the victim and a court date.
A short time later, the
subject was seen scaling a fence near the
victims property, and
was subsequently taken into custody again,
and will be lodged until appearing in court.
Sunday,
Nov. 13
11:43 a.m. Centre
Dr, Suspicious Event
Sgt. Philbrook responded to a business
on Centre Drive where
a resident reported
seeing people enter,
and thought it was
suspicious as the business was closed. Sgt.
Philbrook confirmed
the subjects in the
business were cleaning, and supposed to
be there.

Friday,
Nov. 11
12:16 p.m. Westford Rd, Medical
Cpl.
Coulombe
responded to a residence on Westford road to assist
Milton Rescue. Cpl.
Coulombe provided
12:08 p.m. Bombarassistance in ready- dier Rd, Animal Probing the patient for lem
transport for further
Ofc. Palermo remedical care.
ceived a puppy at
4:59 p.m. Lauren the Milton Police DeDr, Suspicious Event partment that was
Det. Noel and a found loose on ManVT State Game War- ley Road. After seeing
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a post for the lost dog
on the Milton Police
Facebook page, the
owner came to collect
the dog.

from
the
scene.
While clearing the
scene, multiple cars
also went off the
road near the crash
site, which were
Monday,
towed back onto the
Nov. 14
12:37 p.m. West- road.
ford Rd, Assist - Fire
6:10 p.m.
Lake
Department
Rd, Domestic DisturCpl. Coulombe re- bance
sponded to a resiSgt.
Philbrook
dence on Westford and
Cpl.
HendRoad to assist the Mil- ry responded to a
ton Fire Department residence on Lake
with a pellet stove Road for the report
that had caught fire. of a domestic disUpon arrival, the fire turbance between
was isolated to the the residents. It was
stove, and the home- determined that alowner advised they cohol was a contribwere the only one uting factor to the
home and their pets situation, and the
were safe on the back two subjects agreed
porch. Milton Fire ar- to separate for the
rived on scene and evening. Additional
was able to ventilate information for rethe residence and ex- sources were protinguish the small fire. vided.
Milton Fire believed
Thursday,
the auger malfuncNov. 17
tioned causing the
3:29 a.m. East Rd,
hopper to overload Assist - Agency
and catch fire.
Ofc. Schiavo re11:26 p.m. US Route
7 S, Retail Theft
Ofc. Carlson responded to a business on US RT 7 where
an employee reported
a retail theft. The incident is currently under
investigation.

sponded to the area
of East Road to assist the Colchester
Police Department
with a vehicle that
was traveling at
speeds over 90mph
with no lights on
that fled from their
attempts to stop
Tuesday,
it. The area was
Nov. 15
2:26 p.m. US Route searched but the ve7, Colchester, Assist – hicle was not located.
Motorist
Ofc. Flynn made
contact with a vehicle
in the parking lot of
a business that had
been idling in the lot
over an hour. The driver advised they were
waiting for the daily
paper to be delivered
to the store.

Wednesday,
Nov. 16
7:49 a.m. US RT 7
/ Edgewater Terrace,
Accident - Personal
Injury
Cpl. Porter and Sgt.
LaFountain responded to a two car motor
vehicle accident on US
RT7 near Edgewater
Terrace. Though no
injuries were reported, both vehicles were
damaged and towed
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-FOR SALE-

--------------------------------Two wooden dressers, one wooden desk. $175
each OBO. 802-578-6930
11/23
--------------------------------Private Sale. Winterized lake frontage cottage house with concrete foundation. Large
garage, metal roofing, air conditioner 10,000
BTU, 2 bedrooms, concrete seawall with
launching ramp. New windows in house and
basement. Large front balcony. Asphalt driveway. $375,000. 514-365-5852 or 514-974-5853.
11/23
--------------------------------Boat hoist, lifts 16 foot boat $300. Electric
winch, 110 volts fore and backwards with 400
feet steel cable $300. 2 sets of construction
scaffolds complete with boards $300. 514-9745853 Hans 11/23
---------------------------------

-SERVICES-

--------------------------------Sewing Machine Service. Over 50 years experience. We make house calls. 80-372-4497 BTFN
--------------------------------Happy Holidays from Alan & Family. Landry
Carpentry - Islands local trusted contractor.
802-372-3701 or 802-734-9612. BTFN
--------------------------------E.C. ELECTRIC - 30 years experience. Licensed
and insured. 802-796-4610
4/26
--------------------------------TURNBAUGH ROOFING- Slate, shingle, metal,
rubber. Painting all flashings & metal roofs.
Chimney repair. Free Estimates. Insured. 802372-5781 or 802-238-2994 John BTFN
--------------------------------ISLAND SEWING: All aspects of sewing. Alterations, mending, formal wear. Specializing in
bridal gowns. 30+ years experience. Call 802372-0194 BTFN
---------------------------------
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--------------------------------Why wait for long turn-around times at the
big box stores? Local flooring man for hire!
20+ years of experience. fully insured. Free
delivery. Call Alan at Amp It Up Flooring, 802324-6726
BTFN
--------------------------------Northern Isle Massage - Licensed and insured
massage therapist with 20 years of experience.
Expertise in a variety of treatment styles. 802391-4016,
NorthernIsleMassage@gmail.com
BTFN
---------------------------------

LARGE enough to
store your car or
small boat!

Route 2,
Alburgh VT

Small enough to
clear your clutter!

Call today for
sizes & info!

s r

r

TM

--------------------------------WELDING: Aluminum - Stainless & Steel.
Custom railing, ramps, decks. Fuel tanks,
holding tanks. One off hot rods & chassis. Boat
propeller & skeg repair. Jesberger Welding &
Fabrication. 802-324-6954
4/19
--------------------------------FINNISH TOUCH CARPENTRY - Remodeling,
renovations and more. Fully insured. Over 40
years experience with knowledge. Call 802233-2639
BTFN
---------------------------------

-WANTED-

--------------------------------Collections of Comic Books, Pulps, Vintage
Magazines, Books (Sci-Fi, Mystery, Illustrated), Movie Related Paper/Stills, Original Art,
Digests, etc...call David, 802-796-3003
---------------------------------
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Rouses point
News
By Christopher W. Latremore,
Village Clerk/Administrator

OFFICES CLOSED
FOR THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY
The Village of Rouses Point Offices will be
closed on Nov. 24 and Nov. 25 in celebration of the
Thanksgiving holiday.
The village offices will reopen on Monday, Nov.
28.
HOLIDAY TRAIN
The CP Holiday Train will be arriving at the Pratt
Street Train Station on Nov. 28, 2022 at 8:45 p.m.
Mark the date on your calendar so you don’t miss this
event!
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARADE OF TOYS
The Village of Rouses Point will hold its’ Annual
Parade of Toys on Dec. 2, 2022, beginning at 6 p.m.
at Rouse Park, Lake Street, Rouses Point. Watch
for Santa Claus as he arrives by fire truck! Join us
for caroling down Lake Street to the Peg Huchro
Memorial Gazebo, near the Village Office where
there will be more caroling, hot cocoa and a visit with
Santa Claus as we light the village Christmas Tree.
Everyone is invited to bring their favorite stuffed
animal and join the parade.
For more information, please call 518-297-5502
ext 333
PARKING BAN
The Village parking ban will be in effect beginning
Dec. 1, 2022, through March 31, 2023. Per Village
Code 112-17, the parking of vehicles and trailers,
semi-trailers, or house coaches, detached from their
towing vehicles, is hereby prohibited on all streets
within the Village between the hours of 2 a.m. and 6
a.m. from Dec. 1 and March 31 of every year.

December is the start of
bird feeding season

By Joshua Morse, VT Fish & Wildlife Dept.
MONTPELIER - The Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department recommends Vermonters wait to put up bird feeders until Dec. 1 to avoid attracting bears.
“Winter bird feeding is a good way to attract birds arriving from Canada, including evening grosbeaks and purple finches, as well as resident birds including
northern cardinals and black-capped chickadees,” said Doug Morin, Vermont Fish
and Wildlife’s bird project leader. “Black oil sunflower is a good seed choice that
will attract a variety of birds. Adding other seeds or suet can help to attract certain species. Thistle, for example, attracts many of the finches. Gardeners will
find leaving late-blooming flowers uncut provides seeds which can also attract
birds.”
While watching your bird
feeders, you can participate
in one or more bird monitoring projects by looking up
the Audubon Christmas Bird
Count, the Great Backyard
Bird Count and Project Feeder Watch -- all three collect
important information for understanding bird populations.
The Fish and Wildlife DeBird feeders offer an easy and safe way to
partment offers these tips for interact with wildlife but installing them after
bird-friendly bird feeding:
Dec. 1 limits the potential to attract bears. VT
• Keep cats inside. DoFish & Wildlife photo by John Hall.
mestic cats are the leading
cause of bird death in North America, and feeders can make birds particularly
easy prey.
• Place feeders closer than 4 feet or farther than 10 feet from a window.
Being close to, or far from, a window may reduce bird collisions.
• Clean feeders regularly. To eliminate harmful bacteria and viruses, feeders should be washed every few weeks with a 10 percent bleach solution, then
rinsed and allowed to dry before refilling.
• Feed birds only between Dec. 1 and April 1 but remove feeders if you see
signs of bears. Most bears should be in dens during this time, but some delay
entering their dens while even those that have denned may re-emerge to feed if
there is a period of warm weather. Bears that learn to get food from people will
continue to do so, potentially leading to property damage and dangerous encounters with people which can result in the bear’s demise.
Feeding birds, even in the winter, runs the risk of attracting bears. During winter thaws some bears will occasionally take advantage of the mild weather and
leave their den in search of food. If a bear visits your bird feeder or the feeder of
someone in your community, it is important to take down your feeder for a week.
If the bear can’t find easy food it will quickly return to its winter den.

Grand Isle
Sheriff’s Dept. log.
Nov. 11 - Nov. 21
Fri., Nov. 11
ALBURGH
Suspicious
ISLE LA MOTTE
Restraining Order
Mon., Nov. 14
ALBURGH
Citizen Assist
GRAND ISLE
Suspicious
VIN Inspection
NORTH HERO
Animal Problem
Citizen Assist
SOUTH HERO
Citizen Assist
Tues., Nov. 15
ALBURGH
Animal Problem
GRAND ISLE
Agency Assist
Citizen Assist (2)
Fraud
Wed., Nov. 16
ALBURGH
Crash
Citizen Assist
Motor Vehicle Complaint
Theft
GRAND ISLE
Citizen Assist (4)
ISLE LA MOTTE
Citizen Assist
SOUTH HERO
Citizen Assist (2)
Thurs., Nov. 17
GRAND ISLE
Lockout
Motor Vehicle Complaint
Service of APO
SOUTH HERO
Citizen Assist
Fri., Nov. 18
ALBURGH
Crash
GRAND ISLE
Service of APO
VIN Inspection
Mon., Nov. 21
ALBURGH
Agency Assist
Citizen Assist (2)
Crash
Service of APO (3)
GRAND ISLE
Citizen Assist
Trespassing
NORTH HERO
Citizen Assist (2)
SOUTH HERO
Citizen Assist
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A daily look at life in the Champlain Islands featuring exclusive photos by Swanson and
available on The Islander’s facebook page, www.facebook.com/lakechamplainislander,
Instagram @theislandernewsvt and twitter @TheIslanderNews

Mt. Mansfield at sunset Saturday.

SATURDAY SUNRISE
The rising sun colors the clouds on the southeastern horizon at the
break of day Saturday morning.

Horses hang out in the snow in Alburgh Friday.

A snowman enjoyed the sun in the barnyard of the Brownell Farm in
South Hero Friday morning.

HAWK HANGOUT
What’s thought to be a young red-tailed hawk hunts in North Hero recently.

22

The Islander November 23 - November 29, 2022

GOOD MORNING MONDAY
The Monday morning sky had clouds that were painted in a range of colors as the
rising sun tried to shine through.

A fisherman casts under cloudy skies from a South Hero dock Friday.

STICKING THE LANDING
It’s stick season in the Islands and a crow has trouble hanging onto his breezy
perch as brisk winds moved through South Hero on a chilly morning Sunday.

TUESDAY MORNING SKY
The horizon framed a chameleon-like kaleidoscope of color as the sunrise evolved
at the start of the day Tuesday morning.

RICE BIOLOGY CLASS VISITS ED WEED FISH CULTURE
Biology students from Rice Memorial High School in Burlington were reflected
in the main polishing pond while getting an educational tour at the Ed Weed Fish
Culture Station in Grand Isle Tuesday morning.
CRESCENT MOON MORNING
The waning crescent moon shared the sky with an Air India flight from New Delhi
to Newark while rising over the southeastern horizon before
daybreak Tuesday morning.

SNOW BIRDS
Northern Cardinals deal with the first snowstorm of the year in
South Hero Wednesday morning.

ISLANDS BUCK
An eight point buck seen in the Islands Saturday morning.
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